
 

 

        

No one is excluded from the Church’s mission: In the parable we have heard, the Lord appears as a man who, before leaving on 

a journey, calls his servants and entrusts his property to them. God has entrusted us with his greatest treasures: our own lives 

and the lives of others. He has entrusted any number of different gifts to each of us. These gifts, these talents, are not 

something to be stored in a safe; they are a true vocation: the Lord calls us to make our talents bear fruit, with boldness and 

creativity. God will ask us if we stepped forward and took risks, even losing face. This extraordinary Missionary Month should 

jolt us and motivate us to be active in doing good. Not notaries of faith and guardians of grace, but missionaries.                                                                                                                        

We become missionaries by living as witnesses: bearing witness by our lives that we have come to know Jesus. It is our lives that 

speak. Witness is the key word: a word with the same root as the word “martyr”. The martyrs are the primary witnesses of 

faith: not by their words but by their lives. They know that faith is not propaganda or proselytism: it is a respectful gift of one’s 

life. They live by spreading peace and joy, by loving everyone, even their enemies, out of love for Jesus. Can we, who have 

discovered that we are children of the heavenly Father, keep silent about the joy of being loved, the certainty of being ever 

precious in God’s eyes? That is a message that so many people are waiting to hear. And it is our responsibility. Let us ask 

ourselves this month: how good a witness am I?                                                                                                                                                                       

At the end of the parable, the Lord describes the enterprising servant as “good and trustworthy”, and the fearful servant as 

“wicked and lazy”. Why is God so harsh with the servant who was afraid? What evil did he do? His evil was not having done 

good; he sinned by omission. Saint Albert Hurtado once said: “It is good not to do evil, but it is evil not to do good”. This is the 

sin of omission. This could be the sin of an entire life, for we have been given life not to bury it, but to make something of it; not 

to keep it for ourselves, but to give it away. Whoever stands with Jesus knows that we keep what we give away; we possess 

what we give to others. The secret for possessing life is to give it away. To live by omission is to deny our vocation: omission is 

the opposite of mission.                                                                                                                                                                                              

We sin by omission, that is, against mission, whenever, rather than spreading joy, we think of ourselves as victims, or think that 

no one loves us or understands us. We sin against mission when we yield to resignation: “I can’t do this: I’m not up to it”. How 

can that be? God has given you talents, yet you think yourself so poor that you cannot enrich a single person. We sin against 

mission when we complain and keep saying that everything is going from bad to worse, in the world and in the Church. We sin 

against mission when we become slaves to the fears that immobilize us, when we let ourselves be paralyzed by thinking that 

“things will never change”. We sin against mission when we live life as a burden and not as a gift, when we put ourselves and 

our concerns at the center, and not our brothers and sisters who are waiting to be loved.                                                               

“God loves a cheerful giver”. He loves the Church on the go. But let us be attentive: if it is not on the go, it is not Church. The 

Church is meant for the road, meant to be on the move. A Church on the go, a missionary Church is a Church that does not 

waste time lamenting things that go wrong, the loss of faithful, the values of the time now in the past. A Church that does not 

seek safe oases to dwell in peace, but longs to be salt of the earth and a leaven in the world. For such a Church knows that this 

is her strength, that of Jesus himself: not social or institutional relevance, but humble and gratuitous love… Homily of Pope 

Francis… Vatican Basilica Tuesday, 1st October 2019 

St Theresa of the Child Jesus shows us the way: She made prayer the fuel for missionary activity in the world. How much are we 

praying for the spread of the Gospel? Then there is St Patrick, St Francis Xavier, St Therese of the Child Jesus, to mention but a 

few. At this time, the Lord is calling us, mothers, fathers, members of families, the employed, the unemployed, the elderly. the 

sick, Jesus is asking us to be a gift wherever you are, whatever you do. Jesus is asking you not simply to just to complain about 

life, to give life by your courage. The Holy Spirit is the protagonist of our mission. Go with the Holy Spirit, the Lord will not leave 

you alone in bearing through. In bearing witness you will discover that the Holy Spirit has gone before you and prepared the 

way for you. 

