
Notes on Advent 2022 

John 1: 1-5 “The light shines in darkness—a darkness that did not overcome it!” 
 
Introduction:  The season of Advent prepares us to realize that the INCARNATION of God with us is foundational.  
The season uses all sorts of natural imagery to “concretize” God with us.  This is especially so in the “Word becoming 
FLESH”.  God jumps into the “human gene pool” so that we may enjoy being also the adopted children of God.  
 
 
1st Week of Advent (November 26th)  

 
1. We are burdened by negativity, darkness, political polarization 
in church, government, families, and communities; drought, over-heated 
hurricanes from hot Caribbean waters, out of control grass and forest 
fires, “the glass is more than half empty”, multiple social networks to 
bring us down and keep us there, “it is a real MESS!” 
2. Isaiah: People have been in this state of mind before—that is 
why Isaiah presents the intervention of God “turn swords into 
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks” and “declaring no need to 
train for war again”.   The human condition is in a real mess and needs 
the intervention of God’s help! 
3. Paul: “Let us throw off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light!”  Note the real armor comes from outside of us—from the grace of God! 
4. Matthew: To see God’s light while in the darkness, you must be awake and open your eyes!   

 

2nd Week of Advent (December 4th) 
 
1. Isaiah: When you cut down a “buckthorn tree” and don’t paint the stump with herbicide you will have a 3-foot-

tall vigorous bush the next summer!  “And from his roots a bud shall blossom.” 
2. The designs of God WILL NOT BE FRUSTRATED!  “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.”  What happens is 

that the “grace of God transforms the whole natural world!” 
3. Being ecologically sensitive is to cooperate with the design and grace of God.   
4. Responsorial Ps 72: uses all sorts of natural images to make the point.   
5. Paul:  Christ saves EVERYONE – May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony 

with one another.   
6. Ecological justice is not just about “hugging trees” it is also about “care for the poor” who have climate crisis 

visit them usually FIRST.  
7. Matthew: The sacramental presence of God’s intervention is not in the usual religious environment BUT make 

itself known in the “wilderness” in the person of a “wild man”! 
8. Note that in New York City that with all the asphalt jungle the is a 

huge park in the center called “Central Park”! 
9. Part of our advent observance could be a “walk in the park”! 
10. Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.   

 



3rd Week of Advent (December 11th) 
 
1. Isaiah: “The desert blooms” the “stag leaps”, the “tongue of the mute will sing” 

–natural images used to express human joy in the splendor of God 
2. James: “Be patience until the coming of the Lord.  See how the farmer waits for 

the precious fruit of the earth.”  Note you don’t need to be patient when 
everything is going the way you want it.  “Take an example from other holy 
people and the need for patience.” 

3. Ps 146: names the many ways the poor need rescue, e.g., rescue from of 
climate change 

4. Matthew:  Are you the one who is to come?  Given “global issues of all sorts” 
Christian are asked to connect the remedy to the one who has come! 

 

4th Week of Advent (December 18th)  
 

1.  “Dew-point” –God is always in the atmosphere around 
us.  God’s presence can suddenly be seen, but the presence 
and action always surround us.   “Let the earth be opened 
and bring forth a savior!”         
2. Isaiah: You would think that if you were to set about 
another human being to be conceived and born, you would 
choose a woman who was well-practiced in giving birth!  Not 
only is it:  How odd of God to choose the Jews!  It is also 

“how odd of God to choose a young virgin from the small town of Nazareth”!  She is like the way dew suddenly 
appears when just the right temperature is reached! 

3. Humans become impatient because God’s seems to be acting slowly or not at all or irresponsibly.  It is any 
wonder that: “It is not enough for you to weary people!  MUST you also weary God?”   

4. Ps 24: Seasons come and go. “The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness.”  God is unfolding creation.  God’s designs 
are unfolding.  Our job is to be in sync with it.   

5. Paul:  Jesus is part of the genealogical tree the comes from the stump of Jesse!  So is Paul, and so are we by 
adoption into the “tree of life”.   

6. Matthew: Jesus coming among us through the lives of real human beings—Mary & Joseph—living in “small-
town” “blue-collar” culture:  Bethlehem-the City of David!  as “Emmanuel—God is with us” 

Love unites all the weeks of Advent.  “Love will be the bridge,” uniting all of creation.   
“God so loved the world, that….” John 3:16 
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