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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

Tree Trench and Rain Garden Project Update: Dirt and Small Rocks 

Installed in the Trench. This past week, the crew added a mixture of dirt and 

small rocks on top of the gravel and pebbles they installed the prior week. Once 

the trench is filled with rock, dirt and gravel, it will be paved over with new 

blacktop, and parking stall lines will be painted on our parking lot in the area of 

the new tree trench. There will be three trees planted in the trench, and a metal 

grate will be installed around each tree so that rainwater and melted snow can 

flow into the trench. Within the tree trench, the crew has already installed drain 

tile which is a porous pipe that collects and channels water that seeps or flows 

underground. Drain tile received its name from the terracotta tiles that were 

originally used in its construction. Many houses have drain tile installed in the soil 

around the house to drain water from the soil so that it does not seep into the 

basement. Rain and snow that fall onto our parking lot become mixed with 

gasoline, oil, pollutants, and suspended solids that are on the parking lot surface. 

The water that flows into the tree trench will seep through into the soil, gravel and 

tree roots which will trap pollutants and treat the water before it flows into the 

stormwater system beneath the intersection of Flandrau Street and Third Street. 

The water will eventually flow into the Mississippi River. Thanks for your patience 

with this project. I know it is an inconvenience to not have full use of our parking 

lot. The project is scheduled to be finished by October 31.  

The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) Annual Appeal funds 20 

Designated Ministries within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis that no 

one parish can support on its own. Here is an update on our progress towards our 

Parish goal as of September 23, 2022: 

St. Pascal Baylon Parish Goal: $ 39,982.00 

Total Pledged:   $ 24,815.00 

% of Goal Pledged:  62% 

Total Received:   $ 24,270.00 

% of Goal Received:  61% 

The Designated Ministries supported by the Appeal are: Abria Pregnancy 

Resources, American Indian Ministry, Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women, 

Campus Ministry–Newman Center, Campus Ministry–St. Paul’s Outreach, 

Catholic Charities, Deaf Ministry, Elementary Catholic School Funding, 

Elementary Catholic School Scholarships, Evangelization, Catholic High School 

Scholarships, Hospital Chaplains, Latino Ministry, Marriage and Family and Life, 

Prison Ministry, Rachel’s Vineyard, Seminarian Tuition Assistance and Room and 

Board, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Venezuelan Mission, and Youth Ministry. 

You can give online to the Catholic Services Appeal at csafspm.org or call The 

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation office at 612.294.6622. 

The Pope’s Monthly Intentions. Each year, the Holy Father asks for our 

prayers for a specific intention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy 

Father's request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for this 

intention monthly.  

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for October 2022: For a Church open to 
everyone. We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching 

the Gospel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, 

always living in an atmosphere of synodality.   

God Bless You, 

Father John Mitchell 
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A Road Map for 2024: Strategic Plan for the Church of St. Pascal Baylon, St. Paul, MN 

Background: During 2021-22, the Parish Pastoral Council updated the Strategic Plan that was created 

by the Parish Council in 2016 and then updated in 2020. The title of the updated Strategic Plan is “A 

Road Map for 2024”.  

What’s next? In the coming weeks, a series of bulletin inserts will present the focus areas of the 

Strategic Plan. The full 10-page document can be found the kiosk in the Gathering Space and also on 

the Parish website at stpascals.org/parish-news. 

What are we asking you to do? Please read the Strategic Plan and discuss it with other parishioners 

and the committees where you serve in our parish. We ask our parish committees and staff members 

to read the Plan and discuss ways it can be incorporated into their ministry areas.  

 

 

The 8 Focus Areas of A Road Map for 2024  

1. Worship and Spirituality; 2. Hospitality and Community-Building; 3. Faith Formation; 4. Pastoral 
Care; 5. Stewardship; 6. Social Justice and Caring; 7. Communication; 8. Facilities and Maintenance 

 

Faith Formation - to provide a comprehensive parish formation ministry that helps parishioners 

(children, youth, adults) to grow spiritually in their knowledge of the Catholic faith, love of God, and 

love of neighbor.  

Goals: 

• Provide appropriate staff and volunteer support for faith formation and youth ministry.  

• Maintain parish-based faith formation and sacramental preparation opportunities for school-aged 
children, youth, and adults (e.g., RCIA) 

• Investigate faith formation opportunities beyond the parish (e.g., cooperation with neighboring 
parishes, archdiocesan programs).   

• Provide and budget for quality Adult Faith Formation events. 

• Cultivate a young adult community. 

Leadership: Pastor; Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation; Adult Faith Formation team; Deacon. 

 

Next week’s bulletin insert: Focus Area 4 – Pastoral Care  
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