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DC Talk, Red Letters
Pages filled with a holy message     Sealed with a kiss from heaven    On a scroll long ago

Phrases, words that were bound together     Now have the power to sever   

Like a sword evermore      Heed the words divinely spoken   

May your restless heart be broken   Let the supernatural take hold     

There is love in the red letters    There is truth in the red letters  

There is hope for the hopeless Peace and forgiveness   There is life in the red letters      

In the red letters

One man came to reveal a mystery    Changing the course of history    

Made the claim he was God Ageless, born of a virgin Mary     

Spoke with a voice that carried through the years     

It's persevered   Heed the words divinely spoken   May your restless heart be broken  

Let the supernatural take hold   There is love in the red letters

There is…



Red Letters?

Early 1900’s

Louis Klopsch



The Jesus Seminar

Voting about what Jesus actually said in the Gospels

3 - Jesus did say the passage quoted, or something very much like it; 

2 - Jesus probably said something like the passage; 

1 - Jesus did not say the passage, but it contains Jesus' ideas; 

0 - Jesus did not say the passage.



Bible 101



Old Testament

46 books, Catholic
39 books, Protestant and Jewish  

“Apocrypha”
Tobit, Judith, 1&2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach 
(Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and parts of Esther and 
Daniel.

Why the difference (seven) in books?



Old Testament

Around 200 BC, Ptolemy the successor of Alexander the Great, desiring 
to have a collection of all the world's books, commissioned seventy 
Jewish scholars in Egypt to come up with a standard canon of Jewish 
scripture. The result was 46 books in Greek, including 7 books that 
originated in Greek.

In the time of Jesus these 46 books were still the canon of Jewish 
scripture and had been translated from Greek to Aramaic. (some 
variations;  Sadducees and Samaritans only Torah, Essenes another list )



Old Testament

After the Roman destruction of the temple in 70 AD, Jewish scholars 
rewrote and restructured the Jewish scripture to exclude Christian 
references(?) and to books that were originally written in Hebrew.

Luther and other Protestants returned to the Hebrew canon away from 
the canon of the Catholic Church.



Old Testament

Jewish Tradition breaks the Old Testament into 3 divisions:
The Law, “Torah”  first 5 books (Primary focus of Jews today)
The Prophets
The Writings

Jewish worship includes Psalms and secondary readings, but the focus is 
always on the Torah. Much like our focus in Mass on the Gospel reading.



Old Testament

Christian tradition breaks the Old Testament into 4 divisions:
Pentateuch (“Torah”)
      Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
Historical Books (not history books!!!)

Joshua, Judges, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Ruth, Esther, Judith, Tobit, Baruch, 1&2 Maccabees

Wisdom Books
       Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Sirach, Wisdom
Prophetic Books
      Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel

Minor Prophets:  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah



New Testament

27 Books (Catholic and Protestant)

Gospels 50-100 AD   Mark, Matthew, Luke, John
Acts 70-80AD (Luke)
New Testament Letters 

Paul 40-60 AD: Romans, Corinthians(2), Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians(2), Timothy(2), Titus, Philemon
?: Hebrews
?: Catholic Letters (Epistles) 70-150 AD  James, Peter(2), John(3), Jude, 
?: Revelation 100-120 AD



New Testament

All written in Greek (“koine” commoner or popular Greek of the first 
century, not classic or scholarly), 

Some debate that Matthew may have been written in Hebrew or Aramaic

“Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own 
dialect” (Irenaeus, Against Heresies 3:1:1, 180AD)       Translation?

The earliest manuscripts we have of any of the books of the New Testament 
are in Greek, yet not a single manuscript is an original. They're all copies.



New Testament

Oldest N.T. scrolls are from 200 A.D. and are preserved in the monastery of 
St Catherine in the Sinai Desert.



Old Testament

Oldest O.T.  scrolls (dead sea scrolls, mostly fragments) are from 150 B.C. to 
60 A.D.    (Isaiah scroll)



Canon of Scripture?

Canon decided 397 AD, council of Carthage

Final dogmatic articulations of the canons were made at the Council of 
Trent of 1546 

Before Carthage many books where in and out of the Canon (1&2 Clement, 
Letters/Epistles James, John and Peter)

“we now await no further new public revelation before the glorious 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ”   (Dei Verbum)



How Was the Bible Written

“God’s word” has been “brought to you by a crew of romantic idealists in a 
harsh desert culture eons ago, followed by a chain of translation two 
thousand years long… Darling, did you think God wrote it all down in the 
English of King James himself?” 

Brother Fowles, Poisonwood Bible



How Was the Bible Written

The bible is oral tradition (stories) that were finally written.

