God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Dear Friends:
Do you have a favorite song or hymn at church? Or do you have one that you
can't stand? I plead guilty to both, yet often when I'm asked just why I have
specific feelings about a piece of music I can't exactly explain it. And some songs
prove to be more "durable" over time than others, which is to say that some
pieces just wear out after a while and others remain engaging over the long haul.
There is a real skill involved in selecting church music for congregational singing,
and we are blessed here at St. Pascal's with Sharon Balcom's decades of expertise
in that regard. One of the reasons that ours is such an exceptionally good singing
community--and believe me, we are--is that great care is taken to fit the right
pieces of music with the right liturgical event. Another reason is Judy Sherman's
expert ability to accompany us skillfully on the keyboard. I remember once
hearing an adage that "many church musicians are merely musicians who happen
accidentally to be working in a church." I agree with that, and I have worked
alongside some of those people over the years. It isn't enough to be excellent at
playing your instrument(s). If you can't also accompany in a way that encourages
a community to join in song then you don't belong in the business of church
music. I should also add here my enormous gratitude for the skill, talent, and
generosity of the many parishioners who volunteer to support us in music
ministries, whether vocal or instrumental. We are unusually blessed that way.
But back to the question of personal likes and dislikes... Many years ago (at
another parish) I remember singing a hymn during mass that I particularly liked.
One of the lay leaders of the parish felt differently about it and later requested,
angrily, that the music director never play that song in church again. It was a
selfish demand, and I noticed that in fact that song was rarely scheduled after
that. Like every other aspect of gathering together for worship, we sing as one
community, one religious family. And that means that, like in any family,
decisions get made for the benefit of the whole, and not at the whim of one
member's tastes and preferences, even those of the leader. Any communal
gathering involves sacrifice as well as pleasure; the sacrifice is my willingness not
always to get my personal priorities satisfied. There are at least a couple of songs
that we do in church together that I really hate, but I sing them whole-heartedly
anyway because they help the community as a whole to pray well in a given
moment. And on the other hand, there are some other songs in our own hymn
books that we never sing but that I wish we would. But it's not all about me.
During my last several years on the faculty of the seminary every high holy day
would include the singing of a song called, "Lady of Knock," which was imposed
upon the community because one of the people in leadership of the place liked it.
It never had anything to do with the liturgy. It's a Marian song that is set to an
Irish drinking tune. It was the one piece that I simply refused to sing because I
believed it did such violence to the liturgical prayer. It quickly became something
of a joke among the seminarians because my loathing for that piece was so
visually obvious in the chapel. They would tease me about that even though I
didn't make a point of speaking about it. Liturgical leadership is never about
making everybody in the community conform to what I personally prefer.
But if someday you get tired of me being around St. Pascal's, Sharon has the code
to the nuclear arsenal of hated songs, and she will know how to get rid of me.
Fr. Mike Byron
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E A S TE R F LO W E R S

I would like to purchase an Easter plant in (circle one)
Honor of

/ Memory of:

___________________________________________
Donated by:
__________________________________________

Please make checks payable to St. Pascal’s.

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Raise Us Up
O God,
you are rich in mercy and full
of compassion.
From generation to generation,
you poured forth your abundant love upon
your people.
Liberate us from the darkness of sin
and raise us up with Christ,
so that, renewed by the Cross,
we may be strengthened for ministry.

Watch over us when we go astray
and keep us close to the heart of
your Son.
Give us prophetic voices
that joyfully announce your mercy
and love
to all those who are exiled by sin
so that all may find a place at the
heavenly banquet.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 11, 2018
Mercy
Today’s Readings: 2 Chronicles 36:14 –16, 19 – 23; Psalm
137:1– 2, 3, 4 – 5, 6; Ephesians 2:4 –10; John 3:14 – 21. The
readings today tell of the merciful love of God. Carey
Landry emphasizes this aspect of God in the song “God is
Rich in Mercy” in which he wrote, “God is rich in mercy,
full of compassion.” Today’s Gospel points out that God’s
love for us is so profound that he offered his only Son on the
Cross so that we might have eternal life. When we consider
our ancestors in the faith, we learn they wrestled to follow
the Commandments and remain faithful to God just as we
do today.
In the Book of Chronicles, the Israelites were taken into
captivity as punishment for their infidelity, but even here,

God’s mercy prevails when King Cyrus, inspired
by the Lord, freed the people. Sin causes us to turn away
from God, but instead of punishment, God gives us the gift of
his Son who has redeemed us; he has brought us out
of the darkness into his light. No matter the circumstances in
which we find ourselves, God is present and mercy overflows.
In this season of mercy, it is important to name
those sins that keep us from God and seek forgiveness. It is
also important to show mercy to others, especially those
whom we may have harmed in any way. As you ponder
God’s mercy, consider celebrating the Sacrament of Penance
this week.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 12
Healed

When we reflect on Scripture, we consider not only physical
healing but spiritual transformations. The first thing you
might notice in the Gospel is that the official’s son is healed,
but that is not the end of the story. When the son is healed,
the man “came to believe.” The Psalm provides a prayer of
thanksgiving for the times we have been rescued/healed by
God. Make a list of those times God has been with you and
healed you. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 65:17– 21; Psalm 30:2
and 4, 5 – 6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43 – 54.

