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God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

– –

Remember 

YOUR MERCIES 
PSALM 25 



—

GET TO KNOW THE PARISH STAFF: SHARON BALCOM 

Fr. John gave an interesting directive to staff to cover HIS weekly bulletin article...  

I arrived at St. Pascals on September 3, 2003, hired by Fr. David McCauley, with 
whom I had previously worked at Nativity Parish in Fargo, N.D.  Nativity was the 
newest parish in Fargo when I arrived there in 1972, and the growing community 
required a bigger space.....thus a lovely new church was built.  

In 2003, after our children were both out of the nest, my husband Jim and I 
decided I needed to look elsewhere to continue in ministry. What a gift to find 
that opportunity in the beautiful new space of St. Pascal Baylon. What I had not 
anticipated was the amazingly warm welcome I would receive upon my arrival.       
I was very impressed by the respect parishioners had for one another. Then           
I learned that St. Pascal Baylon is the patron saint of hospitality! What a saint!  
What a community charism!  What a place to land. 

I had already begun work on a master’s degree in Liturgical Theology at St. John’s 
University, Collegeville, and that would continue for a number of summers and 
beautiful Hudson, WI became our home.   

For the first 15 or so years here, I worked as both liturgist and musician as I had 
in Fargo. With the coming of age and some wisdom, I realized it was time to 
shorten my focus to Music Ministry alone.  However, the liturgist in me is never 
far away as I am always very conscious of how we pray together as an assembly of 
God’s people.  

My heritage is richly Benedictine with relatives galore attending both St. Ben’s and  
St. John’s and many who were priests, sisters and brothers in their monasteries, 
and students as well. They often came to our family farm to let loose a bit. I do 
remember a great aunt whose cheeks would redden with the first glass of wine.      
I recall those days fondly.  It was often called to my attention, especially while 
working in Fargo when Benedictines came through the city, that our Nativity 
liturgies were very Benedictine......a remark I appreciated with love and 
respect.....It reaffirmed in me that when you go to such a wonderful place to 
study, you are impacted in all aspects of life.  I had not realized at the time that 
one could get that Benedictine sense simply by praying together!!!!  But that’s the 
Benedictine way!  I also remember a conducting class with an Austrian professor, 
who chastised me for conducting the beat with my left hand—contrary to the 
approved method.  Later, a priest musician I worked with noticed it immediately 
and I mentioned to him the pact I had made with myself that when I graduated:    
I would conduct as my body felt most comfortable!!!!  

As a parish musician, the role of preparing and leading a group of musicians to 
support and enhance the community’s prayer is a role that I take very seriously.     
I try to see the music, its text, its texture, its message, and its possibility to move 
people as a rich challenge.  The most wonderful music to my ear is the assembly, 
the cantor, the group or the choir leading music joined together in one great song 
of praise.  St. Pascal’s has a strong musical heritage.....brought about by musicians 
and pastors who innately knew of its potential to change the heart. 

During my time here, my husband Jim passed away 7 years ago, I have a daughter 
living in Nome, AK; she loves it there.....and son and family with 2 grandchildren 
in South Pasadena, CA.....2 very different climates.....It’s my happy place to go to 
see them, so forgive me when I carry on. 

So the next time you come to Mass, think about how the music you are singing is 
reiterated through the Word of God, the prayers of the presider, and the 
homily......I’ll bet you will see the Gospel themes running around in your ears, 
your voice, and your prayers..........you may even leave humming a tune. 

AND in the meantime, I will work with love and appreciation for all of you……
just know that I’m still using my dominant left hand to conduct and invite you to 
participate.....You are a blessing!..... 

PS..... I love dots. ..... 
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