
 

 

        

The Long March of the Desert: Three billion people, out of a total population of over seven-and-a-half billion residents, live in arid 

zones throughout the planet. These areas cover 46 per cent of surface lands and are at risk of degrading due to desertification, the 

transformation into desert of arid or semi-arid zones that are still homes to activities related to crops and livestock. This process is 

facilitated by natural events such as drought, but also by uncontrolled exploitation by humans. The advance of desertification and the 

degradation of soil could lead, by mid-century, to a reduction of at least 10 per cent of worldwide harvests, a 30 per cent increase in 

food prices and poverty for 135 million farmers. The migratory movements that will derive from it will likely bring instability and 

tension.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Great Green Wall is an ambitious initiative designed to reduce desertification in Africa. Once completed, it will be one of the 

largest living structures on the planet, and it will extend beyond 4,500 miles through the entire Sahel. The Great Green Wall was 

conceived in 2007 and, thanks to the contribution of millions of trees, it prevents the expansion of the Sahara and at the same time 

reduces soil erosion. The initiative, which is still incomplete, has allowed for the recovery of 37 million acres of degraded land in 

Ethiopia, and has obtained similar results in Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Niger. The goal for 2030 is to recover 247 million acres of land 

and create 10 million jobs in rural areas.                                                                                                                                                                           

Archaeological finds indicate that the arid zones of Africa have been getting drier and drier for over 500 thousand years. One factor 

aggravating the situation is the scant fertility of the soil, whose bedrock is constituted of granite and gneiss. Most African soil is 

characterized by a sparse presence of clay, and this means that its cultivation, but also its loss, is rather easy. Africa is very old, 

geologically, and its surface is between two and six hundred million years old. Human activities aimed at obtaining food, fibres and 

fuel have significantly altered the soil.                                                                                                                                                                           

In China, desertification, which has increased in speed in the second half of the last century, is encompassing thousands of square 

kilometers of fertile soil every year. More than a quarter of the country is degraded or turning into desert. The Chinese State Forestry 

and Grassland Administration considers it a very serious ecological problem. In 2005, the government began moving millions of people 

who live in dry and barren territories. Deforestation has worsened matters, given that little more than three per cent of the country’s 

forests are intact. The government has tried to tackle the consequences of soil erosion with a project aimed at desertification 

launched in 1978. Divided into eight phases, it is expected to be completed in 2050. In the last four decades more than eight million 

trees have been planted and ten million hectares of desertified grasslands have been protected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

A 2016 report by the Indian Space Research Organization estimated that 30 per cent of India’s surface is degraded. The heaviest hit 

States are Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Jammu & Kashmir, and Karnataka. They contribute two thirds of the total degraded area 

identified. The loss of vegetation, as reported by Caritas, has caused problems to fertile lands and has allowed water to become a 

luxury item. Problems related to monsoons, dating back to 1999, have damaged the soil and the ground has become barren. 

Vegetation, trees and shrubs in particular, play an essential role in protecting the soil because they protect it from erosion thanks to 

their long lives and the development of roots. Their disappearance can increase the vulnerability of the land and render it desolate. 

Indian farmers, such as in the district of Balangir in Odisha, have rushed to resolve the problem by building ponds to irrigate the land 

during the dry season and ward off desertification. South-eastern Spain is one of the driest and most arid regions of Europe, and it is 

precisely here that a decision was made to build a wall to counter climate change. Fifty thousand trees have been planted to stop the 

erosion of tons of fertile soil, a veritable green blanket essential to holding and deeply filtering water. The collective effort is the work 

of 300 people, including farm and livestock workers and business people who have decided to join together and fight for the common 

good. According to Gabriel del Barrio, a researcher at the Experimental Station of Arid Zones (eeza) in Almería, isolated efforts are not 

enough to tackle the problem and prevent desertification. Thus, the future is in everyone’s hands, and the hope is that it is not too 

late to turn back… Andrea Walton… L’Osservatore Romano 

Accept me and all that I am is yours today: Reach out for Me. Look for Me. Let Me enter you. Open your heart up to Me. Let Me bring 

you peace. Bring your fears to Me. Open up your mind to Me. Place your concerns upon Me. Let your doubts go. Let Me give you 

peace. Let your fears go. Become a part of Me. Place yourself with Me. Turn yourself over to Me. Let Me live within you. Let Me 

become a part of you. Know and accept Me, and all that I AM is yours today. I bring light and peace   to those who seek these gifts. I 

give joy to those who desire it. Ask for these blessings, and they will be given. Seek My life, and it will be shared with you. Understand 