A Convert shares her thoughts on the Holy Hour: During the Holy Hour, which I have attended for a number of years, I have 

learned to say the Rosary , attended Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, I have come to realize the value of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. The Rosary teaches me to slow down and listen to Jesus. Adoration teaches me to focus on Jesus, who has 

become the center of my life. Confession is a special meeting with Jesus, person to person. 



What is Man? The New Testament would reply with the words of the Apostle John: the One whom God so loved.... that he gave 

his only Son. The answer evokes a second: Man is that creature who dared to slaughter the Son God sent him, is still ignorant of 

the collective guilt that binds all men. Already on the historical plane one stands for all, and all have to bear the consequences 

of the deeds of one; how much more so here where it is a question of the great collectivity of deicide and redemption. The 

Scriptures give a third answer to the question: Man is a creature who now lives upon the destiny of Christ; him on whom God's 

love still rests, but also the responsibility for driving that love to death…Romano Guardini 

The Teacher within: There is a great mystery, my friends, in my attempts to teach you. The sound of my words may strike your 

ears, but the real teacher is inside you. You really do not learn anything from another human being. Oh, I can suggest some 

truths through the sound of my voice, but if the Divine Teacher is not in you, the sounds I make are empty. It is the Divine 

Master within who teaches you. It is Christ who teaches you and if you do not hear his voice sounding within, any words blaring 

from outside are useless clatter ... St Augustine of Hippo 

Written on our Hearts: You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known and read by all 

men; and you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the Living God, 

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 2 Corinthians 3:1-3 

A Thought for the Day                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Sunday            Anyone can be a barbarian; it requires great effort to be or remain a civilized man                                                             

Monday          I pity the man who can travel from Dan to Beersheba, and cry it is all barren.                                                                                                                

Tuesday          Thou shalt get found out, is not one of God's commandments, and no one can be saved by trying to keep it.                                                         

Wednesday    The ultimate test for us of what a truth means is the conduct it dictates or inspires.                                                  

Thursday         The confession of evil works is the beginning of good works.                                                                                                    

Friday              The human heart, at whatever age, opens only to the heart that opens in return.                                                        

Saturday         Minds are not conquered by force but by love and high-mindedness 

The Bond: Prayer is the bond that effectively unites us... It is through prayer that believers meet one another at a level where 

inequalities, misunderstandings, bitterness, and hostility are overcome, namely before God, the Lord and Father of us all… St. 

John Paul II 

Be still and know that I am God: Let us leave a little room in our lives for reflection, room too for silence. Let us look within 

ourselves and see whether there is some delightful hidden place inside where we can be free of noise and argument. Let us 

hear the Word of God in stillness and perhaps we will then come to understand it… St Augustine of Hippo 

The Twelve:  We must take note of the fact that the community of Jesus' disciples is not an amorphous mob. At its center is the 

Twelve, who form a compactly knit core... We should bear in mind that the Twelve receive the title ''apostles" only after the 

Resurrection. Previously they had been called simply "the Twelve". This number, which joins them together into a clearly 

delineated community, is so important that after Judas ' betrayal it is once more completed (Acts 1).Mark descries their 

vocation with the phrase "and Jesus made Twelve" (Mk 3:14).Their primary task is simply to be the community of the Twelve.                 

Two additional functions then come into play: that they might be with him and that he might send them (Mk 3) the symbolic 

value of the Twelve is consequently of decisive significance: twelve is the number of Jacob’s sons, the number of the twelve 

tribes of Israel. In constituting the circle of Twelve, Jesus presents himself as the Patriarch of the new Israel and institutes these 

twelve men as its origin and foundation. There could be no clearer way of expressing the beginning of a new people, which is 

now no longer formed by physical descent but by "being with Jesus" a reality that the Twelve receive and that he sends them to 

mediate to others. The theme of unity and plurality may already be described here as well, although the oneness of the new 

people is the dominant aspect on account of the inseparable communion of the Twelve, who fulfill their symbolism - their 

mission - only as Twelve. Pope Benedict XVI 
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