God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Dear Friends (and Easter Guests!):
There is never a year when we don't need Easter, but I'm thinking that the aches
and angers, the disappointments and fears that crowd in to our lives at the moment
might make this a particularly necessary time to remember how the Big Story is
promised to end. God is the director of the drama of history, after all, and while
we each have an essential role to play in it we do not have the ability to thwart
God's intention for the ultimate glory of everything He has made. The perennial
temptation is to forget that, or to despair of it, and some aspects of current events
make that temptation seem more threatening than usual. The violence, greed,
indifference to the poor and immigrant, racism, fracturing of family life and social
polarization are enough to make us question where things really are going. So let's
not lose sight of the fact that the story of Easter begins in a graveyard, amid cries of
lament and the confrontation with death itself. It was about the bleakest possible
stage set for the greatest divine gift ever. And the story is not merely about
restored life or going back to some imagined "good old days," either for Jesus in
Galilee or for us in the 1950s. God had already shown us in the Book of Genesis
that he is quite capable to creating life out of nothing. Easter is more than that. It
shows God creating GLORIFIED life—life like His very own—from that "merely"
human life that had once lived and was now appearing to be dead in the tomb.
That's the astonishing promise of Easter faith: We will not simply be resuscitated
and planted back here on planet Earth, as Jesus did for his friend Lazarus in the
gospel. That's pretty impressive too, but it's a hope and an outcome that is too
modest for Easter. Instead, like Jesus himself, when we awaken from our graves we
will "be like God, for we shall see Him as He is, and we shall live with Him
forever" (to paraphrase from the Eucharistic prayer that is uttered at every Catholic
funeral mass). Who can dare to dream of such ecstasy as our end, especially when
our setting-off point can seem so vulnerable and small?
Two weeks ago brought about the death of Dr. Steven Hawking, the internationally
renowned and brilliant theoretical physicist from Great Britain and one of the
worlds most famous atheists. When he spoke about matters of faith he said that
the basic reason for his non-belief in God boiled down to his scientific conviction
that "God" is a needless theory in the explanation of cosmological activity. If all
one means by "God" is such an explanation, then I guess I can understand his
disposition. But I and most people of faith I know are not persuaded to know and
worship God because He is the answer to our questions about quantum physics.
Hawking was more right about the Christian proclamation about God than maybe
even he knew. It has always been Christian belief that God is not "necessary" to
anything created outside of God's self. Or, to say it better, God could and would
remain fully and happily God even if He had never created a thing, like us. Which
makes it all the more amazing that God not only presided over the mechanical and
biological forces that brought about and still sustain the universe. but that God
has—in Jesus—chosen to come near and to live with and to love us as a Person.
So I suppose that if one finds love to be "unnecessary" then God can be
dispensable to one's scientific evaluation of reality. But there is no true God who
can be considered prior to and apart from Love itself. Whatever "god" it was that
Hawking thought he was rejecting is not the God in whom we place our faith. And
Easter is the day on which to rejoice and to be amazed again at the lengths to which
God is willing to go in order to show that to us. Resurrection!
The purpose of "raising" the matter of Dr. Hawking here is not to dishonor the
deceased when he can no longer fend for himself here. It is to, as one of our
parishioners commented to me last week, rejoice in the fact that he will be the most
happy and astonished person at Heaven's gates this weekend.

Fr. Mike Byron
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Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
Go Forth
O God, source of all joy,
your majesty has been proclaimed
throughout all of creation
in the dying and rising of your Son, Jesus.
Today, we celebrate his victory,
his triumph over darkness and death;
and rejoice in the gift of new life.
Like Mary of Magdala,
grant us joyful hearts that go forth
announcing salvation.
Instill within us a deep faith and an
intense love.
On this Easter day, filled with wonder,
help us to know your Son more intimately
so that, filled with the Holy Spirit,
we may forever proclaim the enduring
love poured out on all.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, April 1, 2018
Good News
Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37– 43;
Psalm 118:1– 2, 16 –17, 22 – 23; Colossians 3:1– 4 or
1 Corinthians 5:6b – 8; John 20:1– 9. As the trumpets
sounded the introduction to the Alleluia at the Easter Vigil
one year, Christ’s triumph over death and sin was truly present to me; the reality that God’s love saves me set in and
tears of joy filled my eyes. How could I be loved so much?
As the congregation’s Alleluia broke the silence of the
Triduum, I asked, “How can we not rejoice and sing with all
creation at God’s marvelous gift?” Think of a time when
your Easter joy flooded you. What did you come to know
about Christ, about the Resurrection and your life?
The mystery of the Resurrection is hard to comprehend, but this is truly the day that the Lord has made. All

