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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 



Dear Friends: 

One of Pope Francis' more interesting images for thinking about the church and 

its mission is the biblical image of "Jesus," who says, "Behold I stand at the door 

and knock..."  I put Jesus in quotation marks here because the passage is actually 

taken from the Book of Revelation (3:20), in which the author, John, is caught up 

in a series of visions and is confronted by "one like a Son of Man," who has 

white hair and doesn't physically resemble any Jesus of Nazareth that we 

otherwise have encountered in the gospels.  So it's curious how regularly this 

image has been depicted in art and in our imaginations in a typically American 

individualistic way, with the man from Galilee tapping at the door of our hearts 

and hoping to gain entry.  Kind of like Santa, only arriving with spiritual presents 

to share with us if only we would open.  It is always we who end up as the 

beneficiaries in this kind of imagination.  Pope Francis has a different take on it. 

Instead of Jesus trying to get in to visit us, he says, why don't we use this 

scriptural metaphor to think of a Jesus who is trapped inside the structures of the 

institutional church, and inside the "walls" of our own hearts, and who is begging 

to get out, to become available to where most people actually live every day.  

Suddenly it is no longer we who await his treasures, but instead it is we who have 

the responsibility to share the treasures that we already have with others who do 

not yet know the saving power of God in Christ.  That's quite a different picture.  

And it demands something from us, which is why we probably don't often prefer 

it.  But it is far more consistent with what our faith actually holds—that we who 

are baptized and who have been given all that we need to continue the mission of 

Jesus in the world are supposed to be the givers, not the getters.  What is it about 

the presence of Jesus that we fully-initiated Christians don't think we already 

have?  We—all of us together—are to be the missionaries, not the subjects of 

missionary activity of Jesus or of anybody else. 

To think about our fundamental identity in this way is to change some of the 

most basic questions about being church.  Historically speaking it is a relatively 

recent and very North American instinct to think of church as a kind of 

therapeutic refuge where people can go to receive spiritual goods and services 

that they want, a marketplace for my peace of mind.  Pope Francis, of course, is 

not a North American and he is steeped in a profound Ignatian (i.e. Jesuit) 

spiritual tradition that is hundreds of years old.  It is no surprise that he 

sometimes seems "out of step" with what we assume to be the religious 

sensibilities of the U.S. and Western Europe, including the Catholic ones.  Does 

it ever occur to us that we are the ones who need to listen and learn—and 

perhaps change? 

Once we start to get it that we are here to help and encourage people other than 

ourselves, the whole mission of the church begins to be reframed.  Jesus is no 

longer the guy knocking at the door trying to reach us (he's already done that in 

baptism).  Instead Jesus is in us and working through us, together, trying to reach 

the most destitute and poor and excluded and marginalized.  It's what the gospels 

tell us about him. This hits very close to home for us at St. Pascal's, situated as we 

are in a neighborhood that increasingly is home to many of those "others"  about 

whom Our Lord is so passionate.  Let's keep the door open and let Jesus out, as 

we already do in many important ways each week.  One of the most visible ways 

we do that is in and through our school, and we will celebrate that with great 

gratitude during this coming week. 

Fr. Mike Byron 

Don McCormick 
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