
 

 

        

Priesthood is not a career but a service: Dear Brothers and Sisters, Our sons have been called to the order of priests. It will do us all 

good to carefully consider the position to which they are to be promoted in the Church. It is true that the Lord Jesus is the High Priest 

of the New Testament and God has also made his entire people a royal priesthood in Christ. But Jesus Christ also chose some of his 

followers to carry out publicly in the Church a priestly ministry in his name on behalf of mankind, continuing his personal mission as 

Teacher, as Priest, as Shepherd. After mature reflection, these, our brothers, are now to be ordained to the priesthood in the Order of 

the presbyterate so as to serve Christ the Teacher, Priest and Shepherd, by whose ministry his body, that is, the Church is built and 

grows into the people of God, a holy temple. My beloved brothers and sons, you are now to be advanced to the order of the 

presbyterate. You must apply your energies to the duty of teaching in the name of Christ, the chief Teacher. You will be like him 

shepherds. That is what he wants of you. Pastors. Shepherds of the holy faithful people of God. Shepherds who go with the people of 

God: sometimes in front of the flock, sometimes in the middle or behind, but always there with God’s people.                                                                                                                                          

In the past in the language of the past one spoke of an “ecclesiastic career” which did not have the same meaning as it does today. 

This is not a “career”; it is a service, a service like the one God did to his people. And this service of God to his people has “traces”, it 

has a style, a style that you have to follow. A style of closeness, a style of compassion and a style of tenderness. This is God’s style. 

Closeness, compassion, tenderness.                                                                                                                                                                        

Closeness. The four ways of “closeness” of priests. There are four of them. Closeness to God in prayer, in the Sacraments, at Mass. 

Speaking with the Lord, being close to the Lord. He made himself close to us in his Son. In the entire story of his Son. He was also close 

to you, to each of you, in your journey of life, until this moment. Even in bad moments of sin, he was there. Closeness. Be close to the 

holy faithful people of God. But first of all, everyone close to God in prayer. A priest who does not pray, slowly puts out the fire of the 

Holy Spirit within. Closeness to God.                                                                                                                                                                            

Second: closeness to the Bishop, and in this case to the “Vice-Bishop”. Being close, because you will have unity in the Bishop. You are, 

I don’t want to say servants — you are God’s servants — but collaborators of the Bishop. Closeness. I remember once, a long time 

ago, a priest who had the misfortune, let’s put it this way, of making a slip-up…. The first thought that came to my mind was to call the 

Bishop. Even in bad times, call the Bishop to be close to him. Closeness to God in prayer, closeness to the Bishop. “But I do not like this 

Bishop”. But he is your father. “But this Bishop treats me badly”. Be humble, go to the Bishop.                                                                                

Third: closeness among yourselves. And I suggest an objective to you on this day: never speak ill of a brother priest. If you have 

something against another, be men, you wear trousers: go there and tell it to their face. “But this is a very bad thing… I don’t know 

how he will take it”. Go to the Bishop who will help you. But never, never speak ill. Don’t be loud-mouthed. Do not fall into gossip. 

Unity among you: in the presbyteral Council, in the commissions, at work. Closeness among yourselves and with the Bishop.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

And fourth: for me after God, the most important closeness is to the holy faithful people of God. None of you studied to become a 

priest. You studied ecclesiastic science as the Church says must be done. But you were elected, taken from the people of God. The 

Lord said to David: “I took you from following the sheep”. Do not forget where you came from: your family, your people. Do not lose 

the intuition of the people of God. Paul said to Timothy: “Remember your mother, your grandmother…” Yes, where you came from. 

And the people of God…. The author of the Letter to the Hebrews says: “Remember those who introduced you to the faith. Priests of 

the People, not clerics of State!                                                                                                                                                                                            

The four types of closeness of priests: closeness to God, closeness to the Bishop, closeness among yourselves, closeness to the people 

of God. The style of closeness is God’s style. However, God’s style is also a style of compassion and tenderness. Do not close your 

heart to problems. And you will encounter many! When people come to tell you their problems and to be accompanied …. Spend time 

listening and comforting. Compassion that leads to forgiveness, to mercy. Please: be merciful, be forgivers. Because God forgives 

everything. He never tires of forgiving. It is we who grow tired of asking for forgiveness. Closeness and compassion. But tender 

compassion, with that tenderness of family, of brothers, of fathers … with that tenderness that makes you feel that you are in the 

