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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

– –

Oh, how  
I love your law!  



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Sabbatical Update. As many of you know, I will be in Rome, Italy for an 11-week 

sabbatical from September 2 - November 20, 2023. While I am gone, Fr. Bob Hart 

will be here to cover the weekday and weekend Masses, funerals, anointings and 

other sacramental duties. He has served at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 

Transfiguration Parish in Oakdale and St. Patrick Parish in Inver Grove Heights 

before his retirement in 2018. I am grateful for his help here. I will return to our 

parish on Tuesday, November 21.  

My sabbatical plans. Archbishop Hebda approved my sabbatical plans to attend 

the Institute of Continuing Theological Education at the Pontifical North 

American College in Rome. The campus is located on the Janiculum Hill 

overlooking the Vatican. There will be 30-40 other priests from the United States 

and other English-speaking countries attending the program with me. We will visit 

churches, museums and historic sites throughout Rome. We will listen to 

presentations and engage in dialogue on various theological, pastoral and 

scriptural topics. One topic I will learn about is “Scriptural Theology of Mary” 

which includes a 6-day pilgrimage to Marian shrines in Italy. Another topic is 

“Preaching about Mary” which includes a 13-day pilgrimage following the route 

of the Holy Family in Egypt. Most of my afternoons, evenings and weekends will 

be free and open for sightseeing, travelling, sipping cappuccino, enjoying pasta 

and strolling the piazzas with their Italian culture and ambiance. I will also visit 

the island of Malta, and I will be taking a 10-day bus tour to visit Fatima in 

Portugal, Lourdes in France, and Santiago de Compostela and Barcelona in Spain. 

I am looking forward to all of this time for travel, study, prayer, exercise, reading 

and reflection.  

Why am I taking a sabbatical? The word sabbatical comes from the Greek 

word “sabatikos” which means “of the Sabbath”, the day of rest that happens 

every seventh day. A sabbatical is a time of paid leave when an employee takes an 

extended break from work. People take sabbaticals to work on a project, to travel, 

and to experience renewal. The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis allows 

priests to take a sabbatical every seven years. This is my first sabbatical. This past 

May, I celebrated my 27th anniversary as a priest. I look forward to serving the 

Church for the rest of my life as a priest, and I believe a sabbatical will help me 

grow in health of body, mind and soul so that I can continue to live as a happy 

and holy priest and person. I will miss all of you while I am gone, but you are in 

good hands here. Our parish staff team members are experienced, ready and 

willing to serve your needs in my absence, and Fr. Hart will be a wonderful 

presence here as well.  

I am looking forward to our National Night Out gathering on Tuesday, 

August 1, from 6:00-8:00 PM. You are invited to join us in our church parking 

lot to meet our neighbors and enjoy food, fun, music and prize give-a-ways.   

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for July 2023: For a Eucharistic life.  We 

pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of their 

lives, transforming human relationships in a very deep way and opening to the 

encounter with God and all their brothers and sisters.  

Prayer Intention for August 2023: For World Youth Day.  We pray that World 

Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal in August will help young people to live and 

witness the Gospel in their own lives. 

God Bless You,  

Father John Mitchell 
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THE FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING 

Sunday, September 24 
 

TIME TO START CREATING THEME BASKETS TO DONATE! 
 

Individuals, families and groups are invited to contribute to this festival favorite. 
Create a basket around any theme you like—the only limit is your imagination  

 

FEELING CREATIVE?   
Here are some ideas to get you started… 

Kids Crafts |Outdoor Fun |Grilling |Board Games | Handyman |Home Décor | Art | Music 
Games | Movies | Sports | Craft Supplies | Wine | Chocolate | Spa | Cat/Dog Lover | Books | 
Cooking/Baking | Superheroes | Princesses | Legos | Knitting | Gardening | Food and more! 

Don’t have a basket? No worries!    

Pick a theme, and gather items on that theme in a grocery bag.  Leave the bag in the Donation Closet 
(marked Theme Baskets) and we will make the basket for you!! 

 
LACKING TIME OR CREATIVITY BUT WANT TO HELP? 

• Beginning August 6, a donation tree will be in the Gathering Space after Masses.  Just take a leaf from 
the tree and return it with a gift card or cash donation. 

• Ask your employer or other business owner to donate a gift basket with their products or a gift card for 
their services. Please include their contact information, so we can add them to our list of sponsors. 

 
Theme baskets will be on display in the Gathering Space and chances will be available for purchase 

 after all Masses beginning September 3rd. 
 

If you have questions, contact Carla Hibbison at 651.900.3180 or carla.hibbison@gmail.com 
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