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Mission: We will meet the unmet demands of our students and families for a  
PK-12 classical Catholic education to form a community of disciples of Christ.

Vision: As a Catholic community, we will increase the number of virtuous leaders,  
thinkers, and intentional disciples of Christ working to rebuild our culture.
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Celebrations! I feel so privileged as I 
recognize God moving in our midst. 
Our legacy families have welcomed 
our new additions, and we are growing 
closer to Jesus together. 

Over the past three years, we have  
striven to align our mission toward  
discipleship. We long to be authentic 
---becoming the person God created us 
to be. John 10:10 says, “I came so that 
they might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” I see that joyful life daily 
and it is contagious. Spread the news.

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
program works in the interior of the 
hearts of our little ones, from preschool 
to 1st grade. I see our younger students 
engaging their souls in the work of  
discipleship. I see our entire school  
at adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
offered by the Kaukauna Catholic  
Parishes. The students and staff are 
seeking and learning to listen to God’s 
plan for us. They ponder the things 
that matter most.

Our Thursday Masses are truly a special 
experience. I encourage you to come 
and see. Next year, we will be attending 
daily Mass for grades 3-12. Currently it 
is for grades 9-12. Experiencing Jesus in 
Word and in Sacrament daily will con-
tinue to lead our students on the path 
of discipleship. If we are what we eat, 
then consuming Jesus daily will only 
transform us.

We have had some incredible successes 
at the Chesterton Academy. For our 
first year I have been continually blown 
away by the sincerity of our students 
who are seeking the Truth. They most 
recently put on three outstanding per-
formances of “Oz.”  I came away with a 
tremendous sense of pride as students 
went outside themselves to transform 
the words in a booklet into the flesh 
and blood of the story. It was incarna-
tional and inspiring.

The metaphor fits beyond the play. 
Jesus is the Word made Flesh. We 
encounter Him throughout our entire 
curriculum. We work hard to bring  

Jesus to life in us. We are not perfect. 
We continually practice growing in  
virtue. Our academics are quite profi-
cient; however, if we don’t get the  
discipleship piece right, we have not 
done our most important job. 

I am proud of our school. Our sports 
teams have allowed us to practice  
virtue. Our 8th grade boys took home 
the league title in basketball this year 
and they won with grace. Our high 
school girls’ volleyball team and cross 
country teams worked together and 
competed together to accomplish  
their goals. I am amazed at the growth 
in volleyball skills from girls in 4th 
through 8th grade and now up to the 
varsity level. It is a process. 

Our life’s journey is also a process. Your 
investment in our school community 
allows our students to be in a safe place 
to make mistakes, learn, be a team 
member, and ultimately to know, love, 
and serve Jesus.

We have much to celebrate.

HEADMASTER note

From Mr. Nathan Vande Hey, Headmaster
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WELCOME new staff

Mrs. Jennifer  
Van Helvoirt
Bachelor of Science 
in Education,  
Carroll College

Director of  
Curriculum  
& Instruction

Mr. Lee Wiersma
Master of Business  
Administration,  
Edgewood College

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Education, 
University of Wisconsin–Stout

Director of Staff  
Engagement & Culture

Ms. Beth  
Knapinski
Bachelor Degree  
in Communications  
and Public Relations,  
Bradley University

Assistant Director  
of Advancement

Mrs. Carolyn  
Christel
Childcare Certificate,  
Lakeshore  
Technical College

Educational  
Aide

Mrs. Marny 
Clark
Years of experience 
working as Youth  
Ministry Coordinator

Educational  
Aide

Mr. Paul  
Anderson
Bachelor Degree  
in Mathematics  
Education,  
University of  
Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign

Math & Science

Ms. Kathleen  
Brennan
Bachelor Degree  
in Elementary  
Education,  
University of  
Wisconsin–Madison

K4 Teacher

KEVIN J. BUSKAGER memorial scholarship
St. Ignatius is pleased  
to announce the launch  
of a scholarship program 
for St. Ignatius Chesterton 
Academy graduates. 

Our first scholarship fund is The 
Kevin J. Buskager Memorial Scholar-
ship, which was established to honor 

the memory of Kevin Buskager who 
died unexpectedly in February 2022 
at the age of 36. Kevin was an alum-
nus of St. Ignatius Catholic School 
(Kaukauna Catholic School System, 
class of 1999). His family established 
an endowment that will generate 
$1,000 annually, which will be award-
ed to a graduate of St. Ignatius Ches-
terton Academy to assist with costs in 
attending the college of their choice.  

Kevin earned his undergraduate  
degree from UW-Oshkosh with 
majors in Philosophy, Anthropol-
ogy, and Religious Studies and his 
master’s degree from the University 
of Denver. At the time of his death, 
Kevin was continuing his PhD of  
Religious Studies in the joint Doctor-
ate Program through Iliff School of 
Theology and University of Denver.

