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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

I moved to a new residence on July 1.  I am still the pastor of St. Pascal Baylon 

Church, but I am now living at the parish rectory at Presentation Parish in 

Maplewood rather than the parish rectory at Blessed Sacrament Parish in St. Paul. 

I lived at Blessed Sacrament for three years because Father Benny Mekkatt, the 

pastor of Blessed Sacrament Parish, lived in downtown St. Paul at St. Mary Parish 

with his religious community. St. Pascal Baylon Parish paid monthly rent for me 

to live at Blessed Sacrament’s rectory. I was informed last February that Father 

Benny was going to be re-assigned to a different parish in June, and a new pastor 

would be coming to Blessed Sacrament Parish, so I needed to move out of their 

rectory in June which I completely understood. I began to search for apartments 

and rental opportunities in our local area, and then I talked with Father Peter Ly, 

the pastor of Presentation Parish. I visited his rectory and found it to be very nice, 

and I asked if he had room for me to live there, and he said yes. As time passed, I 

found out in May that Father Benny was going to stay at Blessed Sacrament, and 

therefore I could have stayed and continued to live there. However, I felt that 

God’s providence had led me by a winding path to a new opportunity to live with 

other priests at Presentation’s rectory. There are four of us priests living together 

now at Presentation, and one of them is moving to a different parish in 

September so there will be three of us living together. For most of my priesthood 

I have lived by myself which has its advantages. Now, I believe God is inviting me 

to live with other priests where I can find opportunities for shared prayer, shared 

meals, friendly banter and hearing how other pastors are ministering in their 

parishes. Also, in the process of moving from one house to another, I was able to 

get rid of some of my possessions that I really did not need any more. 

Presentation’s rectory is about 3 miles away from St. Pascal’s campus, and it only 

takes me about 9 minutes to drive from my residence to our church. Our parish 

will pay monthly rent to Presentation for me to live there, and I thank you for 

your financial support of our parish which provides my monthly rent and also 

funds for me to buy groceries. Lastly, as I reflected on this whole experience, I am 

very grateful to have a place to live because so many people in our world are 

homeless and cannot find a safe, affordable home where they can live.  

The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) conducts an Annual 

Appeal to fund 20 Designated Ministries within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis that no one parish can support on its own. These ministries include 

Abria Pregnancy Resources, American Indian Ministry, Deaf Ministry, Hospital 

Chaplains, Prison Ministry and the Venezuelan Mission. I invite you to support 

the Appeal. You may give online at csafspm.org or by contacting The Catholic 

Services Appeal Foundation office, phone: 612.294.6622. Here is an update on 

our progress towards our Parish goal as of June 25, 2021: 

St. Pascal Parish Goal: $  41,935.00 

Total Pledged:  $  22,413.75 

% of Goal Pledged:      53% 

Total Received:  $  20,311.85 

% of Goal Received:       48% 

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for July 2021 – Social Friendship. We pray 

that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict, we may be courageous 

and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship. 

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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