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At the end of a week in which people filled with hatred deliberately ran over other people with their vehicles in 
order to kill them—not once but twice, it would be sinful for Christians not to call out and utterly reject racism 
as we gather in public for prayer.  White Supremacism is evil.  Period. Terrorism of any kind is evil.  Period.  It’s 
really not so hard to say it, and for Christians it is our duty to do so…even when others will not.  And it is 
providential that all our Sacred Scripture readings today speak directly to our responsibility to be universal in our 
care and compassion for human beings.  Rather surprisingly, our gospel today would seem to suggest that even 
Jesus himself had to learn that through his encounter with foreigners. 

The Canaanite woman who begged Jesus for help for her daughter was exactly that—a foreigner, and to the 
disciples she had no business being there (even though it was she who was in her home country that day and 
Jesus and the others were the “foreigners” in the region of Tyre and Sidon, which were not part of Israel, then or 
now.)  She changed Jesus’ mind by appealing to the most basic instincts of compassion, rather than to the false 
excuses of racial and religious differences.  

The Gospel does not tell us what was the reaction of the disciples to Jesus’ decision to praise this woman and to 
give her what she needed, but it’s easy to imagine that they were not pleased.  After all, they knew that God had 
sent his savior specifically for them—the Jews—and therefore to nobody else.  But what kind of God would lead 
people to think that others can be ignored or pushed away in their need because they are the wrong race?  
Jesus knew the will of his Father better than anyone, and so he must have come around to recognizing that 
rejection of the seekers—of any kind—is not the response of a true believer.  Any sort of racial or ethnic claim to 
“supremacism” is contrary to the Gospel, and must be named as such.  And this is not the last time that Jesus 
will insist on this, as when elsewhere he shows mercy on the Roman centurion, the Samaratin, and the woman 
at the well. 

It is easy to fear things we don’t completely understand—particularly people whose ways of life, and behavior, 
and worship are different from our own.  And it’s easy for that kind of fear to morph into hatred and even 
violence.  When it does, then fear has won out over the gospel.  We of all people cannot allow that to happen.  
And we can be very certain that beneath all the shouting and bravado in places like Charlottesville this week, 
and behind the horrors in Barcelona, is a ton of fear.  We hear it over and over again from Jesus in the Gospels:  
The great enemy to his mission is our caving in to human fear.  “Do not be afraid,” is his theme. 

And what Jesus showed his disciples in the encounter with the Canaanite woman is actually an ancient instinct in 
Israelite faith.  Our first reading today from Isaiah, which was written almost 600 years before Jesus, says 
something that his audience would have found equally startling and confusing: 

“The foreigners—the foreigners, who join themselves to the Lord, ministering to him, loving the 
name of the Lord, and becoming his servants—all who keep my holy covenant, them—them, I 
will bring to my holy mountain…for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

In other words, you can’t be a faithful Israelite while denying everybody else’s dignity, because that’s what being 
faithful means.  It is the same for us Christians.  

And St. Paul in today’s letter to the Romans insists on the same thing: This uniquely Jewish savior, Jesus, is 
everybody’s savior—including the gentiles.  (Us).  “God delivered all to disobedience,” he writes, “That he might 
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have mercy upon us all.”  That word “all” is unqualified.  It is not specific to any sub-group, like Palestinian Jews, 
or white people, or Christians.  All means all.  Like the Canaanite woman, too. 

This week, more than usual, we disciples have a heavy responsibility on our hands.  We are to be the 
communities of “no” to hatred, violence, racism and terror, not only here in church where it is relatively easier 
to act that way.  We also must be that voice of “no” among our friends and in places of work, or school, or 
recreation, all the places where small seeds of intolerance can be sown. 

Let us be extra attentive to the words of our Eucharistic prayer today, hearing especially the universal summons 
to love that is embedded in those prayers that we hear every week—maybe so often that we don’t think about 
it sometimes.  They invite us to create cells of “yes” to countermand our “no”.  Yes to compassion to all.  Yes to 
universal hospitality and dignity.  Yes to the true God. 

 

 


