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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

Nathan Emmanuel Akembuom 

Joel Ebubechukwu Akwuba 

Oskar Silvanus Haberman Doom 

Joshua James Godel 

Laylah Leora Griffin 

Greta Marie Grussendorf 

Braydon Isaac Kolstad 

Ashley Moreno 

Jayce Edwin Oster 

Cheyenne Alma Mae Sauser 

Hanna Yarina Solakhava 

Chisom Anne Ujuagu 

Sabella Chava Velasco Valiukas 

Kaden Gene Walter 

Natalie Anne Wojcik  



FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK  

Welcome to our children receiving their First Holy Communion this 

weekend. As we see your joy and excitement to receive the Body and Blood of 

Christ for the first time, we are renewed in our appreciation of the gift of the 

Eucharist. We believe that the Body and Blood of Jesus are present in a real way 

in the Eucharist. Through our reception of Holy Communion, we have union 

with Jesus and all the members of the Mystical Body of Christ (Catechism, 1396). 

Saint Paul wrote, “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participation in 

the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not a participation in the 

body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for 

we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Since we are members 

of the same body, we are called to love one another. Thus, the Eucharist draws us 

closer to Jesus and to one another. Thank you, Lord, for the gift of the Eucharist. 

The feast day of Saint Pascal Baylon is Tuesday, May 17. Happy feast day! 

From our parish website: “Saint Pascal Baylon was born May 24, 1540 on the 

Feast of Pentecost at Torre-Hermosa in northeastern Spain. He was the son of 

virtuous peasant farmers. In early childhood, Pascal began to display signs of 

exceptional devotion to the Holy Eucharist. While tending sheep as a youth, 

Pascal spent countless hours in meditation on the Blessed Sacrament. When he 

was twenty-four, he applied for admission as a lay brother to the Franciscan 

community of Lorento in eastern Spain. He was accepted into the community and 

was given humble jobs including cook, gardener and porter. He carried these out 

faithfully, but what truly impressed his community was his dedication to the 

mystery of the Holy Eucharist. His joy in life was to pray before the tabernacle, 

often spending the night in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Pascal revealed 

the love of God through his many acts of kindness. To the poor and sick that 

came to the monastery, he showed himself to be patient, gentle and very generous 

in distributing supplies that were put at his disposal…Pascal died on the same 

feast on which he was born - the Feast of Pentecost - in 1592.” 

Next weekend, May 21-22, we will celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing 

of the Sick at all the weekend Masses. Jesus Christ gave us the Sacrament of 

the Anointing of the Sick to bring us healing in body, mind and spirit. Each time a 

person falls seriously ill, they may receive the Anointing of the Sick. Even if there 

is no physical healing after being anointed, the primary effect of the Sacrament is 

a spiritual healing by which the sick person receives the Holy Spirit’s gifts of peace 

and courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany serious illness. The 

Anointing of the Sick can be repeated if the sick person, having recovered, again 

becomes gravely ill or if the condition becomes more serious during the same 

illness. People who are preparing for surgery may be anointed. Children may be 

anointed if they have reached the age of reason and would not feel afraid to be 

anointed. Elderly people may be anointed if they have become notably weakened 

even though no serious illness is present. Sometimes the Anointing of the Sick is 

referred to as “extreme unction” because the person being anointed is in grave 

danger of dying. However, a person does not have to be dying to receive the 

Anointing of the Sick: “The anointing of the sick is not a sacrament for those only 

who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon as anyone of the faithful begins to 

be in danger of death from sickness or old age, the fitting time to receive this 

sacrament has certainly already arrived” (Catechism, 1514). If you wish to receive 

anointing but prefer to not be anointed during Mass, you may schedule a time 

with me to celebrate the Anointing of the Sick in your home or in our chapel.   