Kevin was a kind, giving, and com-
passionate individual. In the words 

of a University of Denver professor 
upon learning of his death said, 
“Kevin was a gentle soul who had a 
heart for the suffering of others.” 
This is one way that exemplifies faith 
in action.

To be considered for the scholar-
ship, a St. Ignatius Chesterton  
Academy senior may be attending 
any public, private, parochial, tech-
nical, or trade school. Well-rounded 
high school seniors who demon-
strate a significant commitment of 
volunteer service to our community 
are encouraged to apply.  

If you are interested in contributing 
to the Kevin J. Buskager Memorial 
Scholarship, or if you are interested 
in starting your own scholarship in 
memory of your loved one, contact 
Margaret Karius at 920-766-0186 or 
mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org.

St. Ignatius is blessed with many faithful individuals who are using 
their God-given talents to create an environment that fosters the  
development of our student community. 

As our school has grown in the past year, we have expanded our 
wonderful faculty and staff to meet that demand. Please help us  
welcome these talented, dedicated individuals to our school family!
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STUDENTS in action

MARCH FOR LIFE 
St. Ignatius Chesterton  
Academy students traveled to 
Washington D.C. in January to 
participate in the annual March 
for Life. Inspired by St. Pope 
John Paul II, the Chesterton 
Academy’s motto is Cultura 
Vitae – the culture of life – and 
reflects our mission to prepare 
our students to accept our 
Lord’s offer to have life and 
have it abundantly. 

CLASSROOM BUDDIES 
Our students have meaningful 
opportunities to serve others, 
foster friendships, and develop 
as virtuous leaders throughout 
the school year through our 
school’s buddy program. Grade 
5 and K4 students regularly 
spend time reading together.

INSTITUTE FOR  
EXCELLENCE IN  
WRITING (IEW) 
At St. Ignatius, we equip our  
students with the tools needed 
to communicate effectively.  
Using the integrated and prov-
en methods by the Institute for 
Excellence in Writing (IEW) 
across grade levels, our students 
develop into confident and  
compelling writers and commu-
nicators. Our students graduate 
up to four grade levels ahead  
in writing!
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STUDENTS in action

THAT CHILI THING 
The annual That Chili Thing 
event on February 5th was a huge 
success and generated nearly 
$40,000 to benefit St. Ignatius 
Catholic School. We are grateful 
to The Galleria of Tile for being 
the Platinum sponsor as well as 
all of our sponsors, donors, vol-
unteers, the St. Ignatius Athletic 
Association, and attendees who 
helped make this event possible.

BASKETBALL CAMP 
The St. Ignatius Athletic  
Association once again offered 
free basketball clinics to our  
students in March. The clinics 
were held in the St. Ignatius 
Gymnasium and focused on fun 
and fundamentals appropriate 
for each age. Our middle school 
students even volunteered their 
time to assist and mentor the 
younger athletes. It was a fantas-
tic opportunity for our students  
to learn and work together.

FAITH FORMATION 
We are focused on pursuing the 
good, the true, and the beautiful. 
Through participation in daily lit-
urgy, prayer, religious instruction, 
and ministry, our students build 
a strong spiritual foundation, 
discern God’s plan for their lives, 
and become intentional disciples 
of Christ.
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SENIOR spotlights

SAMANTHA HANSEN 
St. Ignatius Class of 2022
My name is Samantha Hansen and I am excited to be part of the very first  
graduating class from St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy. 

I spent nearly all of my schooling at a Catholic school. I attended Pre-K  
through 7th grade at St. Ignatius Catholic School and then my 8th grade year 
at St. Clare Catholic School in Wrightstown. From my freshman to junior year, 
I attended Kaukauna High School. When I heard that St. Ignatius was starting 
a high school, I was extremely excited! I am grateful to be pushed academically 
and receive a quality education with the Catholic classical curriculum here at  
St. Ignatius.

While at St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy, I have been presented with amazing 
leadership opportunities. I am currently the prefect of Ambrose House and  
have started an after school art club that includes middle school and high school 
students. Both of these experiences have helped me grow in so many ways. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at St. Ignatius and am so glad I came back. 

Next year, I will attend Fox Valley Technical College in their legal studies/ 
paralegal program to become a paralegal.

CLARA VANDE HEY 
St. Ignatius Class of 2022
My name is Clara Vande Hey and I am one of the two seniors here at  
St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy. This is my first year attending St. Ignatius;  
however, this is my third year at a Catholic school. 

I have been playing the flute for eight years as well as singing my whole life.  
Mr. DCamp and Mrs. Ellis have both helped me continue to pursue my love  
of music. I am in both band and choir, and I also started the first pep band  
at this school. I was also able to co-star as the lead in our school’s play, Oz, which 
was hard work but a lot of fun! 

