God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Dear Friends:
During my recent vacation I devoured a wonderful book titled, SPQR: A History of
Ancient Rome by Mary Beard. Perhaps that title may threaten to induce sleep in you,
but I found the story fascinating. That's not only because of the people and events
described in vivid detail, but even more because of the obvious parallels that can be
drawn between the world of 2500 years ago and the world of today, especially with
regard to politics and government. Just as the ancients wrestled constantly with the
question of what it meant to be self-identified as a "Roman," so we today confront the
same question of what it means to be "American." At its height of power and
influence the Roman Empire encompassed lands from Britain to Iran, from Egypt to
Spain. All of those citizens considered themselves, in some sense, to be "Roman," but
obviously the sense was not the same across such a vast expanse of cultures. To a
great extent the Empire thrived because the other ancient civilizations which it
encountered were permitted a wide range of flexibility to maintain their own ethnic
identities and practices, all the while being assimilated into the greater enterprise of
Roman influence and (to some extent) control. Whether Greek or Persian, African or
Jewish, the strategy of Roman leaders was not to crush the diversities of art, religion
and social organization in the far-flung provinces so as to impose a forced uniformity.
That couldn't have worked even if they had tried to. Instead the desire was to broaden
the idea of what the concept of "Roman" meant, so as to accommodate others as
much as possible without resort to armed conflict. Interestingly in all this, Christianity
was the only religion that the Empire ever tried to extinguish, because it was the only
one that insisted on an "either-or" allegiance to God or to Caesar. Other than that
(very important) exception, however, being "Roman" did not demand the worship of
the same god(s) or the speaking of the same language, or behaving exactly like the
natives of Italy.
It seems that today we are engaged in a similar process in coming to terms with what it
means to be American. At one extreme end of the opinion spectrum are those who
insist that it means being of European descent, speaking English, and worshiping the
God of Jesus Christ. On the other end are those who believe that there can be no
common bonds across ethnic/racial/socio-economic/religious groups in our country
and so each is left to fend for itself and to acknowledge all others who are trying to do
the same. The first option leads to intolerance and bigotry and to a very narrow
understanding of what "American" means. The other option leads to the loss of any
shared sense of what "America" means, and to isolation of peoples one from another.
We are in the very midst of this discernment right now, and it is not always pretty.
Sometimes, as we have seen too frequently recently, it becomes violent.
Here again is where our Catholic vision and church may be of great benefit in society.
Catholics are, by definition, multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-political. Catholics are
Iranian and Palestinian. They are Russian and they are Mexican. They are Nigerian
and they are Haitian. They are Syrian and Egyptian. Wherever politicians seek to draw
the "enemy lines" in discussions about "foreigners," we can be sure that our Catholic
brothers and sisters are on the other side of that line. We are uniquely positioned, and
obligated, to remain in solidarity with those whom others would prefer to define out of
what it means to be American or pro-American. Catholic Christianity is bigger than
that. That many of our high ranking Catholic elected officials in Washington either do
not understand this or do not care about this is a scandal to the faith.
The Roman Empire declined and fell for a whole lot of reasons, but one of the most
important ones was the fact that it eventually lost sight of how to balance its own
fundamental identity with the welcoming of a wide variety of other cultures. That's
not an easy task, but it is the one that is before Americans right now. Let us be wise
and prayerful.
Fr. Mike Byron
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E A S TE R F LO W E R S

I would like to purchase an Easter plant in (circle one)
Honor of

/ Memory of:

___________________________________________
Donated by:
__________________________________________

Please make checks payable to St. Pascal’s.

Third Sunday of Lent
Law of Love
Holy God,
you established a covenant with your
people Israel
and gave them the law to direct
their hearts.
Keep us ever mindful of the law of love
revealed in your Son, Jesus,
who liberates us from sin and directs
our hearts.
Give us strength to follow Christ
and wisdom to discern his presence.
Have mercy on us, O Lord,
and banish from us all that keeps us
from you.
Grant us ears to hear your
life-giving words,
which are like honey from the comb,
so that, as temples of their Holy Spirit,
we may proclaim your majesty
to all nations.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 4, 2018
Temples
Today’s Readings: Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10,
11; 1 Corinthians 1:22 – 25; John 2:13 – 25. Today’s Gospel is
filled with much emotion and action. Imagine yourself either
as a merchant or one of the bystanders who observe these
events unfold. Jesus, using a whip, drives the merchants
from his Father’s house. After sitting with this experience,
what insight do you gain? Who is Jesus?
The temple is a main theme this week. Jesus makes a
bold claim that he will destroy the temple and raise it in
three days. Of course, we know the ending of the story, but
those in the moment must have been confused. Jesus’ actions
and words invite us to contemplate the mystery of the
Incarnation. To encounter Jesus is an encounter with the living God. Jesus’ radical proclamation in this passage was

likely missed by those present. Through Jesus’ death and
Resurrection, a new covenant is created. No longer, as in the
passage from Exodus, will our relationship to God be measured only by how the Commandments are kept. In Christ,
the new temple, the sacrament of God’s presence, our relationship is measured by how well our lives are patterned
after Jesus.
In Baptism, we died with Christ and we rose to new
life. In Baptism, we became temples of the Holy Spirit,
which means our bodies are to be honored and others are to
be respected as sacred vessels who announce God’s love.
What must you die to in your life in order to be raised up?
As a prayer mantra this week, use today’s Psalm refrain “If
today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”

