
July, 2017 

This month we would like to update you on the progress of our Consultation Meetings, particularly for those 

unable to attend one of the meetings or hear the discussion. We had a total of 330 participants in the three 

meetings.  There were a few additional staff members and volunteers. They were only counted once as some 

were at more than one meeting. We want to thank all those who attended and those who helped provide the 

food and hospitality at each site.  When the meetings concluded, we asked a very simple question of each 

participant, “Will you support the merger process in our parish communities, yes or no?”  There were 279 

responses from the meetings.  270 responses were “YES” and 9 were “NO”. Last month’s letter also 

provided you with the opportunity to respond to the question.  As of this mailing, 110 replies were 

received.  These responses were 65 “YES” and 45 “NO”.  With a total of 389 responses, the total “yes” 

votes are at 86.11% of all responses and the “no” votes are at 13.89% of the total.    

Three questions were most often asked at the meetings: 

1)  Why merge the three, when you can just close one or two of them?  The simple answer is that all 

three parishes are facing the same reality.  There is not enough money, interest or parish membership to 

sustain any of the parishes for the long term without radical changes.  The Pastors, the Pastoral Council and 

many members believe that we can best accomplish these changes with the creation of a new parish made 

up from elements of the previous three. This will allow important pieces of all three to be preserved while 

creating one vibrant new parish for the West Side.  As Jesus says, we cannot put new wine into old 

wineskins. 

2) Isn’t this all about money? Yes and No. It’s true that Stewardship and membership numbers are down 

in all three parishes over the past 10 years.  The situation is complicated.  Before and during that time, 

financial decisions were made (or not made referring to deferred maintenance) that may have seemed right 

then. The impact these decisions have made on the prolonged financial viability of all three parishes has 

played a major role in bringing us to this moment.  The best solution seems to be a merger of our current 

parishes to emphasize our Mission and continue the level of Ministry that we know we need here on the 

West Side. We believe that potential is there to do something right away, lest financial and membership 

declines become our only motivation. 

3)  The Archdiocese will do whatever it wants, why keep putting them off?  Please remember that we 

are proposing a merger, it is not being imposed on us from the Archbishop or anyone else.  We make the 

request to merge and we take responsibility for its implementation. 

This is a monumental development in the history of our three parish communities and our pastoral council 

and staff take this responsibility as a sacred trust on behalf of our past, present and future members.  We will 

be in constant and careful communication with all of you as often as possible and we will be asking for your 

help several times along the way.  Please remember to include this process in your daily prayers and please 

remember that we are happy to answer any questions you may have to the best of our ability at any time. 

Thank you for your support. 

Fr. Jeff, Fr. Thomas and the Tri-Parish Staff and Pastoral Council. 

 


