God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Dear Friends:
Last week I had a delightful session (at least it was for me) speaking with our
Confirmation candidates and their sponsors. We really do have an amazing group of
young people, full of questions and curiosity about religious and spiritual things. I was
presented with a long list of topics that the candidates had wished me to say something
about. I don't think they were organized in any particular order, but the first on the list
read, "About this death thing." Where to begin, and what to say? In five minutes or
less. It's the most enormous Mystery that human beings confront in this life. I noted
that there is so much that we can never really know about it, not yet, but there is very
much that people of faith do know. Most importantly, I think, is that we retain all of
our "selves" when we die, and so does every person whom God claims at the end of
life. By that I mean that, contrary to some popular imagination, we don't just become
vague disembodied spirits floating in the ether. (Every Sunday we profess belief in the
resurrection of the BODY in the Nicene Creed, as Christians have been doing for
about 1600 years now!) Nor do our current selves simply get transported to some
other "place" beyond the last galaxy in order to be "put back together" again. And just
as importantly, we retain all of our loving relationships with others after we die. Death,
although it is experienced uniquely and in some sense "alone" by each person, is
ultimately the least solitary thing that ever happens to us. It draws us closer in love to
everybody else than is possible on Earth. See what I mean by "Mystery"? How the
mechanics of all that work is beyond my power to understand, but that's
OK. Thankfully I and we can trust in a God whose imagination and power is more
than can be fathomed for the moment, and that's the greatest good news of all.
The coming week will usher in the month of November, which we specifically hold
in remembrance of our deceased loved ones. As always, we will call out the names
of several of them every day during the celebration of the Eucharist at church. What a
marvelous way to remind ourselves that these people are not simply gone; they join us
at every mass, together with the whole host of angels and saints. As I told the
Confirmation people, when the prayer says that we join our voices to theirs in the song
of "Holy, Holy, Holy," that's not just a metaphor or a naïve hope. That's what we
Christians know to be literally the case. For many of us it will be the first year
"without" someone in particular, and whom we will miss especially. As of this writing
we have had thirty seven funerals at St. Pascal's over the past year--exactly the same
number as the year before. That's a lot of grief among us, and a lot of hope, worthy of
acknowledging in public. And so we shall.
We all have different ways of physically holding our beloved dead. Photographs,
mementos, special places to which we return. One of my ways, in addition to those, is
books. I have three in particular, among my hundreds. One is the Bible that my Mom
gave me on her deathbed. She said at the time that it was "nothing special." Yeah,
right Mom. Another is the New Practical Dictionary to Crossword Puzzles, an unlikely
volume I know. It has no "practical" use whatever today, but on the front page is
inscribed, in her unique cursive writing, my grandmother's notation that reads,
"My favorite book from Michael Byron, 1974.” It is not lost on me that she, a master
grammarian, put no punctuation into that phrase, which means that it was either her
favorite book or it was the best among other lousy books that I had previously given
her. I will find out one day. And the third is a daily devotional book titled, My Utmost
for His Highest, which is a kind of classic Anglican prayer meditation book written by
a man named Oswald Chambers in 1935. It is worn to the point of almost falling
apart, and it was given to me by the priest who was my greatest inspiration to become
ordained, Fr. George Carthage who died more than thirty years ago. On every page is
scrawled the names of the people he cared about who either were born or died on that
date. Mine is among them. A blessing. Not only do we all remember, but we
also continue to be held by those whom we remember.
Fr. Mike Byron
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Mass Times & Intentions
Sunday, October 29—SJCC We Care Campaign

Monday, October 30
Tuesday, October 31—Halloween

Wednesday, November 1—ALL SAINTS DAY

Thursday, November 2

Friday, November 3
Saturday, November 4—Remembrance Weekend

Sunday, November 5—Remembrance Weekend

S T . P A S C A L B A Y LO N C A T H O L I C C H URCH

Women’s Retreat

FOOD FOR THE SOUL:
WINE
RESERVATIONS
ARE REQUIRED
so we can plan appropriately.
Please call the parish office
by Monday, November 6
if you plan to join us!
A free will offering
will be taken.
Appetizers are included.
Non-alcoholic wines and
beverages will also be
available.
Sponsored by the
Adult Faith Formation Team