This Week at Home
Monday, March 5
The Need for Healing

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that a prophet is not accepted in
his native place. As he tells of the healing of Naaman, by
Elisha, Jesus shows the power of God’s Word. Like the
prophets of old, Jesus announces and shares the Good News.
Jesus was driven out of town because of what he said. When
have you heard Jesus but were unwilling to heed his instructions? Naaman eventually listened to Elisha and was healed.
Spend fifteen minutes in silent prayer, listening to God.
Today’s Readings: 2 Kings 5:1– 5ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;
Luke 4:24 – 30.

Tuesday, March 6
Boundless Mercy

We hear Peter again ask about forgiveness. Jesus reminds
Peter that since God’s mercy has no limits, we cannot put a
number on the amount of times we should forgive another.
Consider the Lord’s Prayer. It reminds us, as does the parable, that we are to forgive as God forgives. At dinner, using
the crosses you made that first week, discuss the importance
of forgiveness. Today’s Readings: Daniel 3:25, 34–43; Psalm
25:4 – 5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8 – 9; Matthew 18:21– 35.

Wednesday, March 7
Sts. Perpetua and Felicity

The two saints we remember today were beheaded at public
games in Carthage because they refused to deny their
Christian faith. The First Reading reminds us to keep the
commandments. Look carefully at verse nine, which warns
us to not forget the things we have seen. Like Perpetua and
Felicity, we have seen the living God and we must not forget
his love and mercy. We are called to give witness to the
Paschal Mystery in all we do. Pray today for widows and all
those unjustly imprisoned. Today’s Readings: Deuteronomy
4:1, 5 – 9; Psalm 147:12 –13, 15 –16, 19 – 20; Matthew 5:17–19.

Thursday, March 8
God’s People

Jeremiah has a tough audience before him. The Lord has
said that those who listen and follow him will be his people
and prosper, but the Lord reveals to Jeremiah that the people
have not listened. This refusal of the people to listen is heard
many times during Lent. Time and time again, the Lord
sent prophets to his people to call them back, and yet,
they remained in the darkness of their hearts. Do the People
of God listen today? To open your heart to God’s voice,
pray the refrain to the Psalm: If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts. Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 7:23–28;
Psalm 95:1– 2, 6 –7, 8 – 9; Luke 11:14 – 23.

Friday, March 9
St. Frances of Rome

The reading from Hosea paints a picture of God’s profound
love for his people. God yearns for us to turn back to him and
share in his life and love our neighbor as ourselves. This is
exactly what Frances of Rome did. She longed for the Lord,
which led her to serve Rome’s poor. We are also called to
witness God’s love. This caring for neighbor is a prophetic
voice, like Hosea’s, that calls all people to share in the life
God offers. Today consider how you can help the poor in
your community during the next week. Perhaps you could
make a dessert for the homeless shelter. Today’s Readings:
Hosea 14:2–10; Psalm 81:6c–8a, 8bc–9, 10–11ab, 14 and 17;
Mark 12:28 – 34.

Saturday, March 10
Return to the Lord

Hosea’s words are clear that God will heal all that is weak
and dead within us. When we turn to God in love, we grow
in faith and holiness and God showers us with love so that we
might live. What does it look like to love God? Let the coming spring be a reminder of God’s unfading love for us. Take
time to pray with the images of the First Reading today.
Today’s Readings: Hosea 6:1– 6, Psalm 51:3 – 4, 18 –19,
20 – 21ab; Luke 18:9 –14.
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Reproducibles for Lent–Triduum–Easter 2018

HOW TO READ THE
BIBLE AS A CATHOLIC
No reservation
necessary.
Join in whichever
session works
best for you!

1757 Conway Street
St. Paul, MN 55106
651-774-1585
www.stpascals.org

Parish Contact:
Kim Roering
kim.roering@stpascals.org

Catholics of the world were encouraged by the bishops at
Vatican II to read the Bible. "The sacred synod also earnestly
and especially urges all the Christian faithful...to learn by
frequent reading of the divine Scriptures the ‘excellent
knowledge of Jesus Christ’ (Phil. 3:8). For ignorance of the
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ." (Dei Verbum) So how do we
go about reading the Bible? What Bible should I get? Is the
Bible myth or history? What books are in the Bible?
Old Testament, New Testament? Why are there more books
in a Catholic Bible? We will explore these questions and
more along with methods the Catholic Church uses to
understand and interpret the Holy Word of God.

Monday, March 5, 2018
10 am—12 Noon OR 7:00-9:00 pm
TWO OPTIONS! CHOOSE THE BEST FOR YOU.

Brioschi Hall
with Deacon Rich Moore
Sponsored by St. Pascal’s Adult Faith Formation Team