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter

The Glory of God
Compassionate God,
you shower us with an enduring love.
May we open our eyes and hearts to 

your works.
In your goodness, you have promised
to wipe away every tear from our eyes
and bring us to a place free of pain.
May we open ourselves to embrace
your command to love one another.
Grant that we see you in our brother 

and sister
and love them as you have loved us,
and in so doing, glorify you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 15, 2022
God’s Dwelling among Us

Today’s readings: Acts 14:21–27; Psalm 145:8–9, 10–11, 
11–13; Revelation 21:1–5a; John 13:31–33a, 34–35. Have 
you ever noticed something wondrous for the first time and 
then learned that it had been present for quite a while? That 
occurs in our relationship with God and his work in our 
lives. Often, people are so absorbed with the many events in 
their lives that they miss the goodness and love that God 
sends their way.

The reading from Revelation tells us that God has 
made his home among us: “Behold, God’s dwelling is with 
the human race.   .   .   . God himself will always be with them 
as their God.” In his place among us, God is present through 

the most difficult times. “He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes,” we are told. But there is more. “There shall be no 
more death or mourning, wailing or pain.”

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that it is by our love that 
we will be recognized as disciples. Through our love the 
presence of God becomes known to family, friends, and the 
community. Who in your life noticeably manifests the love 
of God? Make it a point this week to stop for a moment to 
appreciate God’s presence in your life. Pray for the grace of 
awareness to be God’s presence for those who most need to 
know they are loved today.
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 16
A Healing Love
Jesus tells his followers that those who keep his command-
ments love him. The love that Jesus proclaims is rooted in 
the reality that all of us are created in the image of God. This 
love recognizes our frailty and failures and our need for 
healing. This love also recognizes the best of who we can be 
for one another. Such love forgives and provides for healing. 
How will you show the love of God today? Today’s readings: 
Acts 14:5–18; Psalm 115:1–2, 3–4, 15–16; John 14:21–26.

Tuesday, May 17
The Gift of Peace
What does it mean that Jesus offers the disciples peace? 
Peace doesn’t mean the absence of challenges, conflicts, or 
worry; the power of peace is that it exists in the midst of all 
these things. The person who is at peace trusts that someone 
greater holds your life as precious in every moment. Peace 
can help you put matters in perspective so that, rather than 
worrying or being fearful, you remember, as Sr. Thea 
Bowman said, “who you are and whose you are.” Today’s 
readings: Acts 14:19–28; Psalm 145:10–11, 12–13ab, 21; 
John 14:27–31a.

Wednesday, May 18
Remain in Jesus
Jesus tells us that he is the true vine and we are the branches. 
Jesus’ entire life and ministry was rooted in his relationship 
with his Father and his desire is to share that relationship 
with us so that we can nourish others. The simplest way 
to maintain our viability as a life-giving branch on the vine 
is to remain rooted in our relationship with Christ. Prayer 
and the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, are ways 
we can remain in Jesus. Today’s readings: Acts 15:1–6; 
Psalm 122:1–2, 3–4ab, 4cd–5; John 15:1–8.

Thursday, May 19
Joy
“Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God,” said 
Teilhard de Chardin, sj. In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers love 
as the simple ingredient for joy. This love is grounded in 
Christ. Consider how your life would be more joyful if you 
allowed yourself to rest in the love of God. Sometimes it is 
difficult to accept that God offers us his love unconditionally. 
When we accept that, it is easier to love ourselves and God. 
Today’s readings: Acts 15:7–21; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 10; 
John 15:9–11.

Friday, May 20
Loved and Chosen
The Gospels this week have focused on being rooted in our 
relationship with God. Love, peace, and joy are only possible 
because of that relationship. Today Jesus adds another layer: 
he sends his followers out to continue his mission. Today it 
would be good to pray for the grace to be courageous to 
accept that we are chosen and loved, and to share the love we 
have known through him. Today’s readings: Acts 15:22–31; 
Psalm 57:8–9, 10 and 12; John 15:12–17.

Saturday, May 21 
Reality Check
Today’s Gospel offers a reality check regarding discipleship. 
Not everyone will appreciate the Christian message that you 
share, and some may rebuke you for spreading the Gospel. 
Living as a Christian can mean facing persecution. Jesus tells 
us to remember that he experienced these challenges. When 
discipleship is the hardest, take comfort in knowing that your 
witness provides a source of life and hope. Today’s readings: 
Acts 16:1–10; Psalm 100:1b–2, 3, 5; John 15:18–21.
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