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September 18, 2016 

On Saturday afternoon (today) in Big Lake, Minnesota our parish business administrator, Mike Lentz, is getting 
married.   I can’t be there because I have to be here.  Later in the evening is the reception.  I can’t be there 
either because I promised to attend a reunion dinner in Edina for the group that I led on our trip to the Holy 
Land several months ago.  That dinner had already been rescheduled twice because it involves coordinating the 
plans of more than 20 people, including a couple travelling in from Sioux Falls, South Dakota.   

This is a frustratingly frequent set of circumstances in my life.  A week ago today I had hoped and planned to 
take my annual half-a-weekend off to go to a Wisconsin cabin with a group of my college buddies.  I had to 
cancel because we had a funeral here that day.  Next month I am probably going to have to back out of my other 
annual fall weekend away with my high school friends because of our wedding schedule here at St. Pascal’s.  
And even as I was preparing this homily on Saturday morning I received a scolding voicemail message from a 
person I’ve never met, for whose church I have agreed to give a talk next month.  She said they want to change 
the time of that event and that she’s found it hard to get a hold of me on my cell phone.  I have not yet returned 
the call, in part because the new proposed time will create a conflict for my schedule, and I’m not sure yet what 
to do.   

My colleague and priest friend, Fr. Michael Joncas, who knows these dilemmas far better than I do and who can 
be at least as sarcastic as I am, is often quoted for his once having said in frustration, “Let’s all just fill up Mike’s 
calendar until he dies!”   

I mention all these things not in order to be whiny or to solicit pity for poor me (although if you’d care to feel 
sorry for me, you are welcome to do so.)  Rather I mention it as an illustration of something important: My kind 
of ministerial work is somewhat unusual in that it presents me with a complex combination of structure and 
freedom almost every day.  These are things that I simply must do at the same time every day or every week, 
like presiding at Eucharist or attending a staff meeting or a committee meeting.  I have very little ability to 
change some of that, and when I do, people become disappointed and tell me so.   

At the same time, I have large freedom to determine what, when and how deeply I will be involved in other 
things, like school activities, requests for blessings or counseling, or visiting the sick, or responding to social 
invitations, or external boards and events, or deciding to take time off.  And because of that, I am in a nearly 
constant state of having to determine priorities.  Some things are simply more important and demanding of my 
concern and attention than others, and I am the one who is responsible for deciding which requests for my 
attention are absolute, which are negotiable, and which are able to be ignored.  And the same is true for every 
person here today, and for every Christian disciple.  And that’s really at the heart of this gospel from St. Luke 
today, the parable of the cheating steward which sounds so strange on first hearing it.   It seems as though, in 
the end, the rich boss is praising his newly fired steward for being dishonest.  But what is really being praised 
here is the steward’s recognizing what is at stake in making certain decisions and establishing certain priorities in 
his life.  Some choices reap immediate rewards but ultimately aren’t very wise.  Other choices result in the 
opposite.  And some choices have consequences for eternity.  This cheating steward may not have been a very 
noble soul, but he was at least smart enough to contemplate the effects of his choices, both in the moment and 
down the road.   
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Think about it…he already knew he was going to lose his job anyway, so why not be clever about surviving—by 
doing nothing other than what he was already doing…cheating.  Even if his behavior is dishonorable, it’s being 
done for a considered reason, which is more than can be said of many people, including—often enough—me. 

The statement that Jesus makes in the midst of telling this parable is really very striking:  He says that, “The 
children of this world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.”  He 
is praising practical judgement as a complement to piety, and common sense as a partner of true faith.  Those 
two things don’t have to be strictly opposed to one another, but at various times and circumstances, they will 
need to be prioritized and subject to wise decision.   

It would have been a very good, charitable, kind decision for me to have joined most of our parish staff at Mike 
Lentz’s wedding on Saturday.  but it would have been the wrong one if it meant that we couldn’t gather for 
Eucharist here (now) or that I had to break a promise for later in the night for my pilgrimage friends.  Priorities.  
Priorities.  One wedding does not sustain us for the journey to the Kingdom in the way that a parish gathering on 
the weekend does.  I’d love to do everything for everybody, but I can’t.  None of us can.  Priorities.  Wisdom.  
Good Judgment.   

Let us pray for all of these as we worship today.  And let us never use religion or pious behavior as an excuse for 
overlooking the requirements of everyday common sense and compassion. 

If you wonder if that can happen, think of people you know—perhaps even yourself—who decide to hate people 
of other religions, or to ignore them, because of some alleged faith they have in Jesus Christ.  That is, on its face, 
contrary to both reason and scripture, and yet—as I learned this week—more than 80% of American Catholics 
regard Muslim people “unfavorably.” 

We’ve got work to do, and this gospel is a great encouragement to get on the task, not only for the very practical 
benefit of getting along charitably here and now, but also for the eternal reward that we seek from the God 
about whom St. Paul speaks to us today in the letter to Timothy—the one who “wills everyone to be saved.”  
That’s right: “everyone.”  And when you think about it, even on strictly Christian terms, that’s only common 
sense. 
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