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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 



Dear Friends: 

Our celebration of Catholic Schools Week these past days got me to thinking 

about all of the great teachers I've had over the years.  I've also had not-great 

ones, of course, but those special people who touch your heart as well as your 

brain leave a lasting impression.  I'm sure we all could tell stories about them.      

So I concluded my weekend rest by writing a letter to my homeroom teacher from 

my freshman year in high school.  I found her (somewhat unusual) name by doing 

a Google search on line, so I know that I reached the right person.  I did not go to 

Catholic high school, so our connection had nothing really to do with religion.  

She was just a young, funny, kind and patient teacher who put up with our 

adolescent antics and encouraged us to be our best.  I reminded her that when she 

signed my school year book that year she taped a piece of one of her long, few 

gray hairs onto the page in order to express the fact that I had been the cause of 

her premature ageing.  I still have the book and the hair.  She is now in her 70s 

and I have not seen or communicated with her in about forty years.  I learned 

from my own years of teaching that there are few greater gifts to be gotten than 

the expression from a former student that somehow you made a difference for 

the better in their lives.  I felt like offering that gift to her. I mention it here 

because that is something that most of us are young enough to do also, if we so 

choose. 

Many years ago I wrote another letter to a long-lost acquaintance.  It was to the 

parents of the kid next door who was my friend growing up.  That family moved 

away out of town when I was just starting high school and I never saw them 

again.  I heard later that that kid had died of AIDS back in the 1980's while still a 

very young man.  The stigma of that horrible disease was far greater back then 

than it is now, and I just wanted to tell his parents that their son had been a great 

friend to me and that I was sad to hear about his passing.  I found them living in 

Colorado and they wrote back to me with a letter that was gushing with gratitude.  

Writing a letter is not a difficult thing to do, of course, but it made an enormous 

difference for them on that occasion. 

When is the last time you wrote or called a long-ago person just to tell them that 

you have appreciated having had them in your life?  I don't do it often enough, 

but it's one of the most rewarding things that I undertake.  In a world that can be 

so high-stress and overly busy it is a very simple task to remind another person of 

their value just for being who they are.  It's also a very Christian thing to let others 

know that their worth is not dependent upon what they "produce" for you.  It's 

the way God loves us all.   

So maybe if you are going to be among those who will not be watching the Super 

Bowl this weekend, like me, you can spend some time in a gesture of gratitude like 

writing a letter to someone whom it will make happy.  Just because. 

Fr. Mike Byron 
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This Lent our parish will participate in CRS Rice Bowl which is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten 

Faith-in-Action program.  It is an opportunity for our parish to come together and reflect on 

what it means to live out our Gospel call to go out and encounter those most in need. 

Rice bowls will be available for parishioners  
to take home beginning February 10th.   

 
Please consider taking a rice bowl home and celebrate Lent by: 

 Using the CRS Rice Bowl and Lenten Calendar daily to guide your prayer, fasting and    

almsgiving.  The calendar includes inspiring stories of hope and recipes for simple,      

meatless meals you can prepare at home. 

 Visiting crsricebowl.org/stories to watch videos of the people and communities you     

support through your Lenten gifts to CRS Rice Bowl. 

 Visiting crsricebowl.org/families for activities that will help your family grow in our     

Catholic faith this Lenten season. 

 

 

CRS Rice Bowls will be collected at the end  

of Lent.  Watch the bulletin for details! 
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