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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

– –

Praise 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

Update on Tree Trench and Rain Garden Project: Tree Boxes Installed. 

Thanks for your patience with our parking lot. The working crew needs the fenced 

off space in the parking lot for their machinery, supplies and other equipment. 

Eventually, we will have our parking spaces returned to us. This past week, cement 

tree boxes were installed in the middle of the tree trench after many truckloads of 

dirt were removed. There will be one tree planted in each tree box. The crews will 

line the tree trench area with fabric and prepare the area with drain tile. New dirt 

and rock will be installed in the tree trench to replace the dirt that was removed. 

The new dirt and rock are washed before they are installed to remove hazardous 

contaminants. The washed dirt and rock in the trench also allow the tree roots to 

have something to grow into and thrive under the parking lot. In addition to the 

tree trench in the middle of the parking lot, there will be a rain garden in the 

northwest corner of our parking lot.  

Why is this project being done? The Ramsey Washington Metro Watershed 

District approached us last Fall asking if we were open to the possibility of the 

RWMWD paying for and installing trees and a rain garden in our church parking lot 

to catch pollutants and slow the rainfall run-off from our parking lot. As the rainfall 

soaks into the tree trench and rain garden, this is considered the first flush of 

rainfall and captures the most pollutants. The tree trench and rain garden will 

remove phosphorus, suspended solids, and other pollutants that are in the 

rainwater that falls on the parking lot.  

RWMWD offers stewardship grants to residents of the watershed district 

who are interested in installing water quality or native planting projects. Visit their 

website (rwmwd.org) to determine if you live within the Ramsey-Washington 

Watershed District and learn more about the assistance offered through the 

Stewardship Grant Program. You may also call 651.792.7950. 

The tree trench and rain garden are two ways that our parish can cooperate 

with county departments such as the RWMWD to care for our common home. As 

Pope Francis stated in 2018:  

“Dear brothers and sisters—on this Day of Prayer, I wish first to thank the 

Lord for the gift of our common home and for all those men and women of 

good will committed to protecting it. I am likewise grateful for the many 

projects aimed at promoting the study and the safeguarding of ecosystems, 

for the efforts being made to develop more sustainable agriculture and more 

responsible nutrition, and for the various educational, spiritual and liturgical 

initiatives that involve Christians throughout the world in the care of 

creation. It must be acknowledged that we have not succeeded in 

responsibly protecting creation. The environmental situation, both on the 

global level and in many specific places, cannot be considered satisfactory. 

Rightly, there is a growing sense of the need for a renewed and sound 

relationship between humanity and creation, and the conviction that only an 

authentic and integral vision of humanity will permit us to take better care of 

our planet for the benefit of present and future generations.” (World Day of 

Prayer for the Care of Creation, September 1, 2018.) 

Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, October 1 at 10:00 AM. We will meet in 

the church parking lot near Door 3. You are invited to bring your dog, cat or other 

pet animal for this blessing in honor of St. Francis of Assisi whose feast day is 

October 4. Saint Francis is the patron saint of animals, ecology and merchants.  

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for September 2022: For the abolition of the 
death penalty. We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the 

human person, may be legally abolished in every country.  

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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St. Pascal Baylon  

Fall Festival 
Sunday October 9 

11:30 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Featuring: 

• Sweepstakes Raffle 

• Chicken Dinner 

• Pie Shop 

• Theme Baskets 

• Craft Room 

• Jewelry Boutique 

• FREE Kid’s Activities 

 

Giant Sweepstakes Raffle 

Turn in your raffle tickets next weekend or at the festival. 

1st Prize:  $1,500       2nd Prize:  $500       Five prizes of $100 each 

Drawing will be at 4:00, but you don’t need to be present to win. 



 

 

 

Chicken Dinner 
Dine in or take out a delicious catered 

dinner from Tinucci’s, featuring chicken, 

roasted potatoes, raw veggies, 

coleslaw, homemade roll & beverages. 

Adults $12, Kids 12 & under $8.  

RSVP via the Sign-up Genius on the 

parish website or call the parish office at 

651.774.1585.   

 

Want to help in the Dining Room? Sign up on the 

Festival Board or contact Margaret Malec @ 

651.735.4701 or Cindy Reisdorf @ 734.8937 

 

Pie Shop 

Your donation of a 

homemade or store-

bought pie can be 

dropped off in the 

kitchen before any 

mass on Festival 

weekend.  At the 

festival, stop in for a 

piece of pie ($3) & 

free coffee! 

