God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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Dear Friends:
I'll be away next week (Feb. 18-24) for what feels like a needed vacation. I am
grateful to Fr. Cyprian Weaver OSB for presiding at the masses next weekend.
His friendship with St. Pascal's long pre-dates mine and I know he'll be warmly
welcomed back. We will not have daily masses here during the time that I am
away. I apologize for that inconvenience, especially since it will be the first full
week of Lent. I will try to find some way to do seasonal penance while in
Hawaii, though it may be difficult.
Because Lent begins somewhat early this year we will not really have had a
chance to get in to the rhythm of the Gospel of Mark at our weekend liturgies
before Ash Wednesday arrives. I assume that most of us are aware that the
Sunday gospels are arranged for proclaiming on a three-year cycle, with Matthew,
Mark, and Luke constituting "Years A, B, and C" respectively. The Gospel of
John is sprinkled in throughout the course of every year. We just began Year B
(Mark) in Advent and we will remain in it until next winter. The idea of this
cycle is to allow people to hear a sense of how each specific gospel unfolds in its
unique way of telling the story of Jesus, week by week and more-or-less in
sequence. But Lent/Easter/Pentecost and related feasts always "interrupt" the
narrative for quite a long time. After this weekend's reading of the gospel (we are
still in Chapter 1!) we won't resume the normal sequence of events from St. Mark
until June 10, by which time I imagine that many of us will have lost track of the
story as told in Mark's particular way.

•

•
•

One of the signature features of that gospel, more so than the others, is what
scripture scholars refer to as the "Messianic Secret," whereby Jesus repeatedly
tries to keep people from knowing who he really is as the Messiah of God.
Already this month we've seen a couple of episodes in which Jesus silences
demonic spirits so that they will not reveal his identity. Why would he do that?
The reason points to another theme in Mark's gospel, namely, that human
beings—including his closest friends and disciples—are pretty sluggish and slow
to understand what a true "Messiah" of the real God is like. Back in bible times,
just as now, it is easy for people automatically to assume that the ultimate
"Winner" in life is the one with the most earthly power, weapons, sex appeal,
respect, money, celebrity and possessions. All of that is false. The demons in
Mark's gospel know this, but nobody else yet does. And it won't be until his
death on the cross that the true nature of God's Messiah becomes evident:
He "saves" by serving, suffering, self-offering, and finally by dying. The Jesus of
the Gospel of Mark is one who suffers a lot (unlike, for example, the Jesus in the
Gospel of John). Until his disciples figure this out, Jesus wants nothing to do
with grand titles that will only mislead, and so in Mark's gospel Jesus refuses to
allow those titles to be spoken too soon.
We still have not entirely learned this lesson, which is exactly why we have to
keep chewing over the scriptures year-by-year. To reign as Lord is to become
lowly. That idea seemed strange then and it still does, but it is still true and shall
ever be. St. Mark is a master teacher.
Fr. Mike Byron
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Ash Wednesday
In this Time
O God of mercy,
who is slow to anger and rich
in kindness,
grant us, as we begin our Lenten journey,
contrite hearts that long
for reconciliation
and steadfast spirits that proclaim
your love.
In this acceptable time,
soften our calloused hearts,
watch over us, and keep us from all sin.
In this season of repentance,
help us turn toward the light of your
Son, Jesus Christ,
and away from selfish ambition.
In this period of renewal,
open our ears to hear your voice,
which calls us out of darkness,
so that with clean hearts we can forever
proclaim your praise.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Sin Is Tricky
Today’s Readings: Joel 2:12 –18; Psalm 51:3 – 4, 5 –6ab,
12 –13, 14 and 17; 2 Corinthians 5:20 — 6:2; Matthew 6:1– 6,
16 –18. The Lenten season calls us to slow down and consider the areas in our life that need healing and transformation. This retreat-like time is an intense period for prayer
and cleaning the “garbage” from our hearts. With the elect,
those who are preparing for the sacraments of initiation, we
take this time to discern what is sinful in our lives and name
the good God is working within us. Sin is tricky and tends
to grab hold of us and become habit. Sin begins to blind us
from God’s love.
In this season, we must examine each area of our life
to uncover the darkness of sin. Take heed of the prophet
Joel’s words. He calls us to repent and return to the Lord.

Repentance leads to conversion, which requires discipline,
perseverance, and practice. The three disciplines of the
Lenten season — prayer, fasting, and almsgiving — help us
open ourselves to God’s goodness and strengthen us for a
mission united to Christ. During these forty days, allow
these disciplines to become habits that replace sin, move you
to reflect on your life in Christ, and immerse you in the
Paschal Mystery.
In the Gospel, Jesus instructs us not to publicly flaunt
how we pray, fast, or give alms. As you meditate on the
words of the psalm, think about what you might give up
(fast), how you might pray, and where or to what you might
give alms as a way of deeply entering the season of Lent and
purifying your heart.

This Week at Home
Monday, February 12
Perseverance

In the opening of his letter, St. James’ describes himself as
“servant of God” and his audience as the “twelve tribes in
the Dispersion.” From this greeting, we know that he is writing to a dispersed community. James tells us that the testing
of faith produces perseverance. When has your faith been
tested? It can be all too easy to grow weary with testing, but
prayer can help strengthen us to live more faithfully.
Approaching Lent, create a prayer plan to guide you this season. Today’s Readings: James 1:1–11; Psalm 119:67, 71, 72,
75, 76; Mark 8:11–13.

Tuesday, February 13
Temptation

Have you ever blamed God for tempting you? James teaches
us that it is not God who tempts us but that our desires lure
us from the light. Once you identify the temptations in your
life, offer them in prayer and allow them to be transformed
for building up the Kingdom of God. The Eucharist and
prayer will help us persevere in the faith and reject temptations. Today, make note of any temptations, even those you
might present to another. Today’s Readings: James 1:12 –18;
Psalm 94:12 –13a, 14 –15, 18 –19; Mark 8:14 – 21.

