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Present:  Jeanine Faulkner, Tom Kuhn, Melany Hejlik, Cindy Mary, Dawn Doughan, Todd and Jennifer 

Hughes, Gail Kuefler, Regina Adams, Jacqulen Trca and Father Dubert 

  

Jeanine Faulkner opened the meeting at 6:32 p.m.  Father Dubert led the opening prayer.   

The December 1, 2016, meeting minutes were read.  Tom motioned to approve the minutes as read.  Cindy 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End:  We discussed having a guest speaker speak on end-of-life issues or 

obtaining a DVD on that subject.   Father Dubert will look on a web site to see if there is a  DVD by a priest 

from St. Louis who is on EWTN.  We would show the DVD at St. James one evening in the future. 

 

Iowa Prayer for Life 2017 at Capitol in Des Moines,  Feb. 7:  Melany reported that the speakers, Jason 

Jones and Meagan Weber, were very good.  Sponsored by several pro-life groups, the event included 

prayer, speaking to Legislators, a luncheon and  the program. 

 

Stork’s Bus:  This a mobile ultrasound machine used to encourage women to protect their unborn child 

from abortion.  Melany reported that some groups sponsor a Stork Sunday and invite the bus to their 

community and open up the bus for tours.  This is a fund-raiser for the bus.  

 

Vigil in the Capitol Rotunda in Des Moines, Thursday, March 30, 2017:  Melany reported that no details 

are available to date.  This is replace the Midwest March for Life which was to be held in January.  

 

National March for Life in Washington, DC, January 25-29, 2017:  Jennifer Hughes reported that Bailey 

Hughes attended  the event.  The trip was a great experience and it was great to see vice-president Pence 

and other speakers in person.  Twelve from our cluster attended, 7 high school students and  5 adults. 

 

The Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2017:  This reception to honor those who were baptized in the previous 

year and newcomers to the parish was held at St. James.  Cindy Mary will contact the parish life committee 

in the other parishes of our cluster to encourage them to hold a similar reception in their churches on the 

second Sunday of January each year. 

 

9 Days for Life Novena, January 21-19, 2017:  Mary Ann Andersen distributed information regarding the 

prayers for the “9 Days for Life” and the website to contact for the prayers. 

 

Father Dubert suggested that the cluster should have a prayer chain which includes all six parishes. 

 

New Business: 

 

True Life update:  Melany passed out handouts that explained the “Equipped for Life Course” that makes it 

possible for any individual or group to experience pro-life dialogue training and help someone change their 

mind about abortion.  She also reported about the Silver Ring activity in which trained volunteers teach the 

youth.  The event would probably be held at a church with volunteers housed in private homes.  

The fate of the Life at Conception Bill #253 rests in the Senate Judiciary Committee in Des Moines.  A 

prolife website is “She’s a Baby.com.” 

 

Rally for Life, Pro-Life Speaker in Algona, January 22, 2017:   Jeanine reported on seeing Paula Ellefson at 

Algona.  Paula has had an abortion and told her story how God touched her heart and changed her.  She is a 

youth pastor from Rochester.  Jeanine will contact her to see if she would be able to speak in our cluster, 

possibly on Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 6:30 p.m. at St. James in Forest City.  The talk would be open to all high 

school students and adults.  Paula doesn’t charge for her talks but asks only to cover her expenses.  
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Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Bookmarks:  Regina found some bookmarks leftover from previous years in 

the office.  Cindy made the motion to give out Mother’s Day  and Father’s Day prayer bookmarks.  Motion 

was seconded and approved.  Additional ones will be ordered.     

 

Spiritual Sponsorship of an unborn adopted baby:  Tom Kuhn asked Father Dubert to put something in his 

pastor’s message in the March 19th bulletin to explain the spiritual sponsorship program. Spiritual 

sponsorship of a unborn adopted baby will begin March 25, 2017.  A special prayer is said each day for the 

baby.  A baby shower for the spiritually adopted baby will be held in October on the same night as the St. 

James Living Rosary.   Faith Formation youth in the younger classes can make a bracelet to wear with the 

name of their adopted baby on it.  In the past the Knights of Columbus have covered the expenses for the 

materials for the bracelets.  Tom suggested that since our committee has money in the budget, the cluster 

should pay for them.  Father Dubert approved of this.  Tom made the motion that the cluster will cover the 

cost of the youth bracelets made by the faith formation students.  Motion was seconded and carried. Tom 

said the cost would be approximately one hundred dollars.  Sign-up slips will be left in the pews so 

parishioners can fill them out during the homily of the Mass.  A person from each parish will explain the 

sign-up procedure before the homily.   

      

Beginning March 25 Respect Life posters are put up monthly to show the development of the unborn child 

each month of the pregnancy.  Todd Hughes agreed to put up the posters at Buffalo Center.  Dawn Doughan 

agreed to put up the posters at Britt.  Regina Adams will put them up at Lake Mills.  All the other parishes 

in the cluster have someone who has agreed to put the posters up in their churches. 

 

Cindy brought up whether we should have a combined living rosary for the entire cluster in October.  Father 

Dubert suggested each parish have their own living rosary.  Jeanine suggested that each parish in the cluster 

should set up a baby crib, bassinet or some other item during the month of October in which to collect baby 

items for the baby shower.  Melany made the motion. Tom seconded it.  Motion carried.  

 

Tom Kuhn reported that the Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Boomerang will begin on Mother’s Day and 

continue for three weeks or so. 

 

As part of our social concerns activity, Tom motioned that our committee consider using less Styrofoam, 

use paper or wash dishes as a way of being environmentally friendly, as suggested by Pope Francis, and 

encourage our parishes to do the same.  Father seconded the motion.  Motioned carried.  

 

Next meeting will be Thursday, Sept. 7, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Father Dubert led us in the closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 

Gail Kuefler, recorder 

 

 


