
 

 

        

Turn off the television and open the Bible: Let us listen to Jesus as he proclaims the Kingdom of God. Let us consider what he says and 

to whom he says it. What does he say? Jesus begins his preaching with these words: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand”. God is near, that is the first message. His kingdom has come down to earth. God is not, as we are often tempted to think, 

distant, up in heaven, detached from the human condition. No, he is in our midst. The time of his distance ended when, in Jesus, he 

became man. Ever since then, God has been very close to us; he will never retire from our human condition or tire of it. This closeness 

is the very first message of the Gospel; today’s reading tells us that Jesus “was saying” those words: he kept repeating them. “God is 

near” was the leitmotif of his preaching, the heart of his message. If this was the opening theme and the refrain of all Jesus’ preaching, 

it must necessarily be the one constant of the Christian life and message. Before all else, we must believe and proclaim that God has 

drawn near to us, that we have been forgiven and shown mercy. Prior to every word of ours about God, there is his word to us, his 

Word who continues to tell us: “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I am at your side and I will always be there”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The word of God enables us to touch this closeness, since — as the Book of Deuteronomy tells us — it is not far from us, it is near to 

our hearts. It is the antidote to our fear of having to face life alone. Indeed, by his word the Lord consoles us, that is, he stands “with” 

those who are “alone”. In speaking to us, he reminds us that he has taken us to heart, that we are precious in his eyes, and that he 

holds us in the palm of his hand. God’s word infuses this peace, but it does not leave us in peace. It is a word of consolation but also a 

call to conversion. “Repent”, says Jesus, immediately after proclaiming God’s closeness. For, thanks to his closeness, we can no longer 

distance ourselves from God and from others. The time when we could live thinking only of ourselves is now over. To do so is not 

Christian, for those who experience God’s closeness cannot ignore their neighbors or treat them with indifference. Those who hear 

God’s word are constantly reminded that life is not about shielding ourselves from others, but about encountering them in the name 

of God who is near. The word sown in the soil of our hearts, leads us in turn to sow hope through closeness to others. Even as God has 

done with us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Let us now consider to whom Jesus speaks. His first words are to Galilean fishermen, simple folk who lived by harsh manual labor, by 

day and night. They were no experts in Scripture or people of great knowledge and culture. They lived in a region made up of various 

peoples, ethnic groups, and cults: one that could not have been further from the religious purity of Jerusalem, the heart of the 

country. Yet that is where Jesus began, not from the center but from the periphery, and he did so in order to tell us too that no one is 

far from God’s heart. Everyone can receive his word and encounter him in person. The Gospel offers a nice detail in this regard, when 

it tells us that Jesus’ preaching came “after” that of John. That word after is decisive: it points to a difference. John received people in 

the desert, where only those able to leave their homes could go. Jesus, on the other hand, speaks of God in the heart of society, to 

everyone, wherever they find themselves. He does not speak at fixed times or places, but “walking along the shore”, to fishermen who 

were “casting their nets”. He speaks to people in the most ordinary times and places. Here we see the universal power of the word of 

God to reach everyone and every area of life.                                                                                                                                                                    

Yet the word of God also has particular power, that is, it can touch each person directly. The disciples would never forget the words 

they heard that day on the shore of the lake, by their boats, in the company of their family members and fellow workers: words that 

marked their lives forever. Jesus said to them: “Follow me, I will make you become fishers of men”. He did not appeal to them using 

lofty words and ideas but spoke to their lives. He told fishermen that they were to be fishers of men. If he had told them: “Follow me, I 

will make you Apostles, you will be sent into the world to preach the Gospel in the power of the Spirit; you will be killed, but you will 

become saints”, we can be sure that Peter and Andrew would have answered: “Thanks, but we’ll stick to our nets and our boats!” But 

