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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

– –

WE TRUST  

IN YOU 



FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

How do you feel when others get ahead of you? There is a prayer method 

created by St. Ignatius of Loyola called Ignatian Contemplation where a person 

imaginatively places themselves in a particular Gospel passage and engages in the 

sights, sounds, smells, emotions and energy of the Scripture passage. When I 

imaginatively place myself in the Gospel reading this weekend from Mark 10:35-

45, I am sitting within ten feet of Jesus along with the other ten Apostles when 

James and John say to Jesus, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 

of you”. I feel myself getting irritated with James and John. Why? I feel like James 

and John are getting ahead of me. It is a similar feeling I had as a child whenever 

my older brother or older sister asked our parents for something that I had not 

thought to ask for myself, and I felt I was going to miss out on something good. 

Thus, when I read in this Gospel passage how the other ten Apostles became 

indignant (feeling or showing anger or annoyance at what is perceived as unfair 

treatment), I find myself feeling that same way. How wise it was of Jesus to use 

this situation as a teaching moment about service and humility. The Christian 

disciple is called to put other people first and to serve with humility because Jesus 

did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many 

(Mark 10:45).  

Each year the Church in the United States celebrates October as Respect 

Life Month. We are called to cherish, defend and protect those who are most 

vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point in between. 

The papal encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) was written by Pope 

St. John Paul II in 1995 to appeal to all people to respect, protect, love, and serve 

every human life. Through the Incarnation and birth of Christ, God reveals to us 

the dignity of all human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and inviolable. 

The Son of God has united himself with every human being and desires for us to 

share eternal life with him. Not only must human life not be taken, but it must be 

protected with loving concern. (respectlife.org/gospel-of-life-summary) 

You are invited to my 25th Priesthood Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, 

October 24 in Brioschi Hall after the 8:45 and 10:30 AM Masses. We will 

have coffee and donuts after the 8:45 AM Mass. After the 10:30 AM Mass, we will 

have food and beverages and an Open House from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM. All are 

welcome! 

You are invited to a parish meeting on Thursday, October 28 at 6:30 PM in 

Brioschi Hall to discuss options for Father John Ryan Field. From our 2002 

parish building project, we currently owe $3,166,168.61 on our mortgage. At our 

current pace of mortgage payments, it will take approximately 16 more years to 

retire our mortgage. An option to consider is reducing our mortgage by selling the 

2.25 acres of property owned by our parish across White Bear Avenue from our 

church and making an advance payment on our mortgage. This property is known 

as Father John Ryan Field. It has served as a ballfield, school playground, 

Christmas tree lot, a location for dumping excess winter snow from our parking 

lots and sidewalks, and it is currently the location of a small garage for our Men’s 

Club to store various items. As you ponder this option, you can assume the 

property would be put to good use and utilized for something in accord with our 

values or at least not offensive to us or disagreeable to the neighborhood.  

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for October 2021: Missionary Disciples. 
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.   

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 



Parish Office  

St. Pascal Regional Catholic School 

Parish Councils  

Sacramental Information 

Parish Prayer Line 

Parish Communication 
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The Problem: Rents Are Not Affordable
All Minnesotans deserve to have a home they can afford. The current out of control rental market has 
made that impossible for the majority of Minneapolis and St. Paul renters. Nearly half of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul Renters pay over 30% of their income towards housing and a quarter, one in four, pay over half 
of their income to rent. The main housing safety net, rent subsidy, which helps families pay their rent, is 
severely underfunded and only one in four who qualify are able to receive it.

Let’s give renters a fair chance and vote YES on or before Tuesday, November 2nd to stabilize the rent.

Rent Stabilization  
Rent Should be Affordable for All of Us

What is Rent Stabilization?
Rent stabilization is a policy that caps the rise 
in rents to a reasonable rate, allowing renters 
the security of incremental rent increases while 
allowing landlords to charge a fair price. Most 
policies allow landlords exceptions for capital 
costs, so the landlord can maintain quality 
housing. 

The Facts
Rent and Wages in Minneapolis and St. Paul

•	 Rents have increased 14% over the last 
decade; wages for the average renter have 
increased 1%

•	 Wage to Pay for a 2-Bedroom: $25.15
•	 Estimated Mean Renters Wage: $18.70
•	 You would have to work 100 hrs. a week if 

you earned minimum 
wage to pay for a 2-bedroom apartment 

Rent Stabilization Advances Equity & Fairness
•     Rent Stabilization prevents price gouging, eviction, and displacement. Landlords cannot take 
advantage of the market to unfairly push families out of their home. 
•     Research shows that rent stabilization policies effectively increase housing stability and affordability 
for current tenants and protect low-wealth households from displacement while not discouraging 
development. 
•     Extreme rent hikes disproportionately impact BIPOC and low income renters, the people who have 
historically been locked out of the stability of home. This is part of a pattern that created, sustains, and 
grows racial injustice and disparities in housing

In Minneapolis, a “yes” vote authorizes the 
City Council to create a rent stabilization 
policy.

In St. Paul, a “yes” vote creates a rent 
stabilization law, capping the rise in rents to 
3% annually, with exceptions.

WHAT ARE YOU VOTING ON:

Learn more about the campaigns Beacon is supporting by visiting 
www.hometostaympls.com and www.housingequitystp.org  

Rent Stabilization is a steppingstone to achieving a Minnesota where rents are affordable. 
The next major step is rent subsidy for all.

Join Beacon in the Bring it Home, MN campaign to work for this goal!

Sources: State of the State’s Housing 2021, Minnesota Housing Partnership, Out of Reach 2021, National Low Income Housing Coalition, HUD CHAS Data, 
Minneapolis Rent Stabilization Study, Center for Urban and Regional Affairs at the University of Minnesota 

http://www.hometostaympls.com
https://www.housingequitystp.org/
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