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September 20, 2015 

 

“We have a problem in this country.  It’s called Muslims.”  That’s what the man at the Donald Trump rally in New 
Hampshire said this week.  “You know our current president is one.  You know he’s not even an American.”  
“That’s my question,” he continued, “When can we get rid of them?”  There’s been a firestorm in the media 
about what Mr. Trump should or should not have said in response to the hatred and blatant racism.  A homily 
isn’t the place to answer that question, and the gospel is not about supporting or criticizing particular politicians 
or parties, at least not as Catholics understand the gospel.  But it certainly is about calling out evil, and naming it 
for what it is, and saying a resounding “No” when it seeks a place in a discussion about the value of human 
beings.  And the fact that nobody knows much about whoever the man was who made the comments makes it a 
perfect moment to leave him out of it and simply to focus on what he said.  And here again is what he said:  
“When can we get rid of them?”  That is a purely evil statement.  And without debating about what Donald 
Trump should have done about it, we can all ask ourselves what we should do about it.  The hard edge of the 
gospel requires that we ask that question, in fact.  In this particular instance it may be relatively easy to dismiss 
this guy because he appears to be ignorant of some facts about President Obama, who is neither Muslim nor a 
foreigner.  But evil is even more insidious and effective when it presents itself as charming and sophisticated and 
respectable—even arrogant about what it presumes to know about other people.   

And at the very least we may be certain that wherever the proposed solution to a problem involves “getting rid 
of them,” we are having to do with sin and evil.  No matter who the “them” is.  And this can get very specific and 
personal and immediate.  In Jesus’ day the “them” were prostitutes, tax collectors, Pharisees or Sadducees 
(depending on your politics), children, women, lepers, pagans, Samaritans, eunuchs, the chronically ill, and so 
on.  Today the “thems” are both similar and different: children, foreigners, sexual minorities, and the chronically 
ill still make the lists sometimes.    But now we can also add the mentally ill, the so-called illegal alien, the 
welfare recipient, the “not-good-enough-Catholic,” and of course, the Muslim.  When can we get rid of them?  
With that question we have the arrival of evil.   

It is noteworthy that throughout his ministry on earth Jesus encountered all manner of manifestations of evil.  
And he was absolutely direct and immediate in identifying and subduing it.    But he never sent any people away.  
He never ordered a human being to leave his presence or his community.  Evil spirits? Yes.  Demons?  Yes.  False 
accusations and bogus religious claims?  Yes.  But never people.  They were never to be “gotten rid of,” because 
people are never the enemy of the gospel.  Sometimes people chose to walk away from Jesus, but Jesus never 
walked away from them.  The same is true today.   

But at the same time, if Jesus never sent people away, he also did not decline from naming some of their speech 
and some of their behavior as evil and contrary to his gospel.  He called people “hypocrites,” and objects of woe.  
In his parables he called people “foolish,” and “unfaithful,” and just last week he called his friend Peter, “Satan.”  
People hate it when the evil in them is named, and challenged, and exposed to the light.  And their typical 
reaction to that is not to admit it, and repent, and apologize, and change.  It is instead to find fault with the one 
who calls them out on it.  And that is why being faithful to this gospel can be so demanding and so difficult.  It 
doesn’t simply advise us in general to do good and avoid evil.  There’s nothing very risky or interesting or even 
very necessary about that sort of responsibility.  Instead, this gospel obliges us to say that this particular 
expression of selfishness is wrong, and this particular solution to a problem is anti-gospel, and that when we 
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hear it or experience it we are bound to resist it.  And the words, “When can we get rid of them?” are always evil 
words, when they refer to human beings.   

That’s why people hated Jesus.  And that’s why people who are true to Jesus even today can expect to be hated 
too.  The Book of Wisdom—today’s first reading—says it very plainly when it places on the lips of the “wicked” 
these words:  “Let us beset the just one because he is obnoxious to us. He sets himself against our doings.”  You 
bet he does.  Not against evil in general.  And not against you.  But against the very specific commitments and 
rhetoric and activities in which you engage, when they are sinful.  Nobody likes a goody-goody.  That’s because 
we are most often convicted by the judgement of the goody-goody.  And it’s easier to take down the character 
of such a person than to have to admit that he or she is right in convicting us.  They are very agonizingly specific.   

The summons of Christian discipleship is the summons to honesty and truth-telling.  It is decidedly not a 
summons to silence in the face of evil.  And that is exactly why those whom Sacred Scripture calls the “wicked 
one” are required to persecute the just one, and it’s why it can often bring suffering when a Christian is faithful 
to the call.  This coming week a strong and courageous Christian prophet is coming to our country, and he will be 
doing some very specific truth telling to many of us who would prefer to be silent.  Pope Francis will not be 
preaching a gospel other than the one we already know very well, but he will surely be calling out some of the 
very specific and sinful shortcomings in our American response to and responsibility for that gospel.  Will we 
hate him for that?  Probably not.  Will we ignore him for that?  That’s quite a bit more possible.  Will some of us 
simply “wait until we can get rid of him?”  That seems so harsh, and it probably won’t be spoken out loud, but 
it’s quite likely.  Because this is a pope who will remind us of all those others who must never be gotten rid of: 
the aged, the unborn, the Muslims, the refugees, as well as the fragile health of our planet.  Any human problem 
that is imagined to be solve-able by getting rid of other living creatures is a problem that we have 
misunderstood and a solution that is evil.  It’s difficult being a Christian sometimes, and more difficult still to say 
so out loud. 

 

 


