God’s love knows no barriers. St. Pascal’s...where all people matter.

Welcome! We hope you enjoy your time with us. Whether you are just visiting or looking for a parish home, it’s great to have
you with us. Whatever your life circumstances, wherever you have been or whatever has happened in your life, you are
welcome here. Please join us in Brioschi Hall after Mass for hospitality and to find out more.

MAY 17, 2020 ǀ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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Saint Pascal Baylon Catholic Church l 1757 Conway Street l Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
The following letter was sent to all parishioners on May 8, 2020:
Dear St. Pascal Baylon Parishioners,
I hope this letter finds you staying safe and healthy. The last two months have
been very challenging for our world and we know how much everyone would like
to return to public Mass at church. We do not know yet when we will be allowed
to have public Masses again but we are in the process of creating a plan to keep
everyone safe when the time comes. We need to await final clarification from
Archbishop Hebda and the State of Minnesota about the date and how public
Masses can begin. The Parish Staff and I have been working hard to prepare for
the return to Mass. This is what I can tell you now:

FAITH FORMATION
Vacation Bible School 2020
Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us
Through

1. We plan to follow strict guidelines for social distancing.
2. We will have hand sanitizer available at church entrances and we will
disinfect our church before and after each Mass.
3. We will publicize that people over age 65 are strongly encouraged to
not attend public Masses until further notice. Anyone showing
symptoms of sickness such as fever, tiredness or dry cough should
not attend public Masses. Anyone who has a household member
who is sick or showing symptoms of sickness should not come to
Mass.
4. We will follow Archbishop Hebda’s directive that public Masses will
be limited to groups of no more than 1/3 of the seating capacity of
the Church. We are planning for how that would work in our church
space.
5. We will ask people to wear face masks during public Mass.
6. There will be new procedures that we will need to follow to safely
celebrate Mass while also trying to maintain the dignity of the
Eucharistic celebration and respect for liturgical norms.
When I have more information next week or in the near future, I will write to you
again with more specifics of what, when and how to return to Mass here. You are
in my daily prayers.
God Bless You,
Father John Mitchell
Pastor
Email: john.mitchell@stpascals.org

Direct office phone: 651.432.4955

Thank You

REGIONAL SCHOOL
May is perhaps the busiest time of the
school year for students, teachers, and
parents, even with Distance Learning this
spring.
Teachers reflect on the closing year in
many ways. What worked well? What
would I do differently next time? Did each
child get my attention? Are the students
ready for the next grade? Did I see Jesus in
the face of each student?
Reflection
assists
us
in
growing
professionally and spiritually. Parents
question if they supported their children
with their academics as much as they
should? Was I a good example to my
children spiritually? Did I encourage them
as I should have? Did I LISTEN to them and
really hear what they were saying?

The St. Pascal’s Men’s Club Executive Board would like to thank its members, volunteers and
parishioners who supported and patronized our fund-raising events this past year including
Booya, Christmas Tree sales and the Lenten Fish Fry.

It is natural for parents to question
themselves. Reflection makes us better
parents and grandparents.

The results of that support and patronage allowed the Men’s Club to disburse over $40,000
to the parish community and the St. Pascal’s Regional Catholic School.

The staff, students, and parents truly form a
family; a family of faith, caring, and growth.
We are grateful for the partnerships with all
parents and grandparents at St. Pascal
Regional Catholic School.

The disbursements to the parish community included $3,500 to the St. Pascal Baylon
Endowment Fund, $6,000 for video equipment and security upgrades and $6,500 for other
parish requests and parish group requests.
The disbursements to the St. Pascal’s Regional Catholic School included $10,000 for school
financial aid, $10,000 for computer equipment to assist in at-home schooling due to the
pandemic, $600 for school athletics, $625 for the 7th/8th grade Washington DC trip and
$3,500 to help with school field trips (buses, fees and expenses) next year.
Again, Thank You for all of your support in these events.

We ask for your continued prayers as we
finish strong 2019-2020.

