WELCOME! WE HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR TIME WITH US.
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Dear Friends:
In the parish where I was pastor before coming to St. Pascal's we had roughly a
half dozen funerals per year. It was a much smaller place and, on average, quite
a bit younger. Here the average (at least in my time) has been something closer to
forty funerals per year. I got to thinking recently that since I've been at
St. Pascal's I must have presided over far more than two hundred funerals. And
that's not to single out me and my work ethic for praise, because Judy Sherman
has played keyboard, Sharon Balcom has sung, and the funeral lunch ladies have
hosted a meal at virtually every single one of those, not to mention the faithful
altar ministers, greeters, food providers, and the whole host of people it takes to
make those events turn out well on short notice. It is an amazing ministry on the
part of our parish that is perhaps so regular that we don't always recognize it.
I mention it here for a couple of reasons...
First is that an amazing number of those funerals have been for people who have
called this parish their home for forty, fifty, sixty years and more. That is quite
unique at this moment in our local Catholic church, and it is a phenomenon that
won't last forever. A while ago I was in conversation with a former pastor of
St. Bernard's parish on Rice Street and I asked whether he was doing all these
funerals for all these long-timers. Surprisingly he answered no because, as he told
me, "I was doing that ten years ago, and today there's hardly anybody left."
It's that "greatest generation" demographic that came of age during World War II
and has been intensely loyal to their Catholic faith all these years. We won't see
anything like it again any time soon.
The second reason is that all these funerals have forced me to reconsider what is
my role at those celebrations. Until I came to St. Pascal's almost all of the
funerals I presided over were for people with whom I had at least some minimal
personal history and some knowledge about before they died. It seemed more
natural to be able to speak about their lives from my own experience with them.
You can get away with that when you only have five or six funerals per year, but
not here. I learned quickly that the vast majority of funerals at St. Pascal's now
involve people and families whom I've never met and about whom I know little
or nothing. In many cases the deceased persons were active in the parish for
decades but had to move away when their health failed or when they could no
longer keep up their homes by themselves. Very frequently fellow parishioners in
the pews know far more about the life story of the deceased than I do, and I'd be
foolish to pretend to have had a greater acquaintance with them than is true.
So what exactly am I there to say and to do at funerals like these? I've learned
that the answer to that question isn't really as hard as I first thought. For one
thing, my role is not to recap the life story of the deceased or to try to build a
public case for his/her virtues and prospects for heavenly reward. Not only is
that an impossible task, but it's not the task of the presiding minister in the first
place. Let the family and friends be the ones to tell the legacy of this person's
existence; they know what I can't ever know about that. Instead, my role is to
remind all present about what kind of God we worship and what kind of hope we
hold for our eternal destiny. Those are things that I actually know something
about, and they remain true no matter whose name is attached to the casket or
urn that is before me at the moment. I have come to think of my role at a funeral
primarily as that of a physical reminder, an articulator of what every person of
faith already knows about our Good God and His mercy, but maybe needs to
hear expressed one more time at a moment of particular stress, sadness and loss.
That's not so hard to do And my other role is to embody the whole parish
community of St. Pascal's as it gathers around the remains of the deceased and
attempts to console those who are left behind. I have the privilege of speaking
and acting for all of us in what I do there.
Fr. Mike Byron
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Cornerstone
Almighty and ever-living God,
you reveal your great love for us in your
Son, Jesus.
By his dying and rising,
we have been made your children
and so, we lift our voices to give thanks
for your goodness.
May Christ the cornerstone,
provide us with the strength
and courage
to build up your Kingdom.
Grant us a faith and love
that moves us to lay aside our desires
in order to work for justice.
Implant your will deep within
our hearts
so that, we offer all that we are to you
and for your glory.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, April 22, 2018
The Rejected Cornerstone
Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 4:8 –12; Psalm 118:1,
8 – 9, 21– 23, 26, 28, 29; 1 John 3:1– 2; John 10:11–18.
Together, the First Reading and the Gospel invite us to
reflect on the saving power of God. Many thought that the
Messiah would usher in war, and once he conquered, would
reign as a powerful king. Jesus’ reign is one of peace and love.
The images our readings provide are that of a rejected stone
and a shepherd. When Peter is confronted about the healing
of the cripple, he tells the Jewish leaders that they are like
builders who put aside a stone unfit for building. The reality
is, they didn’t examine it closely enough, and the stone that
they reject is the Messiah. Think about the brutality Jesus
suffered and the confrontations he experienced. The one who

