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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

The Importance of Listening 

On October 28, 2018, Pope Francis celebrated the closing Mass for the Synod of 

Bishops on young people, the faith and vocational discernment. The Gospel 

reading for the day was the story of the healing of the blind man named 

Bartimaues (Mark 10:46-52) that we hear in this weekend’s Gospel reading. Pope 

Francis began his homily for that Mass with these words:  

First, let us consider Bartimaeus. His name means “son of Timaeus”. That 

is how the Gospel describes him: “Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus” (Mk 

10:46). Yet, oddly, his father is nowhere to be found. Bartimaeus lies alone 

on the roadside, far from home and fatherless. He is not loved but 

abandoned. He is blind and has no one to listen to him. Jesus hears his plea. 

When he goes to him, he lets him speak. It was not hard to guess what 

Bartimaeus wanted: clearly, a blind person wants to see or regain his sight. 

But Jesus takes his time; he takes time to listen. This is the first step in 

helping the journey of faith: listening. It is the apostolate of the 

ear: listening before speaking.  

(vatican.va, Homily of Pope Francis, October 28, 2018) 

From these words, I am reminded of the importance of listening. When we listen 

to our friends, parents, spouse, children, co-workers and others, we open ourselves 

to an encounter with the other person. Often I find myself wanting to speak 

before I listen. Sometimes I prepare myself with a point that I wish to make rather 

than letting the other person’s words sink in, allowing space for what they have 

said to settle into my mind and heart. May we ask for the grace of a heart that 

listens. 

You are invited to my 25th Priesthood Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, 

October 24 in Brioschi Hall after the 8:45 and 10:30 AM Masses.  We will 

have coffee and donuts after the 8:45 AM Mass. After 10:30 AM Mass, join us for 

food and beverages and an Open House from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM. All are welcome! 

You are invited to a parish meeting on Thursday, October 28, 6:30 PM in 

Brioschi Hall to discuss options for Father John Ryan Field. From our 2002 

parish building project, we currently owe $3,166,168.61 on our mortgage. At our 

current pace of mortgage payments, it will take approximately 16 more years to 

retire our mortgage. An option to consider is reducing our mortgage by selling the 

2.25 acres of property owned by our parish across White Bear Avenue from our 

church and making an advance payment on our mortgage. This property is known 

as Father John Ryan Field. It has served as a ballfield, school playground, 

Christmas tree lot, a location for dumping excess winter snow from our parking 

lots and sidewalks, and it is currently the location of a small garage for our Men’s 

Club to store various items. As you ponder this option, you can assume the 

property would be put to good use and utilized for something in accord with our 

values or at least not offensive to us or disagreeable to the neighborhood.  

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for October 2021: Missionary Disciples.   
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.   

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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