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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch. In the Gospel 

reading this weekend, Jesus instructs Peter to “put out into deep water and lower 

your nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4). At first, Peter resists this instruction. I suspect 

that Peter already knew the best places to catch fish on the Lake of Gennesaret 

(the Sea of Galilee). Peter might think that Jesus could not possibly tell him 

anything about fishing that Peter does not already know. Yet, when Peter follows 

the guidance of Jesus, the results are so much better than Peter could have 

imagined. What can we learn from the miraculous catch of fish? One lesson to 

learn is that God has good plans for our lives that we cannot see in their entirety. 

This is because we are finite human beings and live one day at a time. We do not 

see everything and understand everything. God sees the beginning, middle, and 

end. Furthermore, God loves us infinitely and eternally because “God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 

not perish but might have eternal life” (John 3:16). Even though we only see 

God’s plan for our life unfold bit by bit, we are invited to trust God who 

sometimes invites us to put out into deep water and lower our nets for a catch. 

God will provide for us. How can we believe this? “Jesus asks for childlike 

abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father who takes care of his 

children's smallest needs: ‘Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’. . . Your heavenly Father knows that you need them 

all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 

yours as well" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 305). It is not easy to 

trust that God will provide for us. It is not easy to put out into deep water and 

lower our nets for a catch. But if we trust God day-by-day, I believe we will be 

abundantly blessed in this life and blessed forever in God’s presence in the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for February 2022: For religious sisters 
and consecrated women. We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; 

thanking them for their missions and their courage; may they continue to find new 

responses to the challenges of our times.  

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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