The gifts of the earth that engage our senses invite us to
reflect on the presence of the Sacred in our lives. Since the
beginning of time, wine has been part of the ceremonies and
celebrations of various religions, and people have recognized
the connections between wine, human experience and the
Divine. Tom Harpur, Episcopal priest and author of
The Spirituality of Wine notes in reference to wine that
‘No other agricultural pursuit from the dawn of time has more
truly portrayed, and at the same time sacramentally conveyed,
the essence of the deepest spiritual realities of our lives.’
In this retreat we will sample a variety of wines as we
explore the spirituality of wine and consider its
relationship to our experience of the Sacred.

Thursday, November 9, 2017
6:30-9:00 pm in Brioschi Hall

Facilitator: Jackie Witter
Jackie Witter is a retreat leader, presenter, facilitator, and spiritual
director. Her areas of expertise include spirituality, ministry, liturgy,
faith formation, staff development and strategic planning. She designs
1757 Conway Street
and leads days of reflection, adult formation presentations, and parish
St. Paul, MN 55106
retreats.
651-774-1585
Jackie was the founding director of iLLUMINARE: Called for Service,
Formed in Christ—Ministry to Ministers in St. Paul, MN, a Lilly
Endowment-funded initiative designed to foster pastoral excellence
Parish Contact:
among Church ministers. She is the Executive Director of ArtiSon Ministry Designs, a
Kim Roering
kim.roering@stpascals.org consultancy providing a wide variety of formation and development services to
dioceses, parishes, and faith-based organizations.

Are you planning to volunteer with children/youth in the parish or
school this year?
If your answer is “yes,” and you haven’t attended a live VIRTUS training
Session, completed a background check, and/or signed the
Code of Conduct for Volunteers, then you need to plan to do so now!

VIRTUS Training Session
Sunday, November 5, 2017 * 2:00-5:00 pm
Church of St. Pascal Baylon—Brioschi Hall
FREE CHILDCARE PROVIDED!
The Archdiocesan Office for the Protection of Children and Youth (OPCY) requires that all adults working
with children and youth fulfill the Essential 3 requirements (for new volunteers) or the Enhanced Essential 3
(for those who completed Essential 3 prior to July 1, 2014).
Volunteers working with children/youth include: classroom aides, chaperones/volunteers for
field trips and classroom activities, coaches, faith formation catechists, VBS and Summer Stretch
leaders/chaperones, Children’s Liturgy of the Word leaders, and more!
All NEW volunteers working with children are required to complete the following:
1. VIRTUS Safe Environment Training—Live Session AND Mandated Reporting Training (online)
If you need to attend a live VIRTUS training session, one will be held at St. Pascal’s on Sunday, November 5,
2017 from 2-5 pm. You can register to attend this session by going to www.virtusonline.org.
Note: Volunteers may going to any training that is convenient, but need to indicate St. Pascal Baylon
as a location at which you volunteer.

2. Background Check (complete online)
3. View Code of Conduct Training and sign 2016 Code of Conduct (complete online)

All CURRENT volunteers who were originally checked or trained prior to July 1, 2014 are required to
update their compliance by:
1. If VIRTUS live training was completed, then view the Keeping the Promise Alive training video online and
AND view Mandated Reporting Training video, respond to questions at end of each one (online)
2. Completing background check/recheck form (online)
3. Signing the 2016 Volunteer Code of Conduct (online)
Current volunteers who signed up for VIRTUS online can access their account by going to
www.virtusonline.org and entering username and password. If you have forgotten your username
and the email associated with your account, contact Kim Roering in the parish office.
Need assistance? Contact Kim Roering at 651-774-1585, ext. 128 or kim.roering@stpascals.org

