
ǀ

God’s love knows no barriers.  St. Pascal’s...where all people matter. 

– –



GET TO KNOW THE PARISH STAFF: THERESA RUTTGER 

Not everybody is lucky enough to grow up in Ideal Corners, Minnesota. This 

Garden of Eden is located between Pequot and Crosslake and includes the Ideal 

Store and Bar (with Santa in the ceiling year around), a volunteer fire department 

station, township hall, several lakes and more than a few summer homeowners and 

tourists.  

My grandparents built a summer resort on the south shore of Whitefish Lake in 

1935 (Ruttger’s Shady Point) and my parents took the reins shortly before I was 

born.  Growing up at a resort was an incredible experience full of hard work and 

lots of fun.  After high school I graduated from the U of M and have lived in the 

Twin Cities since 1979.   

After the sudden deaths of my parents in my 20s, I embarked on a journey of 

questioning. Why did two wonderful, loving parents die so young? Who was I? 

What is my real calling in life? My intellectual curiosity led me to pursuing a 

master’s in theology at St. Kate’s. This experience was transformational. Kindred 

spirits questioning the role of women in the church, learning the history of 

Christianity, reading the mystics and delving into the historical context of scripture; 

it was an affirming experience for both heart and intellect. I completed the 

comprehensive exams and was awarded the MA in 2000.   

Fast forward to 2017. I had served worship communities (including a synagogue 

and a Methodist church and several Catholic parishes). Tired and burned out, I 

made the decision to leave ministry and walk the Camino de Santiago to get my 

heart and head in a better place. 

Walking 800 km across a European country was an arduous task. 41 days on the 

trail, untold conversations among kindred, fellow pilgrims, a fair amount of “vino 

tinto”, and delicious, unprocessed food that was lovingly served: all elements of a 

truly sacramental experience.   

What brought me back to service to the people of God was the church and 

graveyard stops.  The huge cathedrals were interesting, but what really tugged at my 

soul were the small parroquias (parishes) in abandoned towns and little villages 

throughout Spain.  I could envision the farmers gathering rocks from their fields to 

make the simple stone structures.  The baptismal fonts were roughhewn rocks and 

pews were wooden benches from trees in their fields.  Holding no more than        

25 people, you could feel the spirits of the ancestors gathering for events marking 

life and death.  To enter the church, you had to walk past the beloved dead in the 

graveyard; the circle of life was tightly bound.  There was a constant reminder that 

life is connected to death.  Clergy comes and goes but the people of God remain 

steadfast in their commitment to their community and ancestors. Even in the 

abandoned towns with shuttered churches, the graveyards are meticulously 

maintained.  Reverence for the dead in Spanish culture is something to behold and 

has been lost to most Americans. 

There is much to lament about our hierarchical church, especially as a woman who 

is aware of the whys and hows of clerical thinking and its ramifications.  I continue 

to return to Spain and make pilgrimage walks as a way of reconnecting with what’s 

important.  My service to a faith community outweighs the institutional corruption 

that runs rampant beyond the parish. I have been blessed every day serving St. 

Pascal’s and is truly the fruit of my 2017 Camino.  Thank you for what you have 

given me over the years.  I hope to be here many more. 
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Parish Office  

St. Pascal Regional Catholic School 

Parish Councils  

Sacramental Information 

Parish Prayer Line 

Parish Communication 
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REMEMBER SOMEONE IN A SPECIAL WAY  
THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON 



ST .  PASCAL  BAYLON  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  

 

 

 

There is no fee to 

participate in this event.  

However, signing up  

ahead of time helps us 

plan for refreshments.  

Sign up via the link on  

the parish website at  

www.stpascals.org/ 

parish-news. 

 

 

Sponsored by the  

Adult Faith Formation 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

1757 Conway Street 

St. Paul, MN  55106 

651-774-1585 

www.stpascals.org 

 

 

Parish Contact: 

Kim Roering 

kim.roering@stpascals.org 

 
 
 
 
 
In the Gospel of  Matthew, we hear of  an angel appearing to Joseph after 
Jesus’ birth.  The angel tells Joseph to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus 
since Herod had decreed the death of  all of  Bethlehem’s baby boys.         
During his sabbatical, Fr. John took part in a “Holy Family Trail”            
pilgrimage, following in the footsteps of  the Holy Family as they fled to 
Egypt.  Join him as he shares his experience of  the pilgrimage. 

 

ON THE JOURNEY OF  
ADVENT WITH THE  

HOLY FAMILY 
 

  

 
 

We are offering a morning and evening option for this reflection.  We will try to 
livestream the evening presentation, but at the very least we will record it and make it 
available for people to watch after the fact. 

Thursday, November 30, 2023 
10:00 am-12 Noon OR 6:30-8:30 pm  

Brioschi Hall 





Keeping Christmas 2023 

Christmas Masses 
Music led by parish musicians 

Sunday, December 24 

Monday, December 25 

Christmas Season 
The Holy Family 

Mary, Mother of  God 
A holy day of obligation 

The Epiphany of  the Lord 

Ordinary Time 

“The Incarnation of God… 
...the Word made flesh among us.”

Keeping Advent 2023 

Advent Dates 

Immaculate Conception  
A holy day of obligation 

Parish & First Reconciliation 
Advent Service 

Advent Reflection 
On the Journey of Advent with the Holy Family 

 

Join us all year at St. Pascal’s 

Individual Reconciliation 

Regular Liturgy Schedule 

“Come O Lord and bring your light… 
chase the darkness with your Love.”
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