Jesus spoke to them in terms of their own livelihood: “You are fishermen, and you will become fishers of men”. Struck by those words, 

they come to realize that lowering their nets for fish was too little, whereas putting out into the deep in response to the word of Jesus 

was the secret of true joy. The Lord does the same with us: he looks for us where we are, he loves us as we are, and he patiently walks 

by our side. As he did with those fishermen, he waits for us on the shore of our life. With his word, he wants to change us, to invite us 

to live fuller lives and to put out into the deep together with him.                                                                                                                                   

So dear brothers and sisters, let us not ignore God’s word. It is a love letter, written to us by the One who knows us best. That word 

brings us close to God. Let us not keep it at arm’s length, but carry it with us always, in our pocket, on our phone. Let us give it a 

worthy place in our homes. Let us set the Gospel in a place where we can remember to open it daily, perhaps at the beginning and at 

the end of the day, so that amid all those words that ring in our ears, there may also be a few verses of the word of God that can 

touch our hearts. To be able to do this, let us ask the Lord for the strength to turn off the television and open the Bible, to turn off our 

cell phone and open the Gospel. During this liturgical year, we are reading Saint Mark, the simplest and the shortest of the Gospels. 

Why not read it at home too, even a brief passage each day. It will make us feel God’s closeness to us and fill us with courage as we 

make our way through life.  Archbishop Rino Miscella, introduced the reading of the homily prepared by Pope Francis 



From a Letter to the Church of Smyrna by St Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr (107 a.d.): From Ignatius, known as Theophorous, 

to the Church of God the Father of Jesus Christ, his beloved, at Smyrna in Asia, wishing you all the joy in an immaculate spirit and the 

Word of God. By his mercy you have won every gift and lack none, filled as you are with the faith and love, bel oved on God and 

fruitful in sanctity. I celebrate the glory of Jesus Christ as God, because he is responsible for your wisdom, well aware as I am of the 

perfection of your unshakable faith. You are like men who have been nailed body and soul to the cross of Jesus Christ, confirmed in 

love by his blood.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

In regard to the Lord, you firmly believe that he was of the race of David according to the flesh, but God’s Son by the will and power of 

God; truly born of the Virgin and baptized by John, that all justice might be fulfilled; truly nailed to the Cross in the flesh for our sake 

under Pontius Pilate and the Tetrarch Herod, and of his most bel oved passion we are the fruit. And thus, by his resurrection he raised 

up a standard over his saints and faithful, ones for all time (both Jews and Gentiles alike) in the one body of his Church for he endured 

this for us, for our salvation; and he really suffered, and just as truly rose from the dead.                                                                                    

As for myself, I am convinced that he was united with his body even after his resurrection. When he visited Peter and his companions, 

he said to them: "Take hold of me, touch me and see that I am not a spirit without a body". Immediately they touched him and 

believed, clutching at his body and his very spirit. And for this reason, thy despised death and conquered it. In addition, after his 

resurrection, the Lord ate and drank with them like a real human being, even though in spirit he was united with his Father. And so, I 

am giving you serious instruction on these things, even though I am aware that you believe them to be so. 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday            There must be a first mover existing above all… and this we call God.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Monday          To know much and taste nothing-of what use is that?                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tuesday          We make Idols of our concepts, but Wisdom is born of wonder.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Wednesday    Everything must have in it a sharp seasoning of truth.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday         We carry sin around until the weight of it brings us to our knees.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Friday              Stand in the divine rain, and seeds of wisdom will grow in your soul.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Saturday         Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety. 

 Prayer of Surrender: Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding and my entire will, all I have and call 

my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you will. Give me only your love 

and your grace. That is enough for me. Amen… Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of happiness; He is waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; He is the 

beauty to which you are so attracted; it is He who provoked you with that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for 

compromise; it is He who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is He who reads in your heart your most genuine choices, 

the choices that others try to stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to follow 

an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be ground down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and 

patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the world more human and more fraternal.…  Pope John Paul II 

God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to 

another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of 

connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, 

a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, 

whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may 

serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away 

my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me. 

Still, He knows what He is about… John Henry Newman 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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