Thursday, March 15
Golden Calf

The First Reading once again highlights God’s profound
mercy for his loved ones. The Israelites have crafted a golden
calf to worship. They have lost faith in God and turned away
from him. We too struggle to remain faithful, especially
when we feel lost, alone, or afraid. Moses helped the people
see God’s presence. Who helps you see God’s presence?
Know that no matter the sin, God will not shower wrath
upon you but will call you home and wait patiently for your
loving gaze. Make a list of the “golden calves” in your
life and offer them up in prayer. Today’s Readings: Exodus
32:7–14; Psalm 106:19 – 20, 21– 22, 23; John 5:31– 47.

Tuesday, March 13
Living Water

Friday, March 16
The Wisdom of God

Wednesday, March 14
Jesus, the Son of God

Saturday, March 17
Refuge

As you reflect on today’s readings, keep Baptism in mind.
Water is a mighty force of nature. It can nourish our bodies
and the ground or destroy everything in its path. In Baptism,
everything unclean in us is destroyed and we are nourished
with the Living Water. Ezekiel’s vision tells of the abundance
where the river flows. Christ is the Living Water that brings
us life. Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 47:1– 9, 12; Psalm 46:2 – 3,
5 – 6, 8 – 9; John 5:1–16.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the people that he is the Son of God
and that the time will come when all will be raised to new
life. As in the First Reading, where Isaiah prophesies about
the day of the Lord, Jesus too promises that the dead who
have done good will hear and have life. How well have you
responded to God’s voice this Lenten season? God is truly
gracious and merciful. Open your hearts to his Word. Write
about or draw the images that come to mind after reading the
Gospel. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 49:8 –15; Psalm 145:8 – 9,
13cd –14, 17–18; John 5:17– 30.

Though written long before the time of Christ, the First
Reading describes how those who reject Jesus’ wisdom plotted to kill him. Wickedness blinds our hearts to see what is
good and righteous. It sets us on a path of destruction. By his
death and Resurrection, Jesus confronts sin and death so that
we might have life. Do we have ears to hear and hearts to
learn the wisdom of God? Invite a wisdom figure from your
life to coffee or tea. Today’s Readings: Wisdom 2:1a, 12 – 22;
Psalm 34:17–18, 19 – 20, 21 and 23; John 7:1– 2, 10, 25 – 30.

During these final days of Lent, listen carefully to the
refrain of the Psalm. In times of pain and weakness, God is
truly our refuge. This Lenten season may have revealed the
blind spots within our hearts, but all should know that
sin cannot take hold when we seek refuge in God. Allow
God’s mercy to wash over you and ask for God’s justice. Pray
today for all those who seek refuge and safety. Today’s
Readings: Jeremiah 11:18 – 20, Psalm 7:2 – 3, 9bc –10, 11–12;
John 7:40 – 53.
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Reproducibles for Lent–Triduum–Easter 2018

S T . P AS C AL B AY LO N C A T HO LI C C HURC H

CELEBRATION OF
A JEWISH SEDER
RESERVATIONS ARE
REQUIRED BY
MARCH 21st!
Please call the parish office by
March 21 if you plan to attend
so we can plan appropriately
for food and seating, or go to
www.stpascals.org/
parish-news

Sponsored by the
Adult Faith
Formation Team

Christians share with Jews a story and an experience:
once we were bound in slavery but the Lord brought
us to freedom. This story has diverse understandings
that link us with our Jewish neighbors, especially
in the springtime of hope and renewal.
Please join us for a celebration of the Seder service,
as we explore the traditional Jewish ritual meal for
Passover. Rabbi Barry Cytron, a colleague of
Fr. Mike Byron, returns to St. Pascal’s once again
to lead us through this beautiful time of the calendar.

MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2018
7:00-9:00 PM
BRIOSCHI HALL
with Rabbi Barry Cytron

1757 Conway Street
St. Paul, MN 55106
651-774-1585
www.stpascals.org

Parish Contact:
Kim Roering
kim.roering@stpascals.org

Reservations REQUIRED by March 21.
Seating is limited.
Child care available with reservation.
Rabbi Cytron recently retired from teaching in the Religious Studies
department at Macalester and serving as the campus’ Jewish Chaplain.
Previously he served for twenty five years as a congregational rabbi,
first in Des Moines, Iowa and then in Minneapolis. From 1996-2009,
he was the director of the Jay Phillips Center, a venture devoted to
fostering sustained interfaith education, based at St. John’s University
in Collegeville, Minnesota.

