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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

Update on my sabbatical plans for Fall 2023. As I announced last February, I 

am planning to take a 3-month sabbatical leave in Fall 2023. I plan to attend the 

Institute of Continuing Theological Education at the Pontifical North American 

College in Rome, Italy. I also plan to travel in Spain to visit St. Pascal Baylon’s 

hometown in Torrehermosa, his burial site in Villarreal, and other cities such as 

Madrid and Barcelona. Archbishop Hebda has given verbal approval for my 

sabbatical, and now I await the official letter from him which will grant me the 

sabbatical leave time. The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis will pay for 

the cost of having a substitute priest cover Masses and sacramental duties here 

while I am gone. I have talked with retired priest Father Bob Hart, and he is 

willing to be the substitute priest here while I am on sabbatical. 

What are my goals for going on a sabbatical? I celebrated my 26th anniversary 

as a priest last May. As I look ahead to the future, I want to be healthy in spirit, 

mind and body to continue following Jesus each day as his disciple and serving 

the Church as a priest. During my sabbatical, I want to learn and re-learn actions 

that foster my spiritual, mental and physical health. In addition, two topics in the 

continuing education program in Rome that I will learn about are “Theology of 

Mary, the Mother of God” and “Mary, the Mother of God, in Art”. Furthermore, 

I look forward to seeing the places in Spain where St. Pascal Baylon lived. Lastly, 

since St. Pascal Baylon was a Franciscan brother, I look forward to visiting Assisi, 

Italy where St. Francis founded the Franciscan religious order. 

Last April, I applied for a $44,000 grant from the Lilly Endowment National 

Clergy Renewal Program to pay for some activities for you here next Fall during 

my sabbatical and to fund some of my travel expenses. I am sad to report that I 

heard a reply from the Lilly Endowment last week that our grant application was 

not approved. Here is the message I received: 

(August 31, 2022) Dear Colleagues, Thank you for your congregation’s application to 

the 2022 Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs at Christian Theological 

Seminary.  Unfortunately, your proposal was not among those 
selected for funding. We received many excellent, high-quality proposals and, as 

in every year, our readers had to make difficult choices from among them. With the high 

volume of applications, we are unable to provide individual feedback about why your 

application was not selected. We welcome and encourage you and your congregation to 

apply again in the future. We encourage you to review the application guidelines laid 

out in the documents located on our For Grantseekers webpage… We pray God’s 

continued blessings over your ministry. Grace and peace, The Lilly Endowment Clergy 

Renewal Programs Team. 

I still plan to go on my sabbatical to Italy and Spain during September - 

November 2023, and I still plan for Father Bob Hart to be my replacement here 

while I am gone. Unfortunately, there will not be funding available through a 

grant from the Lilly Endowment for St. Pascal’s parishioners to have a free book 

entitled 7 Keys to Spiritual Wellness by author Joe Paprocki, or to participate in a free 

paint-and-sip event in Brioschi Hall led by Cheers Pablo, or to attend a talk on 

healthy eating and the Mediterranean diet. However, maybe some of these 

activities can happen in a modified way. I will adjust my travel plans a little bit, but 

I will still have a wonderful sabbatical. Thank you for being supportive of me 

taking a 3-month sabbatical next year. I am grateful for your kind words, prayers 

and encouragement. 

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell  
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A Road Map for 2024: Strategic Plan for the Church of St. Pascal Baylon, St. Paul, MN 

Background: During 2021-22, the Parish Pastoral Council updated the Strategic Plan that was 

created by the Parish Council in 2016 and then updated in 2020. The title of the updated Strategic 

Plan is “A Road Map for 2024”.  

What’s next? In the coming weeks, a series of bulletin inserts will present the focus areas of the 

Strategic Plan. The full 10 page document can be found the kiosk in the Gathering Space and also 

on the Parish website at stpascals.org/parish-news. 

What are we asking you to do? Please read the Strategic Plan and discuss it with other 

parishioners and the committees where you serve in our parish. We ask our parish committees and 

staff members to read the Plan and discuss ways it can be incorporated into their ministry areas.  

 

MISSION Statement  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Catholic Community of St. Pascal Baylon follows the mandate 

of Jesus Christ to proclaim the Good News and works to bring about the Kingdom of God in the 

East Metro area. We accomplish this by celebrating prayerful liturgy and providing faith formation 

for all ages. We enrich our community through hospitality and pastoral care. We respect the God-

given dignity of everyone by welcoming their gifts and talents and by working for social justice.  

VISION Statement 

St. Pascal Baylon Catholic Church is a parish attuned to and responsive to the needs, hopes, and 

dreams of our parishioners and neighbors.   

VALUES  

As a Catholic community we value:  

1. Liturgical celebrations that draw us into prayer and reflection and which inspire us to reach 
beyond our walls.  

2. A universally welcoming community offering hospitality to all.  
3. Life-long faith formation that fosters a sense of responsibility, gratitude, and mission.  
4. The dignity of all persons by focusing on social justice and charity.  
5. Leadership that will draw out and welcome the gifts, talents, and discipleship of the entire 

community. 
 

Next week’s bulletin insert: Areas of Focus for Strategic Plan – 1. Worship and Spirituality 



Join Our JustFaith Group

 
Compassion vs. Tolerance. Equity vs, Equality. Ministry To vs. Ministry With. 
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