Some about 1000 BC but  most Old Testament ~600-500 BC

The first book of the Bible, Genesis, is not the Bible’s oldest book. 
Genesis’ two accounts of creation were compiled in their present form as 
late as 500 BC. During this period, the Jews were likely in exile in 
Babylon, where they were exposed to multiple creation stories. (Rohr)



How Was the Bible Written

Babylonian Enuma Elish. It describes creation happening after a battle 
between two gods.

Exiled Jews decided to write down their own oral tradition, surely to stay 
cohesive as a tribe among all the competing influences from Babylonians 
and others.

God—who is “Creator” in verse 1, “Spirit” in verse 2, and “Word” in verse 
3 (foretastes of what we would eventually call Trinity)—creates from an 
overflowing abundance of love, joy, and creativity.    (Rohr)



Bible Translations

Literal, Paraphrase, or Combination (Dynamic Equivalence)

Literal does a word for word translation of the Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic 
to the target language. Can be very clumsy (RSV, NRSV)

Paraphrase tries to capture the author's meaning in rephrase it in the 
target language. Theological leanings can creep in. (Good News, TLB)

Some translations like the NAB and NIV try to be as literal in their 
translation as possible, but will paraphrase if the translation gets too 
clumsy. (Dynamic Equivalence)



Bible Translations



Which Bible to Get/Use?

New American Bible (Revised 2011)     (What you hear at Mass)

New Jerusalem Bible    (Very readable, French origin)

New Revised Standard Version  (If you want to dig into bible study)

New International Version (If you will be in non denominational studies)

Good News Bible (uses very simple language, clear)

** Make sure to get bibles with commentary (study edition)



How Accurate are Bible Translations?

Modern scripture study has eliminated many errors. 

Multiple scrolls over many years, look for transcribing errors.

Pieces of scrolls

Linguistics understanding

Understanding of social and historical context

Any translation will still stray from the original!!!



Catholics Read the Bible?



Catholics Read the Bible?

"The sacred synod also earnestly and especially urges all the Christian 
faithful, to learn by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures the excellent 
knowledge of Jesus Christ". 

"For ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ."  St. Jerome

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation “Dei Verbum” (November 
18, 1965)



Break Time!!!!



How Does the Catholic Church Interpret 
Scripture?

Composition of book (Authors, mixing of stories)

Literary type

Literal interpretation

Take scripture as a whole

Social and historical context

Intended audience (Luke vs Matthew)



How Does the Catholic Church Interpret 
Scripture?

“To search out the intention of the sacred writers, attention should be 
given, among other things, to "literary forms." … variously historical, 
prophetic, poetic, or of other forms of discourse. The interpreter must 
investigate what meaning the sacred writer intended to express and 
actually expressed in particular circumstances by using contemporary 
literary forms in accordance with the situation of his own time and 
culture. ... due attention must be paid to the customary and characteristic 
styles of feeling, speaking and narrating which prevailed at the time of the 
sacred writer, and to the patterns people normally employed at that 
period in their everyday dealings with one another.”  (Dei Verbum)



How Does the Catholic Church Interpret 
Scripture?

“Attention must be given to the literary forms of the various biblical 
books in order to determine the intention of the sacred writers. And it is 
most helpful, at times crucial, to be aware of the personal situation of the 
biblical writer, of the circumstances of culture, time, language, etc., which 
influenced the way the message was presented…. In this way, it is possible 
to avoid a narrow fundamentalism which distorts the whole truth.”

- Pope John Paul II,
1986



Who wrote the bible?

God the Holy Spirit is the principal author of Scripture, while the human 
writers are the instrumental authors.

God did not physically guide the hand of the author. The authors freely 
wrote using their human talents and understanding

Scripture is divinely inspired



Who wrote the bible?

The bible is a collection of books written by different authors.

Oral tradition handed down generation to generation, written down 
many years later and modified/combined over the years

Many books of the bible are a combination of multiple sources:

Genesis Creation: Priestly, Yahwist

Isaiah: Proto-Isaiah(1-39), Deutero-Isaiah(40-55), 
Trito-Isaiah(56-66)

Matthew and Luke: Derive from Mark and “Q” ?
(German: Quelle, meaning "source")



Who wrote the bible?

Add on to the Gospel of Mark 16:15  (Mark 16:8 is considered the original 
end)    Reading for The Ascension of the Lord

Jesus said to his disciples: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the 
gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved;
whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany 
those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak 
new languages. They will pick up serpents with their hands, and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the 
sick, and they will recover.”



Literary Type

Satire:  Job

Historical (salvation history):  1&2 Kings, 1&2 Samuel , Acts ... 