saves is the one who many humiliated and hunted down.
Jesus is the foundation that keeps us from collapsing.
Similarly, in the Gospel, Jesus, as the Good Shepherd,
lays aside everything for his sheep. Jesus isn’t the warrior
some were expecting, but a loving Savior in whom we take
refuge. In the name of this unexpected Savior, the cripple
was healed and we are healed. Who in our communities,
like Jesus, is rejected or ignored? Reach out to those and
help them know they are loved and have gifts to share in
building up the Kingdom. Engage in some active imagination with the image of Christ the cornerstone. How does this
image comfort or challenge you?

This Week at Home
Monday, April 23
The Gate

The Gospel shows Jesus as the gate through which people
must enter to be saved. Imagine a gate. It can keep things in
or out. It has the potential to protect. By his death and
Resurrection, Jesus has opened the Kingdom of Heaven. By
uniting ourselves to him, we enter into his sheepfold.
Meditate on Jesus as the gate, and see how he leads you to
the Kingdom. Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 11:1–18;
Psalm 42:2 – 3; 43:3, 5; John 10:1–10.

Thursday, April 26
Bold and Confident

Scripture’s portrayal of Paul is bold and confident. As Paul
speaks to the people in the synagogue, he recounts Israel’s
history, showing that Jesus is the Chosen One sent by God,
the One foretold by the prophets. Have you ever been in
a situation where you needed to share your faith boldly?
We are heirs of God’s promise who go forth sharing the
Good News. We are the messengers Christ has sent. Send
a message of Good News to a friend to reconnect. Today’s
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 13:13 – 25; Psalm 89:2 – 3,
21– 22, 25 and 27; John 13:16 – 20.

Tuesday, April 24
All Nations

Friday, April 27
Light and Path

Wednesday, April 25
Feast of St. Mark

Saturday, April 28
Jealousy

In the Scriptures, reference to the Gentiles usually is a reference for all non-Jewish people. Our First Reading helps
depict how the Church is growing beyond Jerusalem and
spreading to all nations, even the Greeks. As disciples,
we are called to give witness to Christ the Shepherd to all
peoples. In your prayer today, include a petition that all
nations might know the peace and love of Christ. Today’s
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 11:19 – 26; Psalm 87:1b – 3,
4 – 5, 6 –7; John 10:22 – 30.

Today’s readings provide three ideas on which to reflect.
First, in the Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles to preach to all
nations. Second, Peter tells us to be sober and vigilant
in order to remain steadfast in faith. Third, the Psalm invites
us to praise for all God has done for us. Be attentive to
Christ’s presence as you share time with another today.
Today’s Readings: 1 Peter 5:5b –14; Psalm 89:2 – 3, 6 –7,
16 –17; Mark 16:15 – 20.

God truly has kept his promise by raising Jesus from the
dead. Jesus is the true light of life and the path of salvation
and anyone who comes to him becomes a child of God.
If you were sitting in the synagogue listening to Paul preach,
how might you have responded? Paul invites unbelievers
to follow the Light and believers to show forth the Light.
Spend time praying with the Psalm refrain. Today’s
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 13:26 – 33; Psalm 2:6 –7, 8 – 9,
10 –11ab; John 14:1– 6.

In the First Reading, the Jews are jealous of the crowds who
gather to hear Paul and Barnabas. Jealousy is a problem. It
can lead one to embrace malice. The disciples teach us a lesson by dusting their feet and moving on. When have you felt
jealous and what incited those feelings? Dialogue with Jesus
about a time you were jealous and hear his advice. Today’s
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 13:44 – 52; Psalm 98, 1,
2 – 3ab, 3cd – 4; John 14:7–14.
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