Roxi Cocchiarella @ 

651.387.6302 

Craft Room 

At the festival, 

shop for new, 

hand-crafted 

items donated 

by parishioners. 

Sue Kubiak @  

651-771.9085 

**FREE** 

Kid’s Activities 

Stop in the Nursery to: 

• Play Plinko 

• Spin the Prize Wheel 

• Get a Tattoo 

• Build Giant Jenga 

• Make a Button 

Can you help?  We need 

an adult supervisor and 4 

student assistants to make 

this happen. Sign up on the 

Fall Festival Board or call 

the parish office @ 

651.774.1585 to volunteer! 

Jewelry 

Boutique 
At the festival, shop for 

beautiful necklaces, 

bracelets and earrings 

donated by members of 

the Women’s Club. 

 

Theme Baskets 

Bring your basket to the parish office 

anytime this week, or to any of the 

masses next weekend. 

Baskets will be on display in the 

gathering space next weekend.     

Tickets ($1 each) can be purchased 

next weekend, but check back as 

new baskets will be added on festival 

weekend. 

Cala Hibbison @ 651-900-3180 

We Need YOU! 
Check out the Fall Festival Board in the 

Gathering Space and sign up for a shift to 

help make the festival a success! 
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A Road Map for 2024: Strategic Plan for the Church of St. Pascal Baylon, St. Paul, MN 

Background: During 2021-22, the Parish Pastoral Council updated the Strategic Plan that was created 

by the Parish Council in 2016 and then updated in 2020. The title of the updated Strategic Plan is “A 

Road Map for 2024”.  

What’s next? In the coming weeks, a series of bulletin inserts will present the focus areas of the 

Strategic Plan. The full 10-page document can be found the kiosk in the Gathering Space and also on 

the Parish website at stpascals.org/parish-news. 

What are we asking you to do? Please read the Strategic Plan and discuss it with other parishioners 

and the committees where you serve in our parish. We ask our parish committees and staff members 

to read the Plan and discuss ways it can be incorporated into their ministry areas.  

 

The 8 Focus Areas of A Road Map for 2024  

1. Worship and Spirituality; 2. Hospitality and Community-Building; 3. Faith Formation; 4. 
Pastoral Care; 5. Stewardship; 6. Social Justice and Caring; 7. Communication; 8. Facilities and 
Maintenance 

 

Hospitality and Community-Building - to provide a parish environment/atmosphere in which 

each member feels that St. Pascal’s is their “church home”; to welcome new members and visitors and 

assure that they feel at home; and to encourage all to help build community through the support and 

participation in parish and community activities.   

 

Goals: 

• Provide a welcoming environment with the parish. Encourage parishioners to reach out to 
others and invite them to parish involvement. Provide written expectations for hospitality 
ministers and train these ministers periodically.     

• Involve parishioners in parish ministries and community activities, beginning with personal 
invitations from parish leaders, staff and ministry chairs. Set expectations that parish leaders, 
parish staff and chairs will personally invite parishioners. Communicate parish volunteer needs 
appropriately.   

• Assign responsibility for volunteer coordination to paid staff (current staff or new hire). 
o Establish a process for inviting/welcoming parishioners. 
o Develop a tactical plan and communicate to all ministry and activity heads; encourage 

all parishioners to perform at least one act of parish service (time/talent) annually.  

(over)  



 
 

 
(continued) 

o Require that staff identify ministry needs; communicate throughout the parish.  
o Conduct annual ‘time and talent’ surveys of parishioners; develop a database of 

parishioner interests and match parishioner interests with needs.  
o Provide a ‘point of contact’ for those interested in volunteering.    

• Cultivate a young adult community of faith and service; consider events, trips, recreation, 
social and service opportunities. Evaluate recommendations from the Archdiocesan Synod in 
2022 and then develop a parish plan.  

• Provide opportunities to connect with neighbors who are not parishioners.  

• Welcome neighbors to existing events (e.g., Vacation Bible School, Fish Fries, Festivals, 
National Night Out, Women’s Club, Men’s Club – Christmas Tree Lot) and identify 
new/additional opportunities to be present in our space. 

• Create and maintain a culture of ongoing assessment of parish activities.  

 
Leadership: Pastor and Staff (to set expectations; Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation; Volunteer 
Coordinator; Parish Council, hospitality ministers/trainers; lead volunteer ministers.  

 

Next week’s bulletin insert: Focus Area 3 – Faith Formation  
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