
 

 

        

Politics at the service of the common good not for personal advantage: “What loftier vocation can there be” for politics “than that of 

serving the common good and placing the welfare of the community before our personal advantage”, Pope Francis told participants in 

the Meeting of the International Catholic Legislators Network whom he received in audience in the Clementine Hall on Friday, 27 

August. The following is the English text of the Holy Father’s words. I am sorry for not speaking to you while standing, but I am still in a 

time of post-operative recovery and need to remain seated. Please excuse me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen, I am pleased once more to meet with you, lawmakers, and political and civic leaders from various 

nations, at this critical moment in our history a critical moment. I thank Cardinal Schönborn and Dr Alting von Geusau for their kind 

words of greeting and introduction. I am also happy that His Holiness Ignatius Aphrem II, Patriarch of the Syro-Orthodox Church, is 

present with us. From its founding in 2010, the International Catholic Legislators Network has accompanied, supported, and promoted 

the work of the Holy See, bearing witness to the Gospel in the service of your individual countries and the international community. I 

am grateful for your love for the Church and for your readiness to cooperate in her mission.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Our gathering today takes place at a very troubled moment in time. The Covid-19 pandemic continues to rage. Although significant 

progress has been made through the creation and distribution of effective vaccines, much work remains to be done. There have been 

more than 200 million confirmed cases and 4 million deaths due to this terrible scourge, which has caused immense economic and 

social devastation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

As a result, your work as lawmakers and political leaders is more important than ever. Charged with serving the common good, you 

are now being challenged to direct your efforts to the integral renewal of your communities and of society. This entails more than 

simply combatting the virus or seeking to return to the status quo prior to the pandemic; that would be a setback. No, it demands 

confronting the deeper causes that the crisis has laid bare and aggravated: poverty, social inequality, widespread unemployment, and 

the lack of access to education. We never emerge from a crisis the same: we will emerge either better or worse. Moreover, we do not 

emerge from a crisis by ourselves: we must either emerge together or we will not be able to emerge from it at all.                                                                                                                                  

In an age of upheaval and political polarization, legislators and politicians in general are not always held in high esteem. Yet what 

loftier vocation can there be than that of serving the common good and placing the welfare of the community before our personal 

advantage? That must always be your goal, for a good politics is indispensable for universal fraternity and social peace. In our age 

particularly, one of the greatest challenges confronting us is the administration of technology for the common good. The wonders of 

modern science and technology have increased our quality of life. “It is right to rejoice in these advances and to be excited by the 

immense possibilities that they continue to open up before us, for science and technology are wonderful products of a God-given 

human creativity”. At the same time, left to themselves and to market forces alone, without suitable guidelines provided by legislative 

assemblies and public authorities guided by a sense of social responsibility, these innovations can end up becoming a threat to the 

dignity of the human person.                                                                                                                                                                                         

This has nothing to do with curbing technological advances. By means of policies and regulations, lawmakers can protect human 

dignity from whatever may threaten it. I think, for example, of the scourge of child pornography, the misuse of personal data, attacks 

on critical infrastructures such as hospitals, and the spread of false information on social media, among other issues. Prudent 

legislation can guide the development and application of technology in the service of the common good. Brothers and sisters, I 

heartily encourage you, therefore, to make every effort to undertake serious and in-depth moral reflection on the risks and 

possibilities associated with scientific and technological advances, so that the international laws and regulations governing them may 

concentrate on promoting integral human development and peace, rather than on progress as an end in itself.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Legislators and political leaders naturally reflect the strengths and weaknesses of the people they represent; each has his or her own 

specific gifts to offer in service to the welfare of all. The involvement of citizens in the various sectors of social, civic, and political life 

remains essential. All of us are called to foster the spirit of solidarity, starting with the needs of our weakest and most disadvantaged 

brothers and sisters. If we are to heal our world so harshly tried by the pandemic and build a more inclusive and sustainable future in 

which technology serves human needs without isolating us from one another, we need not only responsible citizens, but also capable 

leaders inspired by the principle of the common good. 

