
Cluster Liturgy Meeting
April 6, 2017

Members Present:  Father Dubert, Joy Heebink, Brenda Smith, Nancy Farndale, 
Glenda Kuhn, Mary Ann Andersen, Jody Smith, Sue Yost, Tony Urich, Kristi Hejlik

Member Absent:  Mary Chambers

Father Dubert opened the meeting in prayer.

Holy Week Highlights:
Palm Sunday — Father assured all that if we haven’t received our palms as of 

yet they would be forthcoming for the coming Sunday.  
Tenebrae Service — Held at Duncan on Wednesday, April 12th at 8 p.m.
Holy Thursday — Masses are in Garner and Forest City on April 13th both 

starting at 7 p.m.  Some questions were raised as to who chooses the people to 
process with the Holy Oils for Presentation.  Forest City seemed to think that Father 
Paul had already chosen theirs and Garner needs to check with Cheryl as to who is 
presenting for Garner’s mass.

Good Friday services — The services for Good Friday are held at 7 p.m. in 
Duncan and Lake Mills on April 14th.

Easter Vigil — Easter Vigil masses are celebrated this year at Britt and Buffalo 
Center on April 15th at 8:30 p.m.  Father reminded all of the parishes to make sure the 
Paschal candle is changed from “2016” to “2017” before their Easter mass.  Lake Mills 
is the only parish getting a new candle this year as theirs was placed too close to a heat 
source and was badly warped.  Father Dubert has all the numbers for the candles and 
will distribute them accordingly.  Last year’s oils will be burned in the Easter Vigil fire as 
well as any palms from last Palm Sunday.  Father also discussed the use of the 
individual candles during the Easter Vigil masses and the appropriate times to light 
them — the first being during the entrance and the second being at the blessing of the 
water.  Jody requested that we send at least 5 Hispanic missalettes from Britt for them 
to have at Buffalo Center and Kristi will send them with Father Paul on Sunday.

Easter Mass — Sunday morning Easter masses are at Duncan at 8 a.m. and 
Garner at 10:00 a.m. and Lake Mills at 8:30 and Forest City at 10:30.
Awareness of Items In the Budget:
Father gave a quick overview of actual expenses from July 1st to then present with 
expenses being $34,649.14 and income from gifts/hymnal donations being $21,690.00.  
Since this reflects the expenses in the purchase of the hymnals, the expenses are 
expected to be much smaller next year so he is budgeting $5000.  The number of 
missalettes will be cut next year as well to about 100-120.  
Some discussion was given the the “Our Sunday Visitor” publication which was made 
available for a brief period of time but they were not well received so it was decided to 
not order this publication.  Father Dubert’s goal is to promote adult Catholic education 
within our cluster and that will be a forthcoming goal.



Mary Ann Andersen’s Request for Colloquium funding:
Mary Ann submitted a request for reimbursement for registration of tuition for the Sacred 
Music Colloquium that is being held in St. Paul, MN in June in the amount of $575.  
Mary is paying for her own room and board.  Nancy Farndale and Matthew Farndale are 
going to be attending on Wednesday only that week.  Father Dubert approved the 
expense.
Orders of Respond & Acclaim and Today’s Liturgy:
Discussion was held regarding who has and does not have copies of the Today’s Liturgy 
at the present time.  St. Patrick’s in Britt has one as well as St. James in Forest City of 
which they are charing amongst the northern parishes as well as with Nancy Farndale.  
Brenda Smith agreed to scan Britt’s copy and email to Jody Smith for ease of use for 
them.  We went around the table and noted what we need for next year’s order for each 
with the results being as follows:

Respond & Acclaim:

St. Patricks, Britt — 3 St. James, Forest City — 5
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan — 4 St. Patricks, Lake Mills — 2
St. Boniface, Garner — 10 St. Patricks,  Buffalo Center — 1

Today’s Liturgy

St. Patricks, Britt — 2 St. James, Forest City — 2
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan — 1 St. Patricks, Lake Mills — 1
St. Boniface, Garner — 2 St. Patricks,  Buffalo Center — 1

Sound System:
Father Dubert made the request that in the “bigger churches” (Forest City, Britt, Duncan 
and Garner) microphones for the altar and a stand microphone for in front of the 
presider’s chair be budgeted.  Brenda Smith asked if we could contact our gentleman 
who is familiar with the Britt church and ask him for some ideas/estimates.  She will also 
give the name and number to Father Dubert as he would like consistency in the cluster 
and perhaps this gentleman can be of some assistance in this matter.  Sue Yost made 
the request of a new cantor microphone for Lake Mills as it is very difficult to hear the 
cantor with their current microphone.
Funeral Protocol:
Father Dubert reinforced that when there is a death in a parish, Father Dubert himself, 
or in Father Dubert’s absence Cheryl, needs to be contacted to confirm the date and 
time from the funeral director.  If a parish has someone who meets with the family to 
help plan the funeral mass that is fine but Father usually makes an effort to do so with 
the funeral director as well.
Some discussion was held as to how to reach Father Dubert for emergencies and he 
asked that we call the rectory and Cheryl can give the message to him during hours and 
if it is after hours he should be there to take the call.  There was some concern as some 
of us have tried leaving messages before but the voicemail was full and a message 
could not be left.  Father Dubert assured us saying that Cheryl and Louise were helping 



him with that issue.  He also stated that if it is an emergency and you cannot get a hold 
of him then try to get another priest for that matter as it must mean that he has been 
called away in a different direction.
Consistency in Liturgy:
Father Dubert stated that he will be working with each parish to address each parish’s 
“liturgical quirks”.  He did ask that in the churches with choir lofts, have an extra 
eucharistic minister proceed directly to the back of the church and go upstairs and 
distribute to the choir between communion songs as is done in Britt.  This makes things 
go along much more efficiently.  Father Dubert also stated that the subject of length of 
mass times was addressed at the beginning of the year and the decision was made to 
strive to not go more than 5 minutes over an hour for the mass.  Both priests are 
working on the timing of the homily and the choice of which eucharistic prayer to use to 
achieve this result and we were asked to do our part in the aspect of music, keeping it 
to what is necessary and to the point.  It is realized that in some cases, i.e. a baptism, 
First Communion, etc… it will not be possible to keep it to the goal and that is certainly 
understandable for all.
Election of Officers:
Joy stated that while she enjoyed her year, she feels she needs to move on and take on 
a new focus and asked that we elect a new leader.  Mary Ann Andersen nominated Tony 
Urich.  With no objections, Tony Urich is taking on the task.  Kristi Hejlik agreed to take 
only one more year of the secretary position before passing it on.
Setting dates for 2017-2018:
It was agreed that we really only need to have two meetings a year to get the bulk of 
things discussed as we already do rely on each other for questions and assistance 
when needed.  The meeting dates are:

August 3, 2017 at St. James in Forest City
January 4, 2018 at St. James in Forest City — This meeting is early enough in 
January to give us plenty of time for a “back up” plan should weather dictate that.

Closing prayer was lead by Father Dubert.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristi Hejlik


