God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
Next weekend, June 8-9, Father John Extejt, OSFS, (Oblates of
St. Francis de Sales) will be visiting our parish to preach at all the Masses for
this year’s Missionary Cooperation Plan (MCP) for the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis. Each year the MCP gives an opportunity to the parishes of our
Archdiocese to stand in solidarity with the global mission of the Church by
hearing and responding to one particular Catholic mission story.
Since 1882, the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales have served the poor, hungry and
needy in Haiti, India, Namibia, South Africa, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay,
Columbia, Benin and the Ivory Coast. The Oblates work in the areas of pastoral
care, education, social services, housing, medical assistance, the education of
seminarians and serving those affected by the AIDS virus. There will be a
second collection at all the Masses next weekend to support the work of the
Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. Thank you for your prayers and generosity.
Reminder about Weekday Mass times, June 10 – August 30:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday – 7:30am Mass
During Monday-Thursday, June 17-20, I will be attending the Presbyteral
Assembly in Rochester, MN. This is a gathering every other year for the
priests of the Archdiocese to discuss various topics affecting our lives and
ministry, to pray together, and to build up our fraternal spirit. While I am in
Rochester, there will be no weekday Mass here Tuesday-Thursday, June 18-20.
During Monday-Thursday, June 24-27, I will be on retreat in South
Dakota. This is my annual retreat that I take which helps my spiritual and
personal life. While I am in South Dakota, there will be no weekday Mass here
Tuesday-Thursday, June 25-27.
God Bless You,
Father John Mitchell
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Sunday, June 2—The Ascension
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The Ascension OF THE LORD
Witness to the World
Heavenly Father,
who fills our heart with joy
at the Ascension of your Son, Jesus,
inspire us to carry your message
to the corners of our world,
and to be witnesses
in our homes and neighborhoods,
in our places of work and study,
and among all those
who long for your light and life.
Bless our words and actions,
so that those we encounter
may know the happiness and peace
of being your disciple.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sunday, June 2, 2019
Joyfully Praising God
Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9;
Ephesians 1:17–23; Luke 24:46–53. The reaction of the disciples to Jesus’ Ascension was vastly different than to his
Crucifixion or even Resurrection. Luke’s account in Acts
seems to tell us that, at the Ascension, the Apostles were
struck with awe, “looking intently” as he left their sight. In
the Gospel, Luke writes that the disciples “returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, continually in the temple praising
God.” Such a response is in contrast to their hiding in the
upper room. During the forty days since the Resurrection,
their faith has matured. Jesus assisted them with their faith
as he was present to them, breaking open the Scriptures,
filling their nets, granting peace, and breaking bread.

Though for three years they had witnessed his preaching
and miracles, they needed this time. Nurtured in their faith,
they accompany Jesus to Bethany, where he ascended.
Two thousand years later, disciples are to continue the
joyful spirit and praise God in all they do. The disciples
received a glimpse of the glory of God the Father on that
hill near Bethany, and in their three years accompanying
Jesus they have received a glimpse of the Parousia, a time
when there will be no more sickness or disease, no death or
loss, no hunger or conflict; all things will be made new. We
now stand in that time between Christ’s glorious Ascension
and the resurrection of our body. Until then, it is our mission
to spread his Word and baptize in his name.

This Week at Home
Monday, June 3
Courage and Peace

The disciples assure Jesus that they know everything about
him and believe he came from God. However, Jesus tells
them that they will scatter, leaving him alone in his suffering. In this moment, as he speaks of their abandonment,
he comforts them with words of peace and courage. In what
area of your life is it difficult to afford the courage to
proclaim Jesus as Lord? Today’s Readings: Acts 19:1–8;
Psalm 68:2–3, 4–5, 6–7; John 16:29–33.

Tuesday, June 4
The Glory of God

Jesus’ prayer for his disciples is also a prayer for Christians
today. Spend some time in prayer today, asking Christ to
bless all those followers who have shared and continue to
share the Good News of faith with you. Ask Christ to hold
close all those who have wandered away and do not feel as
though they belong to him. May we be united for the glory of
God. Today’s Readings: Acts 20:17–27; Psalm 68:10–11,
20–21; John 17:1–11.

Wednesday, June 5
Keep Watch over the Flock

The Acts of the Apostles offers a beautiful image of Paul
among the elders of the church of Ephesus. After he
addresses them, he kneels down and prays with them. They
are so moved by his words and the realization that they will
not see him again, they begin to weep without restraint and
throw their arms around him and kiss him. May our love of
God and neighbor move us so that there is no doubt about the
work of the Spirit in our heart. Today’s Readings: Acts
20:28–38; Psalm 68:29–30, 33, 35, 35–36; John 17:11–19.

Thursday, June 6
Hidden Gifts

While praying, Jesus thanks the Father for the gift of
his followers. Imagine Jesus’ gratitude for human beings who
are messy, weak, and flawed. Jesus responds to this gift
with a wish that believers be with Jesus and see his glory.
Considering that all are a gift to the Son, reflect on the
sacredness within each person. Today’s Readings: Acts
22:30; 23:6–11; Psalm 16:1–2, 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; John
17:20–26.

Friday, June 7
Ancient Cultures

Ancient cultures often speak of both living well and dying
well. It is unusual today to hear people look forward to dying,
but what if we knew our final act would give glory to God?
That is what Jesus promises Peter regarding his death. Would
such knowledge transform the way you live? Have you considered how every moment of our lives, our faith, and
our love of the Lord give glory to God? Today’s Readings:
Acts 25:13–21; Psalm 103:1–2, 11–12, 19–20; John 21:15–19.

Saturday, June 8
One Book

Have you ever been so captivated by an experience that
time seems to have been suspended? The closing verse of
the Gospel hints at this very nature of Jesus Christ. John
writes that this book of the Bible is his testimony to the
life of Christ. He could have written more but the information about Jesus is more than the books that could be written.
More important than words is the relationship that is formed
with Christ. Take to heart John’s words to grow in love
with Christ. Today’s Readings: Acts 28:16–20, 30–31;
Psalm 11:4, 5, 7; John 21:20–25.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Each year the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) has its annual appeal in
early February. This year, the appeal was being launched just as we were hit by back-toback weather events that severely affected Church aftendance in many parts of the
Archdiocese. As a result, the 2019 appeal got off to a challenging start, with the number of
donors down by 4,300 and pledges down by S800,000. That significant shortfall puts a
number ofour key Archdiocesan ministries at risk.

I write today to ask for your help to realize CSAF's goal and, more importantly, to
allow us together as a Church to share the Easter mystery of the Risen Christ with others
through the various ministries that CSAF funds. CSAF funding is critical to the life of this
local Church by providing funding to the ministries that no one parish can support on their
own.

While CSAF provides an important source of income lor our schools, and Catholic
Charities, and crucially funds the expenses related to room and board for our seminarians, I
wanted to highlight, in particular, one key ministry that depends on CSAF: hospital
ministry. The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation funds the cost of priests serving as
hospital chaplains who are available at all times ofthe day and night to minister 10 the sick
and dying and to celebrate the Sacrament ofthe Anointing ofthe Sick. It's at such crucial
life moments that support for the Catholic Services Appeal directly enables the compassion
of the Risen Christ to be shared with those most in need.
I hope that you will join me in working together to bring this year's Appeal to a
successful conclusion. Please utilize the envelopes provided in your pews.
With the promise of my best wishes and prayers for your families,
Sincerely in Christ,
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Most Reverend Bemard A. Hebda
Archbishop ofSaint Paul and Minneapolis
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