
ǀ

God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

Anointing Weekend 

Blessed be the God  
and Father of our Lord  
Jesus Christ, the Father  
of mercies and God of 

all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our affliction so  
that we will be able to  
comfort those who are 

in any affliction. 

2 COR 1:3-4b 



Dear Friends: 

The relationship between religion and politics has always been an awkward one in 

our country, both within churches and out there in the public square.  If you have 

ever traveled to Western Europe then you are aware that for centuries the 

government was officially dominated by Catholic or Lutheran church forces, and in 

Latin America it was much the same (though the Lutherans never made it much into 

Spanish speaking places).  It varied as to exactly which institution, church or state, 

was more important than the other, and there were wars fought over that, but there 

was a clear understanding that public institutions and church authority were wedded 

together.  The past few hundred years has seen the collapse of all that, and the rise 

of this phenomenon known as "secularization."  It has been well established in 

Europe for a long time now, but is increasingly taking hold in our own country. 

We hear frequently that ours is a nation that observes a "wall of separation" between 

religion and government, and many believe that this is enshrined in our country's 

Constitution.  It is not.  The metaphor of the "wall" is borrowed from a speech once 

given by President Thomas Jefferson, who considered himself a religious man but 

not beholden to any particular church.  He was a "Deist," a believer in God, but 

without a lot of greater specificity.  Why this matters is that many Americans believe 

that this alleged wall means that churches must never meddle in political questions 

and that governments must never cooperate with religious endeavors.  This too is 

not what our Constitution states.  Jefferson was one of the most brilliant public 

servants that the United States has ever produced, but he had--in my opinion--one 

of the most enormous blind spots about the role of faith in public life.  The very 

idea that there could be a "wall" to distinguish religion from politics is one that is 

increasingly and obviously false.  If Jesus Christ had not had a political aspect to his 

gospel he likely would have lived to a ripe old age and probably died in bed.  Kings 

and Chief Priests and Elders of the People do not get very concerned about rogue 

preachers who stay inside their synagogues and tell the people to be good in their 

own private lives.  The fact that our Lord was crucified as a public criminal tells us 

that somebody important regarded him as a menace to the State/Empire.  That's 

political. 

This insight is becoming more and more important in our own time and place, when 

our government and public policy seem to have become unhinged from any sort of 

religious mooring.  Until relatively recently, even if the practice of religion in our 

country was relegated to a quasi-private realm of church on Sunday morning, our 

broader public life was characterized by a vague but real (and mostly Protestant) 

Christian ethic.  It's a problem that Jefferson really never had to face, because he 

lived at a time when Christianity lived on both sides of his "wall."  That situation has 

broken down today, and we believers are being required to stand for values and 

behaviors that are sometimes in conflict with what political parties and leaders are 

advocating for.   To say it another way, we cannot pretend, as we once tried to, that 

there is this sterile separation ("wall") between religion and politics in our nation, or 

that faith is "private" as distinct from government that is "public."  I hear every 

week about public policies of our nation that are profoundly anti-Catholic.  Not that 

they are directly attacking our church (though that may be true sometimes too), but 

they are offensive to all that we profess to be true and good about our public life.  It 

is we who have to stand up to that, and yes that is "political."   To hate immigrants?  

To threaten pre-emptive nuclear war?  To hedge about white racism?  That's not us. 

We truly live in a new time...one that President Jefferson could not have imagined, 

so we can't blame him.  It's just that his presumed solution to the religion "problem" 

in public life isn't working any more. 

Fr. Mike Byron 
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What Can We Do For You?
Come and learn about the many services Saint Therese of Woodbury can 
provide for you and your loved ones. 

Date: Thursday, October 12, 2017
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Presenter:  Jean Martens, Director, Pastoral Care

Jean will give a brief introduction into the Saint Therese of Woodbury 
campus, explaining services open to the community, including:

-Exercise facility with personal trainers
-Salt water therapeutic pool and whirlpool
-Onsite massage
-Physical/Occupational/Speech therapies
-Transitional Care

Jean will also describe the onsite discussion and support groups, including:
-Grief Group
-Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group
-Bible Study
-Scripture Study
-Mass/Rosary Schedule

Finally, we’ll take a look at the many volunteer opportunities at Saint 
Therese, working with seniors at all levels of care.

For more information, please contact Jean Martens at 651-209-9128.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Public Square Rosary Rally  
           100 year anniversary of Fatima 

 
What:    Prayers for the world we live in –  
              Rosary Rally Day  
 
When:  12:00 Noon – Saturday, October 14, 2017 
 
Where:  Battle Creek Park (south side of Upper Afton Road – just 

east of McKnight)  

 
Invite your family and friends to join us. Please bring a chair. 
Grilled hot dogs, refreshments and great company provided! 
 
For questions or more information, contact Larry May at 612-940-
2694 or Joe Peisert at 651-587-5821. 
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