
 

 

        

 

Pope Francis landed in Rome after a four-day papal visit to Slovakia and Hungary. On his return flight, he held a press-conference running the 

gamut of salient questions pressing today’s society.                                                                                                                                                           

Abortion: “The problem of abortion. Abortion is more than a problem, it’s murder, whoever has an abortion kills, no half words. Take any 

book on embryology for medical students. The third week after conception, all the organs are already there, even the DNA… it is a human 

life, this human life must be respected, this principle is so clear! To those who cannot understand, I would ask this question: is it right to kill a 

human life to solve a problem? Is it right to hire a hitman to kill a human life? Scientifically it is a human life. Is it right to take it out to solve a 

problem? That is why the Church is so hard on this issue, because if it accepts this it would be like accepting daily murder. A Head of State 

told me that the demographic decline began because in those years there was such a strong law on abortion that six million abortions were 

performed, and this left a drop in births in the society of that country.”                                                                                                                                                                                                

Vaccination: “This is important, no? It is a bit strange, no? Because humanity has a friendly history with vaccines: we as children, even the 

measles, the other one for polio… all children were vaccinated and no said “mu”, no? This one has come. Perhaps it has come because of the 

virulence and the uncertainty, not only regarding the pandemic, but also due to the diversity of vaccines, and also the reputation of some 

vaccines that they are not suitable or that they are little more than distilled water. This has created fear in people. Then, there are others 

who say they are dangerous because the vaccine has the virus inside, and a lot of argumentation that have created this division. Even in the 

College of Cardinals, there are some anti-vaxxers, and one of them, poor man, was hospitalized with the virus. But, life is ironic. Yes, I can’t 

explain it well: some say it’s because of the difference of where the vaccines come from that there has not been sufficient testing and they 

are afraid. But thins need to be clear, clarify and speak sincerely about this. In the Vatican, everyone has been vaccinated except a small 

group under study to know how to help them.”                                                                                                                                                                                            

Same-Sex Marriage: “Marriage is a sacrament, the Church has no power to change the sacraments as the Lord has instituted them. There are 

laws that try to help the situations of many people who have a different sexual orientation. It’s important, the States have the possibility 

civilly to support them, to give them an assurance regarding inheritance, healthcare, etc., not only for homosexuals, but for all people who 

want to associate themselves. But marriage is marriage. This does not mean condemning them, they are our brothers and sisters, we must 

accompany them. There are civil laws, for widows for example, who want to associate themselves with a law to have services… there is the 

French PACS [civil solidarity pact], but nothing to do with marriage as a sacrament, which is between a man and a woman. Sometimes they 

create confusion. They are all equal brothers and sisters. The Lord is good, he desires the salvation of all, but please, don’t make the Church 

deny its truth. Many people with a homosexual orientation approach penance, they seek counsel from the priest, the Church helps them, but 

the sacrament of marriage is something else.”                                                                                                                                                                             

Communion to Politicians: “I have never refused the Eucharist to anyone, to anyone. I don’t know if anyone in that condition came, but I 

never, never refused the Eucharist. As a priest, that is. Never. I have never been aware of having a person like the one you describe in front of 

me, that is true. Simply, the only time I ever had a bit…an interesting thing, was when I went to celebrate Mass in a rest home and we were in 

the living room, and I said: “Raise your hand if you want to receive communion”. Everyone, the old men, the old women, everyone wanted 

communion, and when I gave communion to one woman, she took me by the hand and said to me: “Thank you, Father, thank you: I’m 

Jewish”. I said: “No, the one that I gave to you is Jewish, too…” The only strange thing, but the woman received communion first, she said it 

after.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Communion is not a prize for the perfect, no. Communion is a gift, a present; the presence of Jesus in his Church and in the community. 

This is the theology. Then, those who are not in the community cannot receive communion, like this Jewish woman, but the Lord wanted to 

reward her without my knowledge. Why? Because they are out of the community – ex-communicate – excommunicated they are called. It is 

a harsh term, but it means that they are not in the community, either because they do not belong to it, they are not baptised or have drifted 

away for some reason.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Now we go to that person who is not in the community, cannot take communion. And this is not a punishment, the person is outside. But the 

problem is not theological, it is pastoral, how we bishops deal with this principle pastorally, and if we look at the history of the Church we will 

see that every time the bishops have not dealt with a problem as pastors, they have taken sides politically. When the Church defends a 

principle, it does so in a non-pastoral manner, it takes sides on a political level, and this has always been the case, just look at history. What 

must the pastor do? Be a pastor, don’t go condemning. Be a pastor because he is a pastor also for the excommunicated. Pastors with God’s 

style, which is closeness, compassion and tenderness. The whole Bible says so. A pastor who does not know how to act as a pastor… I am not 

very familiar with the details of the United States… But if you’re close, tender, and give communion? It’s a hypothesis. The pastor knows what 

to do at all times. But if you go beyond the pastoral dimension of the Church you become a politician, and you can see this in all the non-

pastoral condemnations of the Church… If you say you can give or not give, this is casuistry… Remember the storm that was whipped up with 

Amoris Laetitia? Heresy, heresy! Fortunately, there was Cardinal Schoenborn, a great theologian, who clarified things… They are children of 

God, and they need our pastoral closeness, then the pastor resolves things as the Spirit indicates to him.” 