May 17, 2020 ǀ 6th Sunday of Easter

Mass Times & Intentions
Tuesday, May 19
+ Bob Connor
Wednesday, May 20
+ Larry May
Thursday, May 21
+ Richard Thill
Friday, May 22
+ Jim Stach
Saturday, May 23
The People of the Parish
Sunday, May 24
The Ascension
The People of the Parish
The People of the Parish

Heart Questions

The Strength of Faith

Jesus answered him, "Those who
love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our
home with them."
Jn. 14:23
Adults:
When have you
experienced the Spirit’s inner
wisdom and strength?
Kids: The Holy Spirit makes you
strong inside. When do you
need to be strong?

Readings

May 17, 2020

Sunday:
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20
1 Pt 3:15-18
Jn 14:15-21
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15
Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b
Jn 15:26—16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8
Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday:
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1
Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14
Jn 16:12-15
Thursday:
Acts 18:1-8
Ps 98:1-4
Jn 16:16-20
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18
Ps 47:2-7
Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28
Ps 47:2-3, 8-10
Jn 16:23b-28
Next Sunday:
Ascension
Acts 1:1-11
Ps 47:2-3, 6-9
Eph 1:17-23
Mt 28:16-20

Parish Office Hours

Most of our office staff work
remotely during the Governor’s stay
-at-home order. Please call ahead if
you need to visit the office.
Stay tuned to our parish website
and Facebook page for updates on
office hours and worship schedules.
Thank you for your patience and
understanding
during
these
challenging times!

Senior Bingo Cancelled

The St. Pascal's Men's Club Senior
Bingo scheduled for Saturday, May
23 has been CANCELLED.

Stay Connected

THE WEEK AHEAD
St. Pascal’s is committed to help you to navigate through the upcoming weeks of
COVID-19 safety measures. We have cutback programs and community gatherings
in an effort to keep all in our community healthy and safe. Visit www.stpascals.org
for more information and for the status of upcoming parish meetings and events.

Sunday, May 17ͶFeast of St. Pascal Baylon
Anointing Weekend-CANCELLED
11:45am
Women’s Club Board meeting-CANCELLED/TBD
12:00pm
Confirmation 1-REMOTE
2:00pm
Piano Recital-CANCELLED
Monday, May 18
2:00pm
Food distribution for school families: Door 1
6:30pm
Boy Scouts 294-CANCELLED
6:30pm
Prebaptism Session-TBD
Tuesday, May 19
No scheduled events
Wednesday, May 20
9:00am
Rosary-CANCELLED
9:25am
Mass-CANCELLED
7:30pm
Men’s Club Softball-CANCELLED
Thursday, May 21
6:30pm
Cub Scout Pack meeting-CANCELLED
Friday, May 22
School Fun & Fitness Day-CANCELLED
3:00pm
Men’s Club plant deliveries-CANCELLED
Saturday, May 23
1:00pm
Men’s Club Senior Plant Bingo-CANCELLED
Sunday, May 24ͶThe Ascension
No scheduled events

Stewardship of Giving

Financials for the Fiscal Year
July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020
March
Sunday Giving $ 59,657.06
Budget
$ 68,337.51
Shortfall
$ -8,660.45 (12.7%)
Year to Date
Sunday Giving $ 597,944.68
Budget
$ 615,037.47
Shortfall
$ -17,092.79 (2.78%)
Thank you for your support!

March expenses were down—overall net income was $3,763.34
We are blessed. Many thanks for your dedication to our
community. We look forward to the day you will be able to worship
together again.

Giving online is a popular option while you are away. Check it
out on the website at wwww.stpascals.org.
—Theresa Ruttger, Business Administrator

“Wisdom is knowledge deepened by love. The wise person knows more deeply by way of love than by way of argument because the eye of the heart
can see the truth of reality. Hence the wise person is one who knows and sees God shining through everything, even what seems ugly or despised. “
—Richard Rohr, Daily Meditations

Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Advocate
Heavenly Father,
Sanctify our hearts with the gift of
your Spirit.
Empower us to continue the ministry
of Jesus—
to speak the truth with joy and gentleness,
to comfort others in their sorrow
and suffering,
to withstand evil in all its forms.

