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It is striking to me how frequently Jesus takes the trouble to point out who among his followers is a “foreigner” 
or an outsider, a gentile or a pagan.  At times he almost seems to take pleasure in picking them out of a crowd 
and making sure that everybody around is made aware of how much they don’t belong, and how they aren’t 
deserving of being there.  This isn’t the first time we’ve heard this from Luke’s gospel this year.  Recently, we 
heard of the widow from Sidon—a pagan—who begged Jesus to raise up her dead son—her only one.  And 
Jesus’ reply was to use an analogy about how dogs are not worthy of sitting at the table of the Chosen One.  
They don’t belong.   

He wanted everybody to know how undeserving of compassion was this semi-family.  And then he helped and 
healed them anyway—as he always did, and always does still.  And the real sting of this gospel is in recognizing 
that nobody among the so-called Chosen Ones seems to have picked up the message.  Quite to the contrary:  
They start to find Jesus offensive for eating and drinking with “sinners”—the ones who don’t belong.  Rather 
than allowing themselves to be challenged in their religious bigotry and arrogance, they begin to wonder 
whether Jesus may be simply unaware of whom he’s dealing with.  Maybe he’s just stupid or lax in his religious 
commitments.  Perhaps there is something wrong with him.  But could there be anything wrong with us?  Nah. 

But that’s exactly the point of it all!  Not that there’s something wrong with us, but that none of us is ever 
deserving enough of Jesus’ healing compassion, as the result of any religious decisions we’ve made, or as the 
result of the dumb luck to have been born and raised as Catholics.  We don’t deserve any of this.  So the minute 
we begin to find fault with others who don’t seem to deserve the benefits of God’s care, we’ve missed the whole 
picture. 

It was Jesus who reached out to those whom everybody knew didn’t deserve it—often especially to them, and 
for the very purpose of teaching us why the very idea of having to “earn” the love of God is a completely false 
one.  God created us in love.  That’s enough for God!  He wants to help us—all of us—not as a reward for good 
behavior or for having been smart enough to choose the right faith, but merely because we need the help.  Our 
only task is to be honest enough to know and admit that.   

Today many of us have the humble honor to know and admit that in public, in the safe surroundings of Christian 
community.  We are sick, we are weak, we are aged, we are addicted, we are anxious, we are depressed.   

And for those of us who are not there today, we ask for your help, your prayer, your understanding, and your 
welcome here, even when it feels vulnerable to us.  In a moment we will anoint in God’s name.  Let those who 
receive the oil be signs to us of the holy welcoming of mercy.  Let the rest of us be the holy, physical signs of 
care. 
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