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December 06, 2015 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

I don’t know about you, but one important person whom I have never heard receive any credit for the Second 
Vatican Council is Dwight D. Eisenhower.  But it was “on his watch” that the Council was conceived and 
preparations for it began to be made.  And nobody has ever given credit to any of the following people either:  
Nikita Khrushchev, Mao Zedong, Charles de Gaulle, Francisco Franco, David Ben-Gurion, or Queen Elizabeth.  Yet 
all of them were gloriously reigning over their respective states and kingdoms when Vatican II was summoned 
into being and the Holy Spirit was experienced to be doing something powerful and new and important in the 
life of the Christian church in 1960.  So why aren’t these people, and many others like them, celebrated as the 
heroes of an historic moment?  Well, the reason is obvious, they had nothing to do with it.  They were merely 
the accidental politicians who happened to be occupying the seats of temporal power at the time.  To put it 
bluntly, they didn’t matter.  Their names could have been replaced by any others and the significance of Vatican II 
would have not been altered one bit.   

But I’m sure that there would have been gasps of astonishment at the time to hear that these world leaders 
were of not much consequence, because they certainly seemed to be the shapers of the future of the Western 
World.  It was they to whom all peoples and nations looked for wisdom and in whom they invested their hope 
and trust.  But that’s true only if politics is where our salvation comes from.  Certainly politics and government is 
important for many things—and so are the politicians.  But for the things of God, not so much.   

And here is a preliminary caution for the upcoming election year in our country:  we Americans forget that 
distinction fairly often.  We collapse mere political ambitions into some imagined intention or providence of 
Almighty God.  We raise the party platforms of one or another party or candidate into some sort of referendum 
on divine authority or the voice of Jesus.  That’s a misguided project, no matter who or what the politics may be.  
And I think that same sentiment may have been behind St. Luke’s description of the situation in Palestine in the 
time leading up to the first public appearance of the Lord.  It is our gospel reading today.  Luke takes care to 
identify a lot of supposedly important political officials who were making their influence felt…Tiberius Caesar in 
Rome, Pontius Pilate in Judea, Herod in Galilee, Philip in the neighboring regions, and Annas in the Jerusalem 
Temple Chancery.  And then, just as quickly, he ignores them all.  They are introduced only in order to set a time 
frame within which the real work of God was beginning to unfold, specifically in John the Baptist—who held no 
authority at all—other than the authority of his message in preaching.  John is the recognized governor of 
nobody and nowhere.  None of those politicians would ever have heard of him.  And he was doing his work in 
the region of the Jordan, which is not Rome, nor Galilee, nor Jerusalem, nor part of any place that mattered very 
much.  The place where John the Baptist was proclaiming and baptizing was then, and is now, a wasteland in the 
desert.  The only reason to have paid any attention to his message would have been then—and now—because it 
was the searing, burning, exposing, convicting, enticing voice of God Himself who cried out, “Repent!  Prepare!  
Turn Around!”  There’s no coercive force or threat attached to that message.  Just the bare truth of it.  It’s a 
message with unavoidable political fallout and effects, but it doesn’t come from any politician, and it will not be 
hijacked or captured by any politician—no matter how hard some may try for that or pretend otherwise.   

So what is the “that” for which we need to repent?  What is the “it” for which we must prepare?  What is the 
“what” from which we must turn away?  The answer to all three questions is the same:  Installing Jesus Christ, 
and not ourselves, as the source of our salvation and the reason for our hope.  Our summons is to repent of self-
reliance, which can only lead to anxiety and despair when it fails us.  To prepare for the revelation of God—and 
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not we, and certainly not our public officials—as the source of lasting security.  To carve out a space in our public 
life, our family life, and our personal life where Jesus Christ is allowed to utter an alternative path to our 
happiness and enduring peace, one that is not only the fruit of all of the supposedly important world leaders, 
but that stuns them into silence.  Can you imagine such a thing?  That’s how radical is our Advent hope 
supposed to be. 

 

 