House of God. I wish for you this style, this style that is God's style...... The Holy Father ordains nine priests for the Diocese of Rome 

Friendship for One in need: If poverty pinches, if grief saddens us, if evil darkens our life if any other misfortune fills us with 

foreboding, let there be good friends at hand who know how to "weep with those who weep" as well as "rejoice with those who 

rejoice". With such good friends such bitter trials are lessened, the heavy burdens are lightened, the obstacles are met and 

overcome........ St Augustine 

One of the deepest needs is "lord teach us to pray" when on the slopes of the Mount of Olives the Apostles addressed Jesus in these 

words. They were not asking an extraordinary question, with trust they were expressing one of the great needs of the human heart. 



The Event of Christianity: We have come to believe in God’s love: in these words the Christian can express the fundamental decision 

of his life. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives 

life a new horizon and a decisive direction. St John’s Gospel describes that event in these words: God so l oved the world that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever be1ieves in him should.... have eternal life. (3:16) In acknowledging the centrality of love, Christian faith 

has retained the core of Israel's faith, while at the same time giving it new depth and breadth. The pious Jew prayed daily the words of 

the Book of Deuteronomy which expressed the heart of his existence: "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord, and you shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your might". Jesus entered into a single precept this 

commandment of love of God and the commandment of love of neighbor found in the Book of Leviticus: "You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself". Since God has first loved us (1 John 4:10) love is now no longer a mere "command"; it is the response of the gift of love 

with which God draws near to is.... Pope Benedict XVI 

The Angle of Love: There are situations in which a man's capacity of indignation is a test of his love. There are enormities against 

which love cannot help standing out with all its abilities, and some which only love has the courage to challenge. To the 

pharisees Jesus brought not peace, but a sword, knowing that in the end he would be worsted on the gallows; but the future 

weal of mankind mattered more to his love than the vested interested of the pharisees or his own kin.                                             

He would love everybody, but how could love show only its gentler side to those who not only rejected Him but tried every 

device of hate to put obstacles of hate between him and everybody else. The one thing the love of mankind, for all its 

preference for gentleness, cannot tolerate is the hate, contempt, or exploitation of mankind. Before this it will erupt like a 

volcano. The very reason is that it is the love of mankind...T E Jessop 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday             It is not great men who change the world, but weak men in the hands of a great God.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Monday           A soul occupied with great ideas best performs small duties.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Tuesday           God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today. Have you used one to say “thank you”.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Wednesday     Seek grace in the smallest things.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Thursday         The Lord gives being, conserves life, grants growth, and feeling.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Friday               Like Saint Joseph, once we have heard God’s voice, we must rise from our slumber; we must get up and act.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Saturday          Though the waves tower on high, they cannot overwhelm the boat of Jesus. 

 The Love of Christ: Some people learn to love the whole world through the love of God; for them the way of sacrifice is direct 

and informed with Joy. Others learn to love God through loving one another.... The heart that has been exchanged for Christ's 

Heart radiates from the love of its own children to all the children of God, because now it cannot fail to love the heavenly 

Father Himself as Christ loves Him.... Caryll Houselander  

My Wish for You: I wish you God's rich blessings, upon life's happy way; success and happiness be yours on each succeeding 

day. One little prayer I hope you will say, in hail or rain or sun: we learned this prayer from Christ's own lips, "Father Thy will be 

done". And if perchance we do not meet till years have passed away, perhaps this little verse will bring fond memories of today. 

An Open World: Ours is an open world. We are open not just to the whole world, but to the whole universe. On the brink of 

heaven knows what discoveries beyond our planet. If man is around a few hundred thousand years, there is no telling what he 

may do. The idea of man mastering the universe in a basic way, is not something which we hold impossible. In the last fifty 

years man has left his impression the material world in a most astonishing way. As Christians we should not look at this 

development as a danger; it can be a marvelous thing. The Book of Genesis tells us: "God put man in the garden" that is to say, 

in the world to take care of it". He made that world for man and he gave it to man to dominate to make his own, not to exploit, 

but to transform… Bernard Cooke 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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