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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

We begin Holy Week with Palm Sunday this weekend. I invite you to join us 

as much as you are able this week for our Holy Week liturgies.  

Palm Sunday commemorates the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Soon 

the mood changes from triumph to death, and we hear the Passion narrative of 

the arrest, crucifixion and death of Jesus. We reflect on these momentous events 

in Jesus’ life, and we enter the paschal mystery of Christ’s passion, death and 

resurrection.  

Holy Thursday celebrates the institution of the Eucharist by Jesus at the Last 

Supper. We also celebrate the Washing of the Feet which allows us to remember 

how Jesus served his disciples as he washed their feet, and we are invited to wash 

each other’s feet. The solemn procession of the Eucharist through the church at 

the end of Mass allows us to honor our Lord’s real presence in the Blessed 

Sacrament.   

Good Friday celebrates the Passion of our Lord. It is a solemn liturgy which 

carries great emotion for us as we remember the suffering and death of Jesus. We 

will hear the Passion of our Lord from the Gospel of John. We know that Jesus 

will rise on the third day. Yet, we stay in the present moment and wait at the 

tomb.  

The Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday is the “mother of all vigils”. On this 

holy night, the Church keeps watch (vigil) for Christ. We begin with the Service of 

Light outside the church doors. The flame of the paschal candle is the symbol of 

the Light of Christ, rising in glory, scattering the darkness of our minds and 

hearts. The Liturgy of the Word recounts the deeds of salvation history. Those 

who have participated in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults over the last 

several months will celebrate Baptism, Confirmation and/or Eucharist tonight. 

Those of us who are already initiated into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation and Eucharist will renew our appreciation for these sacraments in 

our life. Christ is risen, he is truly risen! 

You are invited to join us this week for Morning Prayer at 8:00 AM on Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. 

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for April 2023: For a culture of peace and 
non-violence. We pray for the spread of peace and non-violence by decreasing 

the use of weapons by States and citizens.  

God Bless You,  

Father John Mitchell 
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Sunday, April 2, 2023
Actions Speak Louder Than Words

Today’s readings: Procession: Matthew 21:1–11. Mass: 
Isaiah 50:4–7; Psalm 22:8–9, 17–18, 19–20, 23–24; 
Philemon 2:6–11; Matthew 26:14—27:66. Today marks a 
major turning point in the liturgical year, and the way the 
liturgy is celebrated signals the transition. The assembly 
processes and waves palm branches just as did the crowds 
that gathered to welcome Jesus to Jerusalem. In the Liturgy 
of the Word, we participate in the proclamation of the 
Gospel account that follows that day, detailing the arrest, 
trial, conviction, torture, crucifixion, and death on the cross. 
It is heart-wrenching and mystifying.

In looking back at the last three Sundays of Lent, we 
recall that Jesus reveals his full identity to the woman from 
Samaria, the man blind from birth, and Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. On trial, however, he is mute before Pilate. His 
humility and obedience to God reveal his divinity.

Holy Week offers us the opportunity to walk alongside 
our Lord from the cross to the garden. This week is sacred. 
Approach it like a week-long retreat. Make arrangements to 
fully participate in the liturgies of Holy Week and to prayer-
fully accompany our Lord through it all. 

Open Us, Lord
God of salvation,
you sent your beloved Son to dwell among us
and show us the way, the truth, and the life.
His humble obedience in pouring out his love 

for us on the cross
unlocked the path to eternal life with you.
Give us the strength to follow Jesus 

through Holy Week

to share in his passion and glory.
Open our hearts to receive his gift of saving 

love anew
so that we might in turn share it with 

all the world.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord



© 2023 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Lisa M. Orchen. Illustrated by James B. Janknegt. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the 
Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home 
Monday, April 3 
Faithful Friends
Mary anoints the feet of Jesus with perfumed oil and dries 
them with her hair. This tender gesture took place at a ban-
quet held in Jesus’ honor for restoring her brother Lazarus to 
life. We can look to Jesus and his authentic friendship with 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, to emulate in our relationships. 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 42:1–7; Psalm 27:1, 2, 3, 13–14; 
John 12:1–11.

Tuesday, April 4
Wear the Armor of Faith
Both the prophet Isaiah and the psalmist recall the hand of 
God in our lives from the moment we are created in our 
mother’s womb. The Gospel passage highlights our tendency 
to forget our origins in God and turn away in betrayal. 
Reflect on how your Lenten practices have helped you form 
habits that have strengthened your armor of fidelity. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 49:1–6; Psalm 71:1–2, 3–4a, 5ab–6ab, 15 
and 17; John 13:21–33, 36–38.

Wednesday, April 5
Spy Wednesday
Wednesday of Holy Week is referred to as “spy Wednesday” 
because the Gospel reading from Matthew reveals that Judas 
will betray Jesus. Look for an opportunity to upturn the igno-
miny of this day. Invite someone to attend Mass with you on 
Easter. Share your faith in Jesus with someone who doubts. 
Send an Easter card promising prayer to someone who needs 
spiritual support. Today’s readings: Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 
69:8–10, 21–22, 31 and 33–34; Matthew 26:14–25.

Thursday, April 6 
Holy Thursday
The season of Lent ends as the sun sets today and the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum commences. Jesus, fully aware that “he had 

come from God and was returning to God,” chooses the inti-
mate gesture of washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:5). 
He draws as close as possible to those he loves. As he did 
for his disciples, he does for us tonight at the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper. Today’s readings: Exodus 12:1–8, 11–14; 
Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16bc, 17–18; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26; 
John 13:1–15.

Friday, April 7
Bend on Knee
In union with Christians around the world, the faithful 
assemble on Good Friday to recall the final hours of Jesus’ 
life—when he is condemned to die, beaten, forced to carry 
his cross, and publicly crucified. Approaching the cross, the 
faithful offer a gesture of veneration. We touch, kiss, bow, or 
genuflect to the instrument of our salvation. God steadfastly 
invites us to draw close. Today we do that on bended knee. 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Psalm31:2, 6, 12–13, 
15–16, 17, 25; Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9; John 18:1—19:42.

Saturday, April 8
Keep Vigil
We continue our journey through the Sacred Paschal Triduum 
after sundown at the Easter Vigil. Through Scripture readings, 
psalms and prayers, we deliberately recount the entire plan of 
salvation from God’s handiwork in creation to Jesus’ over-
coming the power of death in resurrection. Listen carefully to 
the story unfold. It is a magnificent synthesis not to be missed. 
Today’s readings: Genesis 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26–31a; Psalm 
104:1–2, 5–6, 10, 12, 13–14, 24, 35 or Psalm 33:4–5, 6–7, 
12–13, 20–22; Genesis 22:1–18 or 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18; 
Psalm 16:5, 8, 9–10, 11; Exodus 14:15—15:1; Exodus 15:1–2, 
3–4, 5–6, 17–18; Isaiah 54:5–14; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5–6, 
11–12, 13; Isaiah 55:1–11; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Baruch 
3:9–15, 32—4:4; Psalm19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ezekiel 36:16–17a, 
18–28; Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 or Isaiah 12:2–3, 4bcd, 5–6 or 
Psalm 51:12–13, 14–15, 18–19; Romans 6:3–11; Psalm 
118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23; Matthew 28:1–10.
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