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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

We had a good meeting in Brioschi Hall on October 28 to discuss options 

for the future use of Ryan Field. Approximately 60 parishioners attended the 

meeting which was open to all parishioners and had been announced for several 

weeks prior to October 28 in the parish bulletin and email newsletter. At the 

meeting, we discussed various ideas about the field, and no final decisions were 

made. The majority opinion that I heard at the meeting was an openness to 

explore the sale of Ryan Field as long as the land is put to a good use that aligns 

with our mission as a Catholic parish serving the eastside of St. Paul. Some people 

at the meeting stated we should not sell the land but keep using it as a rental 

property for Mike’s Auto Repair from which we earn approximately $15,000/year 

in rental income, the site of the Men’s Club garage, an occasional outdoor exercise 

space for students from St. Pascal Regional Catholic School, and a site where we 

place excess snow from plowing our church parking lot. I will take the input and 

ideas expressed at the meeting and discuss possible next steps with the Parish 

Council and Finance Council. A possible next step is to organize a discernment 

process about the future of Ryan Field that allows us to listen to the wisdom 

within our parish community and from the larger community around us.  

Visiting a Cemetery. I find comfort in visiting the grave of my father and mother 

at Gethsemane Cemetery in New Hope. I enjoy bringing flowers to their grave, 

saying quiet prayers, and talking softly to them. Here is a suggested prayer for 

visiting a cemetery: 

Prayers for Visiting a Cemetery 

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

I/we commend (Name of loved one) to Almighty God. The Lord bless 

him/her and keep him/her, the Lord make His Face to shine upon him/

her and be gracious to him/her, the Lord lift up His countenance upon 

him/her and give him/her peace. Amen.  

Eternal rest grant unto (Name), O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

him/her. May (Name) rest in peace. May (Name's) soul and the souls of all 

the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Mark your calendars: Thanksgiving Ecumenical Prayer Service, Tuesday, 

November 23 at 7:00 PM in Brioschi Hall. You are invited to join us in person, 

or virtually on our parish YouTube channel, for this year’s Thanksgiving 

Ecumenical Prayer Service when we come together in prayer with our Christian 

brothers and sisters from Progressive Baptist, Hope Lutheran, Good Samaritan 

Lutheran, Grace Lutheran, and Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. This year we ask 

you to wear a face mask to the prayer service for COVID safety precautions.   

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for November 2021: People Who Suffer 

from Depression. We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out 

will find support and a light that opens them up to life.  

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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