Fiction: Tobit, Ruth, Jonah

Gospel: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (really the whole bible)

… (prophetic, apocalyptic, prayers, genealogies, poetry, letters (Paul’s 
dictation), short stories, love songs)



Literal versus Literalist Interpretation

Literal = We look for the meaning the author intended to convey

Literalist = We take the words on the page as is

Suppose 2000 years from now people at looking at a weather report from 
our time and it says that yesterday it was “Raining Cats and Dogs”



Literalist Interpretation



Literal Interpretation (Catholic)



Take Scripture as a Whole

Cannot ignore the Old Testament (Dei Verbum)

“The plan of salvation foretold by the sacred authors, recounted and 
explained by them, is found as the true word of God in the books of the 
Old Testament … the plan of the old covenant was directed was to 
prepare for the coming of Christ, the redeemer of all and of the messianic 
kingdom, to announce this coming by prophecy”

“God, the inspirer and author of both Testaments, wisely arranged that 
the New Testament be hidden in the Old and the Old be made manifest in 
the New.”



Take Scripture as a Whole



Take Scripture as a Whole

The sum is greater than the parts. Read the Bible in context. What 
happens before and after – even in other books – helps us to understand 
the true meaning of the text.

** Daily reading gaps (King David bringing the Arc of the Covenant to 
Jerusalem)



Take Scripture as a Whole

Then David, girt with a linen apron,  came dancing before the LORD with 
abandon,  as he and all the house of Israel were bringing up the ark of the 
LORD with shouts of joy and to the sound of the horn.

The ark of the LORD was brought in and set in its place...

As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal, daughter 
of Saul, looked down from her window, and when she saw King David 
jumping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.



Take Scripture as a Whole

Do not proof text (take scripture in isolation)

“Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord.”  
Ephesians 5:22



Take Scripture as a Whole

Do not proof text (take scripture in isolation)

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed 
himself over for her”  Ephesians 5:25

“This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church. 
In any case, each one of you should love his wife as himself, and the wife 
should respect her husband.”   Ephesians 5:33-34



Social and Historical Context

“Should anyone press you into service for one mile,* go with him for two 
miles.” Mt 5:41

* Roman garrisons in Palestine had the right to requisition the property 
and services of the native population. (NAB Footnote)

Only for 1 mile (1000 paces)...     (Simon of Cyrene)



Social and Historical Context

Carrying the pack a second mile was an infraction of military code. 
Historical documents show that Roman Soldiers were incurring penalties 
for pressing citizens into lengthy service (> 1 mile, 1000 paces)

Shame/Honor: by offering to go beyond the legal limit the civilian was 
making the soldier retract his demand and restoring the person’s honor.

Some say it was a way of Jesus telling his followers how to do non violent 
protest



Social and Historical Context

God put Abraham to the test.
He called to him, "Abraham!"
"Here I am!" he replied.
Then God said:
"Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah.
There you shall offer him up as a holocaust 
on a height that I will point out to you."    Genesis 22:1-2



Social and Historical Context

Human sacrifice very common

How old was Isaac?

Abraham has a good history interpreting God’s will 

God desires our obedience, does not want human sacrifice, and Jesus is 
prefigured in the Ram



Social and Historical Context

“Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at 
the well. It was about noon. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” His disciples had gone into the town 
to buy food.”  John 4:6-8



Social and Historical Context

Samaritans - Jews

Women - Men

Outcast - Disciple

Radical nature of Jesus in his time (and ours), the crossing of boundaries 
(religious, social, sexist)



Intended Audience

Matthew - Jewish Christians

Luke - Gentile

Paul - Small Christian communities

Jeremiah - Exiled Jews

Revelation - Persecuted Christians





Is The Bible An Answer Book?



Is The Bible An Answer Book?

Yes and No

Yes - Continued reading and prayer with 
scripture will conform your heart and mind to 
the will of God

No - Just opening the bible to a page and using 
the first passage that comes to your eyes could 
be dangerous.



Parting Thoughts

“I discovered the marvelous wealth of the Bible from reading by myself, 
not through courses in school.” - Fr. Raymond Brown

“But to a great extent we have the ability to improve the character of 
our thoughts. We can allow either holy and spiritual thoughts or worldly 
one to grow up in our hearts. For this purpose frequently reading 
scripture and meditating on it will give us opportunities for spiritual 
recollection”   - St. John Cassian
 



Parting Thoughts

Use the daily readings and reflections

If you want to read whole books of the bible start with the Gospels, 
Acts, NT, then move to the OT

Read scripture daily, at first it will be a bit confusing and disjoint, but 
after a while the pieces will come together.

You will also start to think about everyday events in bible terms.
 



Parting Thoughts

 



Parting Thoughts

 
“As we learn to read spiritually about spiritual things, we open our 
hearts to God’s voice. Discernment requires not only reading with the 
heart but being willing to put down the book we are reading to just 
listen to what God is saying to us through its words.” Henri Nouwen

““What of God is being revealed in this book or in this experience?” we 
are led to new insight and to ways of saying yes to God’s direction in our 
lives.”     Nouwen reflecting on Thomas Merton



Parting Thoughts

 
Like a cow chewing cud



Fini

 
Handout

Questions?