Love is the most necessary of all virtues. Love in the person who preaches the word of God is like fire in a musket. If a person were to 

throw a bullet with his hands, he would hardly make a dent in anything; but if the person takes the same bullet and ignites some 

gunpowder behind it, it can kill. It is much the same with the word of God. If it is spoken by someone who is filled with the fire of 

charity – the fire of love of God and neighbor – it will work wonders… Saint Anthony Mary Claret 

 



The soul, however, cannot be perfectly purified from these imperfections, any more than from the others, until God shall have led it 

into the passive purgation of the dark night, of which I shall speak immediately. But it is expedient that the soul, so far as it can, should 

labor, on its own part, to purify and perfect itself, that it may merit from God to be taken under His divine care, and be healed from 

those imperfections which of itself it cannot remedy. For, after all the efforts of the soul, it cannot by any exertions of its own actively 

purify itself so as to be in the slightest degree fit for the divine union of perfection in the love of God, if God Himself does not take it 

into His own hands and purify it in the fire, dark to the soul…  St. John of the Cross 

Health is God’s great gift, and we must spend it entirely for Him. Our eyes should see only for God, our feet walk only for Him, our 

hands labor for Him alone; in short, our entire body should serve God while we still have the time. Then, when He shall take our health 

and we shall near our last day, our conscience will not reproach us for having misused it…Saint John Bosco 

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday              Lord help me to remember that nothing is going to happen to me today that You and I together can’t handle.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Monday            If you are humble nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace, because you know what you are.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Tuesday            Genuine love is demanding, but its beauty lies precisely in the demands it makes.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Wednesday      Without love, deeds, even the most brilliant, count as nothing.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Thursday          Let us make best use of the fleeting moments. They will not return.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Friday               Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Saturday          Love is not to be purchased, and affection has no price. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 

with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive… Colossians 3:12-13 

No one can fail to understand that the Divine Eucharist bestows upon the Christian people an incomparable dignity. Not only 

while the Sacrifice is offered and the Sacrament is received, but as long as the Eucharist is kept in our churches and oratories, 

Christ is truly Emmanuel, that is, 'God with us'. Day and night He is in our midst, He dwells with us, full of grace and truth. He 

restores morality, nourishes virtues, consoles the afflicted, and strengthens the weak. He proposes His own example to those 

who come to Him that all may learn to be, like Himself, meek and humble of heart and to seek not their own interests but those 

of God. Anyone who approaches this august Sacrament with special devotion and endeavors to return generous love for Christ's 

own infinite love, will experience and fully understand—not without spiritual joy and fruit—how precious is the life hidden with 

Christ in God and how great is the value of converse with Christ, for there is nothing more consoling on earth, nothing more 

efficacious for advancing along the road of holiness… Bl. Pope Paul VI 

Curiously enough, it is a fear of how grace will change and improve them that keeps many souls away from God. They want God 

to take them as they are and let them stay that way. They want Him to take away their love of riches, but not their riches—to 

purge them of the disgust of sin, but not of the pleasure of sin. Some of them equate goodness with indifference to evil and 

think that God is good if He is broad-minded or tolerant about evil. Like the onlookers at the Cross, they want God on their 

terms, not His, and they shout, “Come down, and we will believe.” But the things they ask are the marks of a false religion: it 

promises salvation without a cross, abandonment without sacrifice, Christ without his nails. God is a consuming fire; our desire 

for God must include a willingness to have the chaff burned from our intellect and the weeds of our sinful will purged. The very 

fear souls have of surrendering themselves to the Lord with a cross is an evidence of their instinctive belief in His Holiness. 

Because God is fire, we cannot escape Him, whether we draw near for conversion or flee from aversion: in either case, He 

affects us. If we accept His love, its fires will illumine and warm us; if we reject Him, they will still burn on in us in frustration and 

remorse…  Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, Peace of Soul 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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