Desires are fulfilled in God alone: Isn't it foolish and crazy always to be craving things that can never even quiet our longings, 

much less satisfy them? No matter how many such things we have, we are always lusting after what we do not have. Never at 

peace, we sigh for new possessions. Discontented we spend ourselves in fruitless toil. finding only weariness in the transient 

and unreal pleasures of the world. In our greediness, we count all that we have clutched as nothing in comparison with what is 

beyond our grasp, losing all pleasure in our actual possession by longing after what we do not have, yet covet.                                              

No one can ever hope to own everything. Even the little we do possess is gotten only with to1l and held in fear, since each one 

of us is certain to lose what we have when God's appointed day comes for us to die - a day we cannot know.                                                 

But the perverted will struggles toward the ultimate good by devious ways, yearning after satisfaction, yet led astray by vanity 

and deceived by wickedness. If you wish, then. to reach the consummation of all your desire, so that nothing will be left, why 

weary yourself with fruitless efforts. running here and there - only to die before the goal is reached? Our rest is in God alone. 

We know little peace in this world. But we have no disturbance when we are with God.... St Bernard of Clairvaux  

A Thought For the Day                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday            Since Jesus himself said, "This is my Body" who will dare doubt that it is his body in the Holy Eucharist.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Monday          High aims form for high characters, and great objects bring out great minds.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday          We become old when regrets take the place of ideals and dreams.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Wednesday    If you seek Jesus in all things, you will surely find Jesus.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Thursday         We need to pray, to sacrifice, to be totally open to God, then he can use us as he sees fit.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Friday              The soul of the Catholic Religion is reverence.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Saturday         Sunday is the golden clasp that binds together the volume of the week. 

Goodness and Mercy to All: The Catholic Church, lifting high, by means of the Second Vatican Council, the torch of religious 

truth, intends to show herself as the loving mother of all, benign, patient, full of goodness and mercy, so al so to the brothers 

who are separated from her. To mankind, oppressed by so many difficulties, the Church says as Peter said to the poor man who 

begged for alms: “I have neither gold nor silver but what I have I give you; in the name of Christ of Nazareth arise and walk”  

Christ ‘s Matchless Love: Love the Revealer - are you prepared for that? For seeing of what God truly is and of what you are? 

Love the Purifier - and how shall this be without pain? Love the Illuminator - can you bear the light? Love all demanding - are 

you willing to be an abandoned lover?  Love the Forgiver - but have you forgiven? Love the Perfecter - but many a blow and 

biting sculpture polished well those stones elect. Love the Peace Bringer - but who brings a sword, for peace may reign only 

when the war with self within and evil without has been fought and won ... Fr Bede Frost 

God the Spirit Lives Within Us: Though the presence of God is nowhere lacking, he has chosen for him elf a kingdom of delights 

within us. The Gospel bears witness to this truth: "The kingdom of God is within you"(Lk I?). And if the kingdom is within us, and 

if God dwells in his realm, doesn’t he whose kingdom is within us, abide himself within us? Of course, The Apostle Paul says, 

"God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are" (Cor 3). For this reason apply yourself tirelessly to the pursuit of holiness so that 

you won't cease to be the temple of God. He himself says of his own, "I will live in them and move among them (2 Cor 6). Do 

not doubt then that wherever there are holy souls, he is there among them. You move the limbs of your body; your soul 

animates them wholly and in all their parts. How much more then is God - the one who created you, soul and body - wholly 

present in you through and through? So, it is your duty to consider with most intense devotion ho careful l y and with what 

reverence, you should control the senses and members of your body over which God himself sits in charge. Let us offer, then, 

as is fitting, the whole empire of our heart to so great an Indweller, so that nothing in us may rebel against him. Instead, let all 

our thoughts, all the movements of our will, al l our words, and the whole course and tenor of our actions wait upon his 

bidding, stand obedient to his will, and be conformed to his rightful rule. For in this way we will truly be his kingdom, and he will 

abide in us; and we, abiding in him, will live rightly......... St Anselm (1036-86) 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Fr. William C. Mooney            

                          Spiritual Direction and Confession                                                                                                                                                          

Email: Fr.WCmooney@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                   

Appointments: (904) 824-6625                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Follow on Facebook: Faith and Reason                                                                                                                                                          

Instagram: faith_and_reason 

mailto:Fr.WCmooney@gmail.com