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday

One way to pay attention to the spiritual life during Lent is to
spend time with images found in the day’s readings. Set aside
time to read and be silent with today’s psalm, paying particular attention to the first stanza. What images, questions, or
thoughts arise? As you are signed with ashes today, commit
yourself to spending more time with the day’s readings and
heeding Christ’s call to conversion. Today’s Readings:
Joel 2:12 –18; Psalm 51:3 – 4, 5 – 6ab, 12 –13, 14 and 17;
2 Corinthians 5:20 — 6:2; Matthew 6:1– 6, 16 –18.

Thursday, February 15
Life and Death

Moses’ words are a powerful reminder that God is life. Our
readings invite us to deny ourselves, take up the cross, and
follow. By doing this, we say yes to the law of God’s love and
therefore choose the path of life. When we give ourselves to
Christ and strive to follow him in every way, life is radically
different from what the world presents. As a family, make
paper crosses and place them as a centerpiece for prayer during this season. Take time to talk about each day’s Gospel.
Today’s Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15 – 20; Psalm 1:1– 2, 3,
4 and 6; Luke 9:22 – 25.

Friday, February 16
Fasting

Do you fast only because the Church has told you to do so?
Isaiah’s words strongly urge us against empty fasting or
ritual. For Isaiah, fasting is intimately connected to the good
of the community, especially the poor and suffering. Does
our fasting lead us to contemplate the mystery of Christ and
our call to accompany the most vulnerable and ignored in
our society? This practice is intended to purify and change
us; it is intended to help strengthen us for the mission. Could
your family unite in a practice of fasting as a prayer for the
poor and suffering? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 58:1– 9a;
Psalm 51:3 – 4, 5 – 6ab, 18 –19; Matthew 9:14 –15.

Saturday, February 17
Justice

The First Reading continues where the reading from Isaiah
left off yesterday. Isaiah’s message is one of justice. The
community has a responsibility to care for the poor and suffering. When we walk in the ways of the Lord, our hearts
yearn to serve our neighbors. When Jesus calls us to take up
the cross, it’s not just a burden, but the sign of hope and resurrection. Who in your community needs to be fed, clothed,
and sheltered? At the end of this week, take a moment for
an Ignatian examen. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 58:9b –14;
Psalm 86:1– 2, 3 – 4, 5 – 6; Luke 5:27– 32.
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Catholic schools must matter
The Catholic Spirit | Father J. Michael Byron and Anne Weyandt | January 25, 2018|

Why should we care? Why should anybody care about anyone else? And why does this matter?
There was a time when answering these questions didn’t require justification. Caring for others is just something that human beings
innately do.
Regrettably, we live in a world and a time in which these “why” questions demand a compelling and intelligent response. It really was no
easier a century ago than it is now to educate the poor, to house the homeless, to feed the hungry, to tend to the sick and aged, and to
accept the alien stranger. Yet people came together to accomplish all of those things because the alternative was quite literally
unthinkable.
Who then — or now — could imagine indifference as a response?
Fewer and fewer people now identify with Christianity or any religion at all. We are more fractured as communities, without a common
“story” to connect us. And we live in a social-political climate in which an ethic of indifference towards the needs of others is tolerated
and fostered by leadership.
So why exactly should we care?
The other is our neighbor. Not only in the spiritual sense of the Judeo-Christian-Muslim belief of having emerged from and belonging to
the one God, but just as importantly, in the practical, visceral sense of people living here among us, walking our streets, sharing in our
commerce and politics, riding the bus in the seat next to us. A resolve to care is a decision to keep our communities cohesive, safe and
as free from fear as is possible.
Christians among us have an imperative to follow Jesus’ life witness. Christ never forced anyone to accept his way of life or to join his
religious movement. But once a person freely chose to follow him, he was rigorous in his expectations. Caring for the stranger, the
immigrant, the orphan and the poor one was not optional activity for disciples then — nor is it now.
We are essentially interdependent. One need not be a religious person to appreciate that human beings cannot survive in radical
isolation from one another. We need one another, and others need us. That is not pious sentiment. It is the elemental law of nature.
It has become too dangerous to live in a world, a nation or a city in which people are threatened by others whom they do not
understand.
We are called to reject indifference in favor of human connection, shared experience and the common good. Rejecting indifference is
why Catholic schools must explicitly pursue educational justice — honoring the dignity of each child and promoting creativity,
achievement and inclusion in our classrooms.
We believe that it is crucial for contemporary Catholic schools to challenge educational injustice by expressing their deep and historic
commitment to the Church’s work of social justice. In our parents’ generation, Catholic schools were an integral part of the fabric of our
parishes and neighborhoods. As such, they connected children and families from different cultures and backgrounds through a
fundamental commitment to educational access reflective of a communitarian ethos and a radical spirit of hospitality.
There is an urgent need for us to respond to the needs of our time with courage and creativity, answering the question of why we care
about our children and our communities.
This work is a direct challenge to our broader culture of indifference. It represents an intentional elimination of barriers to enrollment and
achievement for children and communities affected by poverty, as well as exclusionary racial practices and divisions. It is a concrete
expression of why and how we demonstrate care in our Catholic tradition: by eliminating economic injustice and expanding access to
educational opportunities that reflect a clear commitment to individual dignity and solidarity in every classroom, with each teacher, and
in every measurement of student achievement and success.
It is why Catholic schools matter.
Father Byron is pastor of St. Pascal Baylon in St. Paul. Weyandt is the vice chair of the St. Pascal Baylon Catholic School board and
associate provost of the College for Adults at St. Catherine University in St. Paul.