creation shouts with a profound joy in exultation to our loving God, who, in his kindness, gave his Son that we might
live. This is the fulfillment of the covenant promised to
Noah and Abraham and all our ancestors. Many of us will
gather around a table to share a meal with family and
friends. Like the Eucharist, keep in mind that this is the
feast of joy; a feast where the Church not only gives thanks
and praise, but also learns what it means to live in the light.
The suffering and challenges of Lent make way to a new
life, in which we are called to serve the poor and marginalized and to proclaim the Good News. During the Octave of
Easter, strive to eat a festive meal as a family each evening.

This Week at Home
Monday, April 2
Good News

Today’s Gospel picks up right after the two Marys encounter
the angels at the empty tomb. These faithful women hurried
to share the news with the others. If we have truly seen and
heard the Good News of Jesus’ Resurrection, then why
wouldn’t we also go forth to tell of God’s salvation? Imagine
yourself meeting these two on their way to share the news.
What would they say to you? How would you respond? Write a
note of Good News to a friend. Today’s Readings: Acts 2:14,
22–33; Psalm 16:1–2a and 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; Matthew 28:8–15.

Tuesday, April 3
Mary at the Tomb

John’s Gospel presents another telling of Mary Magdalene at
the tomb. It’s a bit more somber than yesterday and you can
hear the sorrow that fills Mary’s heart. When she finally recognizes Jesus, she goes to tell the others that she has seen
him. Like Mary, we must witness to others. Like Peter in Acts,
we invite others to hear the story and come to know Jesus more
intimately. For your prayer before meals, sing your favorite
“Alleluia” in praise to God. Today’s Readings: Acts 2:36–41;
Psalm 33:4–5, 18–19, 20 and 22; John 20:11–18.

Wednesday, April 4
Hearts Burning

The story of the road to Emmaus captures a scene soon after
the Resurrection account. Think about who introduced you
to Jesus. When Christ is present in our lives, our hearts
should burn with joy. This joy overflows and propels us to
share the Good News to the ends of the earth. Break bread at
dinner tonight and talk about the joy of the Lord in your life.
Today’s Readings: Acts 3:1–10; Psalm 105:1– 2, 3 – 4, 6 –7,
8 – 9; Luke 24:13 – 25.

Thursday, April 5
Peace Be with You

It’s easy to imagine the fear the disciples had immediately
after the death of Christ. They believed he was the Savior
and yet, he had been killed. The encounters with Christ after
the Resurrection help his followers understand more fully
God’s plan. The Messiah came as a servant who gave himself
so that others might have life. In the Gospel, Jesus offers the
disciples peace and attempts to calm them. Think about ways
you can bear the light of peace in your family and community. Today’s Readings: Acts 3:11– 26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5,
6 –7, 8 – 9; Luke 24:35 – 48.

Friday, April 6
Eucharist

In this third encounter with Jesus, the disciples share a meal
with him after a night of fishing. As with the Emmaus reading, Jesus is revealed in the breaking of the bread. At every
Mass, the Risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking
and sharing of bread. The Eucharist provides the nourishment we need to go forth, “fish” for people, and share the
news of salvation. Where else do you see Christ present?
Invite a friend to lunch today. Today’s Readings: Acts 4:1–12;
Psalm 118:1– 2 and 4, 22 – 24, 25 – 27a; John 21:1–14.

Saturday, April 7
Proclamation

In the First Reading, we hear that, despite the elders’ warning,
Peter and John continue to speak of Jesus. The truth they
experienced in the person of Christ is undeniable and filled
with love. To continue Christ’s work and build up the
Kingdom, they are committed to sharing the Good News
with any person they encounter. As an Easter people, we
must fervently share the Gospel. Make it a point to get to
know one of the neophytes in the parish and hear their story
of encountering Christ. Today’s Readings: Acts 4:13 – 21;
Psalm 118:1 and 14 –15ab, 16 –18, 19 – 21; Mark 16:9 –15.
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