Reveal your Son’s enduring presence within
and around us.
Help us reveal him to others in all that we do
so that your love may be known
and embraced by everyone
and the world brought to new life
in your Spirit.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 17, 2020
For the Family
Today’s Readings: Acts 8:5–8, 14–17; Psalm 66:1–3, 4–5,
6–7, 16, 20; 1 Peter 3:15–18; John 14:15–21. In John’s
account of the Gospel, Jesus refers to multiple commandments, but he gives only one: love one another. To love people—and we would add, to cherish all of God’s creation—is
to love the Risen Lord and, through him, the Father. That love
first flowed the other way, from the Father, through the Son,
to the world. Love for and from God pulls the world back
together. The Advocate, God’s own Spirit, unites people and
assures them that they are and always will be God’s children.
The Advocate also empowers believers to act as Jesus
did. Philip fulfills this commissioning perfectly: he pro-

claims Christ, expels demons, and heals people. Then, when
the Samaritans accept the Gospel, centuries of enmity are
overcome as Jews and Samaritans are bound together by
Baptism and the Holy Spirit. They become sisters and brothers of Christ and part of the new family of God, the Father.
Our Second Reading urges us to act as Christ did, both
for our sake and for the sake of others. People will not
always be as receptive to us as the Samaritans were to
Philip. Only by responding intelligently but peaceably will
we persuade people of the enduring joy that comes from following Christ. By speaking and acting with gentle and
patient persistence, we will be brought to life in the Spirit.

This Week at Home
Monday, May 18
Journeys

The Advocate that Jesus promised has unmistakably filled
St. Paul. For the rest of the Easter season we will hear about
Paul’s extensive travels and missionary work. Paul takes
every opportunity to tell others about Christ and to enter into
fellowship with them. Make a map of your Christian journey.
What significant moments are on that map? Today’s
Readings: Acts 16:11–15; Psalm 149:1b–2, 3–4, 5–6a and
9b; John 15:26—16:4a.

Tuesday, May 19
Revealing Righteousness

Jesus promises to send an Advocate who will reveal whether
a person is ultimately righteous or sinful. In Acts, the jailer
recognizes that Paul and Silas are righteous despite their
imprisonment. The jailer is so impressed by their behavior
that he listens to them and is baptized. Are there people you
don’t listen to because you are certain they are wrong? Do
they have some words of truth to offer you? Today’s
Readings: Acts 16:22–34; Psalm 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 7c–8;
John 16:5–11.

Wednesday, May 20
A Gospel for All

Jesus helps his disciples prepare for his death. He also promises that the “Spirit of truth” will give them insight into
future events so that they can act in his name. This Spirit is
active in Paul as he preaches in Athens, a city renowned for
its diversity. Paul’s ministry in that city anticipates the spread
of the Gospel to the wider and still more diverse world.
Today, the Gospel is lived and expressed in countless ways.
What are some Catholic practices unique to your area or culture? Today’s Readings: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Psalm 148:1–
2, 11–12, 13, 14; John 16:12–15.

Thursday, May 21
The Ascension of the Lord

In ancient texts, revered people were sometimes shown being
taken up into heaven. Their ascension was a metaphor for
divine approval. Luke draws on this imagery to show that
God approves of Jesus but also that Jesus shares God’s power.
Having ascended, Jesus is no longer physically constrained
but is spiritually and sacramentally present in those who are
baptized. Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7,
8–9; Ephesians 1:17–23; Matthew 28:16–20.

Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter

In Acts, we’re reminded that Paul did not work alone but
counted on other people for material and emotional support.
When the disciples learned of Jesus’ forthcoming death, they
also would have turned to one another for support. Who is a
source of strength and comfort for you? Today’s Readings:
Acts 18:1–8; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 16:16–20.

Friday, May 22
Everlasting Joy

Jesus insists that his disciples will soon be filled with a joy
from God that no one can take away. This promise seems to
clash with the passage from Acts where Paul is unjustly
treated by a mob and those in authority don’t care. Paul, however, compelled by love and gratitude for Christ, continues
his ministry. Today’s Readings: Acts 18:9–18; Psalm 47:2–3,
4–5, 6–7; John 16:20–23.

Saturday, May 23
Our Every Need

Jesus tells his disciples that soon God will give them whatever they ask. Often, however, we receive without asking.
Apollos receives much needed instruction about the Christian
faith. The Christian community then receives in Apollos a
well-formed and compelling preacher. Surprise someone by
doing something helpful but unexpected for them today.
Today’s Readings: Acts 18:23–28; Psalm 47:2–3, 8–9, 10;
John 16:23b–28.
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