I am not going to be attending college right away but instead once I graduate 
spend time working on myself and growing closer to God before pursuing any  
further education. I have loved my time here at St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy 
and hope that someday maybe I can come back and work here!

ALUMNIarena

“OZ” PERFORMANCE
St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy 
students performed their inaugural 
play, “Oz,” in March 2022. With  
drama as part of the integrated  
classical core curriculum at St. 
Ignatius Chesterton Academy, all 
high school students participated 
as either cast or crew and learned 
about drama both as an art form and 
through a philosophical, historical, 
theological, and literary lens.

St. Ignatius Chesterton Academy Presents

Chesterton Academy

St. Katharine Drexel-St. Mary’s Site
119 W. 7th Street, Kaukauna

No tickets required; free-will donation at the door.

www.stignatiuskaukauna.org

FRIDAY 
MARCH 25  

at 7PM

SATURDAY  
MARCH 26 

at 7PM
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ALUMNI spotlight

FR. WILLIE VAN DE LOO 
School: St. Francis
Graduation year: 1946  
(up to 10th grade)

How did you get to school – 
walk, bus, car?
We carpooled to school with our 
neighbors; we traded off every  
other week. 

Did you have a favorite teacher?
The best teachers I had were 4th or 
6th grade nuns, biological sisters.
 
Do you remember how many  
students were in your class?
When we ended 8th grade we had 20 
to 25. We had around 10 students at 
the end of 10th grade. 

Can you name a time where  
you or one of your classmates 
did something that got you  
in trouble?
(Laughter) Well, we had a thing 
called patrol, where guys wore badges 
and they were supposed to supervise. 
Across the street was a grocery store 
that kids liked to go to during recess, 
but they needed permission. The 
whole bunch didn’t ask permission 
one day, and they got caught coming 
back. That was the end of that  

business – Sister took our badges.  
She was very disappointed. 

Did you have any profound 
experiences in school that stuck 
with you throughout your life?
At the beginning of my second  
year at school, I knew I was a good 
student. That stuck with me for  
the rest of my life. 

What year did you become  
a priest? 
I was ordained in 1955. 

What are the biggest changes 
you have seen in the Church 
over the years?
The change from Latin to English  
was the biggest. There have been 
quite a few others: performing Mass 
facing the other way and inviting 
others to give communion. 

Did you always know you  
wanted to be a priest?
No. In the 6th grade my favorite 
teacher, Sister Joseph Claire, asked 
me to stay after class. She asked if I 
had ever considered being a priest. 
I was shocked but it stayed with me. 
When one of your favorite teachers 
thinks you could be a priest it is really 
inspirational and I never forgot it.  
So I thought I better give it a try. 

Rumor says you can recite the 
Gospel by memory, is that true?
Well the Sunday Gospels, yes. I didn’t 
know I could do it until 1990. I was 
around 60 when I first realized I 
could do it. 

Do you have any hobbies? How 
do you like to spend your time? 
I say Mass every day at St. Willebrords 
in Green Bay and one weekend  
Sunday Mass. I like to golf in the 
summer. Each day, I like to go for a 
walk. I love to read; I enjoy novels 
and history books. 

Do you know alumni doing good things 
in our community? Do you get together 
with your graduation class? If you have a 
story or photo to share, email Margaret 
at: mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org.

ALUMNIarena

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES 
THIS POSSIBLE!
Each year alumni, grandparents, 
parents, parishioners, and friends 
of St. Ignatius are asked to sup-
port our mission by contributing 
to the overall operation of our 
school. Annual donations allow 
us to serve our students and 
address instructional needs  
and facility expenses.

Tuition and parish subsidy cover 
83% of our operational costs. We 
count on everyone’s generosity 
to make up the 17% still needed. 
Help us exceed this year’s goal of 
$300,000 by making a donation 
before June 30, 2022! 

www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/giving

Births and Adoptions 
• Dr. Krista Greenwood (1998) 

and John Podolan,  
welcomed a daughter,  
Josephine Dorothea, in July 
2021. The couple resides in 
Royal Oak, Michigan.

Weddings and  
Anniversaries 
• Deacon Steve (1967) and 

Peggy (Cleveland) Vande 
Hey (1967) celebrated 50 
years of marriage on April 
14, 2022. They were married  
in 1972.

To submit your important 
life events to our Community 
News, fill out the form online: 
www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/
alumni-events. 

You can also email us at  
advancement@ 
stignatiuskaukauna.org.

MARRIAGES, ANNIVERSARIES  
GRADUATIONS, RETIREMENTS 

BIRTHS, AND ADOPTIONS 
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CATECHESIS OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is integrated 
into faith formation at St. Ignatius for pre-
school-grade 1 students. Rooted in the Bible 
and the liturgy of the Church, this hands-on 
and contemplative approach guides students in 
nurturing a relationship with Jesus Christ and 
growing in understanding of the Catholic faith.


