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April 03, 2016 
Second Sunday of Easter 
 
“The video is inconclusive.”  Unless you live under a rock you are surely aware of the extreme tension and 
emotion that has filled the local news this past week over the decision of the Hennepin County Attorney not to 
file charges against two Minneapolis police officers for fatally shooting an unarmed black man during an arrest.  
That tragedy happened months ago and it has been festering as an open wound here in the Twin Cities and 
beyond.  It’s been the cause of demonstrations, occupations, hate crimes and shootings, and it seems that just 
about everyone on all sides has a passionate opinion to share about who actually did and said what on that sad 
night, and why.  The only problem is, almost none of us was there to witness it.  The few people who were there 
are telling stories that seem to contradict each other.  So it was a hopeful bit of news to learn that a video tape 
exists which recorded the whole thing, and for months now the demand from many people and groups has been 
to make that video public so that we could all decide for ourselves based on what we can see with our own eyes.  
But as it turns out, the reports were correct, and the video was inconclusive.  Even after a careful analysis and 
explanation of the same images, people can’t agree about what’s there, what they are actually looking at, what 
are the “facts” of the case.  It seems that there are precious few “facts” to be known about anything that took 
place on the streets of North Minneapolis last fall.  There is only the evidence, and somebody’s interpretation of 
what it is supposed to mean.  And even though some people have studied that evidence more carefully and 
more openly than others, and even though some people believe that they are speaking of facts when they are 
really speaking of educated guesses, all we really have is the evidence.  The video is inconclusive. 

And all of this is very much like the Easter accounts of the Lord’s resurrection, although obviously far more 
tragic.  All we have to go on with respect to Jesus’ resurrection are the witnesses, the evidence, and those who 
presume to interpret what it means.  That’s it.  There wasn’t any video.  And in fact it’s even more complicated 
in the case of Easter because there weren’t any witnesses, either.  And the only piece of undisputed evidence, 
the only hard “fact” about it, is that there was an empty tomb on Sunday morning in the very place where they 
had lain Jesus’ dead body on Friday afternoon.  So what happened over the weekend? 

The rest of the story—this almost too good to be believed story—depends on how people evaluate the 
judgments and conclusions of those people who presume to know something about it.  In the case of the 
Minneapolis shooting there are absolute claims being made by the police union as to how it all happened, and 
there are equal and opposite claims being made by groups like Black Lives Matter.  And there are other claims 
being made by the County Attorney.  And in all instances, the final judgment to be made by people like the rest 
of us depends upon who’s saying it.  We weren’t there.  The video is inconclusive.  And the equally important 
judgment to be made by the rest of us is what we are resolved to do because of what we have come to believe.  
Once again it is all very, very much like Easter.   

On that first Easter morning, nobody among the apostles believed the report of those who had been to Jesus’ 
tomb because it was incredible, and because those carrying the message were all women, in a culture where no 
woman’s testimony was considered trustworthy.  For the same reason, there are those today who won’t believe 
a cop’s version of the Minneapolis story just because they are cops, with a presumed bias.  And others won’t 
believe Black Lives Matter just because they seem like troublemakers, with a presumed bias. 
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And yet again in today’s gospel of John, we have a report of a resurrection story, without video footage.  
Specifically, the risen Lord appeared to the ten, locked and scared in the Upper Room, missing Thomas for some 
reason.  They all see him and believe.  And then they try to convince their absent friend about it, but Thomas 
won’t believe them.  It’s fascinating, really, to wonder why not.  The only evidence is the testimony of all the rest 
of them, and they are unanimous in what they say.  But Thomas is not persuaded by that.  Why?  It could be 
because he knows them all a little too well, knows their capacity for making mistakes and wrong judgments.  But 
perhaps it is also because it’s not yet Thomas’ own experience, his own personal encounter with such grace.  
That’s easy enough to understand.  For the same reason that many black citizens of North Minneapolis do not 
believe they’ve been treated fairly by the police in the past, why should they trust now?  It’s not yet their story.  
Or for the same reason that many citizens—like me—do not believe they’ve ever been singled out for anything 
because of their skin tone, by the police or anybody else, why should I doubt that in this case.  This too is not yet 
my story. 

Once it became Thomas’ story—once he too had encountered the risen one face-to-face—then he was prepared 
to believe and to worship. 

We Christians are the ones profess today to believe the claims of Easter to be true, in spite of the absence of 
video footage, and in fact, in spite of a whole lot of contrary evidence sometimes.  We say it’s all true!  Why? 
Perhaps it’s on the testimony of a crowd of holy Christian ancestors whom we believe we can trust, people like 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  People like Sts. Peter, and Paul, and Francis of Assisi, and Therese of Lisieux, 
and John XXIII, and John Paul II.  Or Mother Theresa.  Or perhaps that crowd includes our parents, our children, 
the people of our parish, our friends and mentors and teachers in faith, many of whom are with us still.  Maybe 
it’s Pope Francis.  That’s a good start, and Jesus in the gospel today praises such a willingness to trust such 
imperfect human beings who can still be reliable testifiers to the truth of their resurrection encounters.  
“Blessed are they who have not seen,” he says, “and yet believe on the testimony of the Christian community.”  
Yet neither does Jesus criticize Thomas for his own need to have this become his Easter encounter, too.  In fact, 
in response to Thomas’ demands, Jesus offers everything that was asked for, “Behold my hands and my side.  
Put your fingers there if that’s what you need to do.” 

And as we Easter people go forth from our worship here to our witness in the world—to our neighborhoods, and 
fellow citizens, and employees, and schoolmates, the challenge is the same: i.e., our testimony will be just as 
persuasive and believable as we have given our hearers reason to trust us up to now, because of the way we live 
every day.  Nobody is going to believe in a gospel of forgiveness that is proclaimed by people and communities 
that do not themselves forgive others.  Nor will they believe in a God of mercy that in announced by followers 
who are cruel and vengeful and angry.  So there is our Easter mission—to be worthy messengers of the gospel 
we carry forth. 

There is no video proof that anything we say about Easter is true.  So we had better be pretty convincing about 
it. 

 

 