My words   and enjoy their message. Turn to Me with your heart, and you will know me. Work for and become a part of Me. All that I 

AM and all that I do   will become known to you when you join Me. 

 



 

 

Many try to fly away from temptations only to fall more deeply into them; for you cannot win a battle by mere flight. It is only 

by patience and humility that you will be strengthened against the enemy. Those who shun them outwardly and do not pull 

them out by the roots will make no progress; for temptations will soon return to harass them and they will be in a worse state. 

It is only gradually—with patience and endurance and with God's grace—that you will overcome temptations sooner than by 

your own efforts and anxieties . . . Gold is tried by fire and the upright person by temptation. Often we do not know what we 

can do until temptation shows us what we are . . . This is how temptation is: first we have a thought, followed by strong 

imaginings, then the pleasure and evil emotions, and finally consent. This is how the enemy gains full admittance because he 

was not resisted at the outset. The slower we are to resist, the weaker we daily become and the stronger the enemy is against 

us… Thomas à Kempis 

St. Augustine says, that to prevent the sheep from seeking assistance by her cries, the wolf seizes her by the neck, and thus 

securely carries her away and devours her. The Devil acts in a similar manner with the sheep of Jesus Christ. After having 

induced them to yield to sin, he seizes them by the throat, that they may not confess their guilt; and thus, he securely brings 

them to Hell. For those who have sinned grievously, there is no means of salvation but the confession of their sins… St.  

Alphonsus Liguori 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday          If only you would attend to my commandments, your peace would be like a river.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Monday        If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday        Apart from the cross, there is no other ladder by which we may get to heaven.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Wednesday  The deeds you do may be the only sermon some people will hear today.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thursday       Genuine love is demanding, but its beauty lies precisely in the demands it makes.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Friday             Be good, love the Lord, pray for those who do not know Him. What a great grace it is to know God!                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Saturday        Pride makes us forgetful of our eternal interests. It causes us to totally neglect the care of our soul. 

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. I give thanks to you, 

O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. For great is your steadfast love toward me…Psalm 

86:11-13       

Set free from human judgment, we should count as true only what God sees in us, what he knows, and what he judges. God 

does not judge as man does. Man sees only the countenance, only the exterior. God penetrates to the depths of our hearts. 

God does not change as man does. His judgment is in no way inconstant. He is the only one upon whom we should rely. How 

happy we are then, and how peaceful! We are no longer dazzled by appearances or stirred up by opinions; we are united to the 

truth and depend upon it alone. I am praised, blamed, treated with indifference, disdained, ignored, or forgotten; none of this 

can touch me. I will be no less than I am. Men and women want to play at being a creator. They want to give me existence in 

their opinion, but this existence that they want to give me is nothingness. It is an illusion, a shadow, an appearance, that is, at 

bottom, nothingness. What is this shadow, always following me, behind me, at my side? Is it me, or something that belongs to 

me? No. Yet does not this shadow seem to move with me? No matter: it is not me. So it is with the judgements of men: they 

would follow me everywhere, paint me, sketch me, make me move according to their whim, and, in the end, give me some sort 

of existence ... but I am disabused of this error. I am content with a hidden life. How peaceful it is! Whether I truly live this 

Christian life of which St. Paul speaks, I do not know, nor can I know with certainty. But I hope that I do, and I trust in God's 

goodness to help me.… Bishop Jacques-Benigne Bossuet 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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