God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive
my brother or sister who sins against
me? Up to seven times?” Jesus
answered, “I tell you, not seven times,
but seventy-seven times.
MATTHEW 18:21-22

Dear Friends:
Next Sunday we will have a rare grace at the 8:45 mass. Sally and Mimi Rye, a mother
and teenage daughter, will be fully initiated into the Catholic church with baptism,
confirmation and Eucharist. Normally this kind of event happens only at the Easter
Vigil in the spring, but a rare set of circumstances has made this seem like the right
moment. They are ready. They have been active for some time in learning about the
faith. They have been participating in mass for quite some time, and they really want
this. As St. Philip was confronted with the question by the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts of
the Apostles), "What is to prevent a baptism right now?" in the case of Sally and Mimi
the answer is, "nothing."
The Holy Spirit swirls to life sometimes in the most unexpected of ways and places.
The reason Sally and Mimi are doing this at St. Pascal's is that the dear friend who has
been so instrumental in their journey to Catholicism is a woman whom I have known
since she was in grade school at the parish where I served when I was first ordained.
We got together about a year ago to talk over the possibilities, and the rest just sort of
fell in to place. Great thanks are owed to Kim Roering of our parish staff who did
very much to help this journey along. Events like these are always occasions for the
whole parish to remember gratefully again what treasure we possess in our Catholic
faith, which sometimes can threaten to seem ordinary or to be taken for granted. It is
anything but that, so we rejoice!
On an entirely different note, I want to make you aware of a couple of things related
to our parish finances. You may have noticed in our reporting in the bulletin that we
seem to be lagging in our offerings both in our operating account and in our
mortgage account. That may or may not be so. Recently we have been reviewing our
process of financial reporting and we have been finding a good amount of vagueness
in how accounts are balanced. There has not been any deliberate misrepresentation,
nor has any money gone missing, but there is a certain lack of clarity about how
accounts are reconciled. At the same time we've also been having some trouble with
our automatic deposit system with some parishioners' bank accounts. As the result,
we (I) have decided that we will now be keeping our own books rather than
contracting that task out to a third party as we have been doing for at least a couple of
decades. This way we can know just exactly how every dollar flows, and we can
recognize errors immediately when/if they occur. As this transition process takes
place we may decide not to publish the offering/budget report in the bulletin for a
few weeks. That's not an attempt to be secretive or to hide anything wrong. It's
because we want to know that what is published is as accurate as possible. We will be
better at this in the end. Thank you, as always, for your amazing continued support
and generosity for your parish and school. You are, of course, welcome to speak with
me or with Theresa Ruttger in the office if you'd like more information. She is to be
credited with much of the initiative and hard work that has gone in to making this
transition.
Fr. Mike Byron

Aria Ann Christensen
child of Geno and Staci
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