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Do you think Jesus ever dated girls when he was a teenager or a young man?  Do you think he flirted sometimes, 
or tried to be a little extra charming around the women that he especially enjoyed or wanted to impress?  I hope 
so.  There’s no sin in that, and it would seem that if he was a normal guy who was a mostly normal guy who was 
coming of age and trying to figure out what direction in life to take he would at some point have had to wrestle 
with the question of marriage and all its possibilities, and risks and rewards.  And it’s really not possible to do 
that in a purely abstract and theoretical way (even though some theologians and religion teachers occasionally 
speak as if it were otherwise.)  At some point in that discernment process you actually have to engage a person 
of the opposite sex and to allow that exposure to shape your next choices about intimate partnership.  There is 
often risk in doing that, and sometimes awkwardness, and sometimes disappointment, but that’s where 
discovery happens—about who you are, what your passions and priorities are directed toward, and how clearly 
you have understood your own motives and God’s will for your future.  And that can only be good, even though 
it demands maturity, prayer and patient work. 

In fact we have no recorded memory, either in the bible or anywhere else, about how Jesus behaved and 
thought as he moved through adolescence and his teenage years.  Which makes it at least a valid question: how 
did Jesus come to his own decisions about romance, marriage, and parenting?  What we do know from the 
record is that as an adult he had an ease with himself around women, he loved children very much, but he had 
also discerned that neither marriage nor parenthood was meant for his own life…even though that would have 
been considered rather odd in his Jewish world, especially since he was not from any family of rabbis or 
preachers.  And what we also know from the record—most specifically on appeal to today’s Sacred Scripture 
readings—is that Jesus held some very firm and considered opinions about both the integrity of marriage and 
the duties of parenting…opinions that were solidly rooted in religious faith.  In fact these convictions were so 
firmly held that they were heard as shocking to his audience when he first spoke them, and they are just as 
jolting to us still when we hear them in the gospel today.   

But they must also have been rooted in his experience as a young man of this earth, who actually knew what 
romance felt like and what it could promise and what it had to demand.  His teachings on the subject could not 
have been the simple recitation of marriage and family law, uttered by one who had no heart or understanding 
for how delightful and dangerous these things can be.  We know that because of his reactions in today’s gospel 
encounters when some of the people around him tried to address questions of marriage and divorce with 
simple, arid recitations of Mosaic Law.   

Interestingly, Jesus asked those who were trying to test him on this topic, “What did Moses command you?”  
But as Jesus surely knew, Moses never commanded anything about marriage and divorce.  He didn’t need to.  
He merely allowed for certain remedies when things went badly with marriages, because of human weakness.  
Because those who seek to find the meaning of marriage and parenting should not be looking mostly at law 
books, and statutes and commandments, because those things are all created and enforced by human beings.  
Jesus appeals to something far more basic and ancient than even the directions Moses gave.  If we want to 
understand the sacredness of marriage and family, he tells us, then look to the way we were made at the very 
beginning—before there was any law, before there was sin in this world, before Moses, before Noah, before 
Cain and Abel.  Go back to the first verse of the first book of biblical history, to the intentions of God in Genesis, 
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Chapters 1-2.  Look to what the Creator God put into the heart of every person who was made in His image and 
likeness.  Instincts like, “it is not good to be alone,” and “Only human love can satisfy the desires partnership and 
intimacy that we crave,” and “Once a man and a woman promise to enter a covenant of love for life then if 
anything other than that ends up happening—for whatever reason—it is simply tragic, and sad and worthy of 
grieving over.  None of that has much to do with any law.  It is the way of the heart, and the way of faith.  So 
when in today’s gospel Jesus says that “What God has joined together no human being must separate,” he is not 
primarily issuing threats or legislation or penalties.  He is saying something far more basic: Namely, God gets to 
decide what is holy and worthy of our honor, not we.  And God has determined that marriage is a sacred image 
of God’s very own love for us all (what we Catholics like to call a Sacrament).  So that when promised 
partnerships fall apart, or family life disintegrates, the proper response to all that is regret, and repentance, and 
attempts at forgiveness—of self, of spouses, of children.  It is not something to be merely gotten over, or moved 
on from, or minimized as if it were something unimportant.  And if a person decides for any reason not to marry 
or parent—as Jesus himself seems to have done—then that too must be a decision that is firmly rooted in God’s 
perceived desire for us.  And that sort of insight and wisdom can only come from being tested—which is why I 
hope that Jesus dated girls for a while, and I hope he didn’t merely operate from a human philosophy about 
what marriage has to mean or from a law that he found in a book or a courthouse somewhere.  I hope he 
attended to the heart that God planted within him, as we all should.  I’m pretty sure he did. 

We live in a moment in history right now in which any discussion about marriage and family life can be 
immediately politicized, and militarized and dragged into service in culture wars.  And it can also be trivialized 
into a matter law, and statute and merely human judgement, whether by the church courts or by the 
government ones.  But family life is bigger, and more fundamental and more God-centered than any of that.  
That is why those among us who been so richly and rarely blessed with lifelong holy unions are so necessary for 
the encouragement of the rest of us. We need out living sacraments in order to keep us deeply grounded in the 
truth of who we are and how we were made to be together.  With gratitude we will bless, and thank, and honor 
and re-commission those holy souls at the conclusion of our liturgy today.  They recall for us every day that we 
mere mortals don’t get to determine the things that only God can establish in the depths of our created being.  
At most we can discover, and celebrated and rededicate ourselves to those things.  We can lament when we 
stray from them, but we don’t get to reinvent them.  And we can rejoice when sometimes even the effects of sin 
and weakness cannot obscure or diminish them. 


