
God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

Holy water has returned to the baptismal font. The font has been empty since 

March 2020. I know we are currently experiencing in a surge in the Delta variant of 

COVID19, but I think the holy water is something people appreciate having back 

again. Those people who are not comfortable touching the holy water can refrain 

from doing so. We will monitor the situation, and if we decide to empty the font 

again, we can do so. 

Face coverings welcome in our church building but not required. The City of 

St. Paul has required that all individuals, regardless of vaccine status, wear a face 

covering at city-controlled properties, and the City has strongly encouraged all      

St. Paul businesses to require that all individuals, regardless of vaccine status, wear a 

face covering indoors (City of St. Paul, Executive Order 2021-33, August 3, 2021). 

Regarding our church building, we will continue our policy of "face masks welcome 

but not required". I have noticed a few more parishioners wearing facemasks the 

past two weekends at Mass than I saw during June and July. I have returned to 

wearing a facemask when I distribute Holy Communion in order to put people at 

ease. Our attendance for each weekend Mass this Summer has been 100-150 people 

which allows for physical space in the pews for those who wish to have some 

distance from people not from their household. We have continued our YouTube 

livestream broadcast of weekday Masses and Saturday 4:30 PM Mass and Sunday 

10:30 AM Mass for people who feel safer with virtual worship or who need to stay 

home due to illness. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with National Night Out on August 3.   

It was a wonderful event in our church parking lot, and the parishioners and 

neighborhood members who attended the event had a great time. The appearance 

by Sargent Fuzz, the St. Paul Police Department’s therapy dog, was a big hit. We 

also enjoyed the appearance of the firefighters and fire engine from St. Paul Fire 

Department #24 and the appearance of police officers from the St. Paul Police 

Department. I am looking forward to our parish hosting a National Night Out 

event again next year.  

This weekend we celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary which 

commemorates Mary's being assumed into heaven at the end of her life. Although it 

is not mentioned in Scripture, the Assumption of Mary has been a solidly held 

belief of our faith since apostolic times. It has been celebrated liturgically since the 

6th century A.D. The Assumption of Mary was declared a dogma of the Catholic 

Church by Pope Pius XII in 1950: “The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-

virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and 

soul into heaven” (Munificentissimus Deus, #44). I found the following prayer to 

be helpful as I prepared for the Feast of the Assumption this weekend: “Lord, Jesus 

Christ, you destroyed the power of death and gave us hope of eternal life in body 

and soul. You granted your Mother a special place in your glory and did not allow 

decay to touch her body. As we rejoice in the Assumption of Mary into Heaven, 

give to us a renewed confidence in the victory of life over death. Amen.” 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Francis for August 2021: The Church. Let us pray 

for the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to 

reform herself in the light of the Gospel.   

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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Sponsored by St. Pascal’s Women’s Club 

Used Books, Games, Puzzles,  

DVD’s, and CD’s 

 
 

Friday, August 20 - 9 am to 3 pm 

Saturday, August 21 - 9 am to noon 

 

At - St. Pascal Catholic Church in Brioschi Hall 

3rd St and White Bear Ave 

Please Park and enter off Flandreau St. 
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