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December 25, 2016 

It is amazing that God arranged it so that we human beings could react to Christmas in any way that we would 
choose.  And we have, over the centuries, chosen just about every possible way to react.  But God has always 
allowed that.   

Some of us simply ignored it.  Not by denying the birth of the Baby Jesus, but by living as if it didn’t much matter, 
that it didn’t change anything very much, and that God is not now deeply embedded within everything that is 
human.  

Some of us have said a quiet, “No thank you” to the Christmas event, because we have recognized that to take it 
seriously requires people (us) to change the way they live.  Now.  Today.  And sometimes the change has to be 
radical.  Many of us don’t want that.  Living justly and peaceably, welcoming aliens and strangers, forgiving those 
whom we fear or hate.  That’s very hard to do sometimes.  Responding to violence with nonviolence is difficult.  
And so we respond with, “No thanks.”  And God lets us do that. 

Some of us have responded to Christmas by changing the subject, living as though it has little to do with God or 
Jesus at all, and is instead mostly about Black Friday, and Cyber Monday, and retail merchandising trends.  There 
was no retail involved at the manger.  Only gifts.   

And some of us—even in churches—have turned this amazing outreach of God’s mercy and compassion into some 
sort of excuse for self-loathing and guilt—the need to remember how unworthy and sinful we all are.  That’s true, 
but it’s entirely NOT the point of Christmas.   

The point is that this is not a story primarily about us at all.  It’s the story about God, and the degree to which God 
is willing to humble himself, to become vulnerable before us…as a baby in a cow shed, just because we need Him 
here.  And then to permit us to respond to that lovely event in any way we choose.  Amazing.   

I know that I am mostly preaching to the choir here today, because all of us here gathered at St. Pascal’s have 
responded to Christmas with a different kind of activity.  Rather than ignoring it, or denying it, or rejecting it, or 
changing the subject, we have come here to say thank you for a love that is so total, and respectful of our freedom, 
that it’s hard to believe that it’s really Almighty God.  But it is.  A baby.  Our decision. 
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