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Dear Parishioners, 
 
   Remember how often, when you read or hear the Gospel stories, Jesus and his disciples are “on the road”. He’s 
teaching them as they walk (peripatetic school, according to Greek philosophy; home-schooling in our experience). They 
arrive in a town where he heals, explains, challenges, acts out; he leads them away, often after a sharp clash of truth and 
error, sight and blindness, life and threat. Back on the road, he reflects on all they saw, heard, and did, commenting,  
consolidating, celebrating their growth in understanding and spirituality. They tread the path, turning it into the textbook – 
until it finally becomes our New Testament in the 2nd and 3rd centuries, A.D. 
   The earliest title to name Christianity is “the road”, “the path”, “the way” (ho hodos, in the Greek). Almost like a 
secret code or password, people of the early centuries would ask each other, “Do you follow “the path”? do you walk “the 
road”? do you follow “the way” of Jesus of Nazareth? Today we ask, “Are you Christian? Are you Catholic? Are you on the 
pilgrimage of Lent this year? Does the way of Christ pass through your house and, like a yellow-brick road, show you and 
your family how to make it through the Coronavirus crisis, past the Mean Pipsisewah, the Skeezicks and the Deceitful  
Wizard of Oz, on to Jerusalem, Calvary, Galilee, and beyond?”  
   You are re-living some of the circumstances of early Christianity as you huddle in your homes, protecting one an-
other while sharing your time, talent, and treasure with those whose paths cross yours. Not all is fear or deprivation. Much 
is joy at the gift of life, sharing in relative abundance, and celebrating the challenge with creativity and resourcefulness. To 
walk “the way” is to discover one another (whom we had been overlooking in our midst), to know that Jesus is Emmanuel 
(“God-with-us”), and to make common cause every step of the way (it’s called community, an even greater good than  
individuality).  
  We need each other. We inhabit one planet, breathe one atmosphere, eat from one biosphere. We know this truth 
from our Church and from our science. Coronavirus may be catalyst of a life-lived-better on the other side of this crisis. 
   In the meantime, we continue restricted in our larger gatherings to keep from contagion. But nothing can impede 
our unity in the Spirit that links us to our brothers and sisters in China, to our Pope Francis and fellow Catholics in northern 
Italy, to the quarantined in Spain (homeland of St. Augustine), to our Bishop Felipe and our hundred-and-fifty year old  
diocese, to San Sebastian-in-exile and our domestic churches in each home.  
   The parish church is open every day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., for individual prayer, eucharistic adoration, private 
meditation. Please take all precautions for hygiene, and don’t come if you know you’re symptomatic. The office continues 
to function; the priests are celebrating the mass each day for your intentions; and emergencies are being attended. 
  We will keep serving you as best we can for the duration. Will you help and support us the same? Our collection last 
weekend was $900, far short of the $12,000 - 15,000 we need to survive as the parish of San Sebastian. Do you know how 
to give electronically? If not, call our office, and we will help you set things up. Envelopes can be mailed to us, and money 
can be dropped off. Especially from those whose income stays steady in these strange times, may we ask extra generosity 
with your parish giving. Time and talent to the parish may be limited, but treasure is desperately needed these days! 
  Next weekend (April 4th and 5th) will be Palm Sunday. There will not be public liturgies; but the palm branches will 
be blessed, and available in the parking lot and in the church lobby (keeping safe social and physical distances), from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, and throughout Holy Week (April 6 – 12) until they run out.  
   Our future is unclear, but not insecure. This Sunday’s First Reading reminds us of God’s promise to us: “… O my  
people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the 
Lord. I have promised, and I will do it, says the Lord” (Ezekiel 37:13-14). Keep reading, keep praying, keep growing and  
caring; keep each other, and keep on “the Way”, “on the road” to home! 

 

 


