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Maybe you have seen the TV commercial for Progressive Insurance, featuring their familiar spokeswoman, “Flo”.  
In this ad, Flo is accompanying a man through a heavily secured building while discussing the advantages of 
insurance.  They come to a closed door at the end of a sterile corridor, and Flo realizes that she has forgotten 
the password to the voice-activated security pad on the wall.  She goes through this list of words that she thinks 
might be the right ones, articulating them into the security pad and waiting for the door to open.  Nothing 
happens.  After a while, another young man walks past them and says, “Hi guys,” and pushes the door open to 
enter. Flo then explains that the password is “Hi Guys”. 

Well, no.  As is obvious, there is no password because the door was never locked in the first place.  If they had 
simply pushed on it, they’d have discovered that.  Of course, the commercial is meant to be funny, and it is.  But 
I thought of it after reading today’s gospel about Peter and his role as keeper of the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  This is a vitally important moment in the Gospel of Matthew, when Jesus finally accepts the explicit 
confession of Peter that he is the true Messiah.  But the conversation immediately turns to gate keeping and 
locking and unlocking and binding and loosing and keys.  The whole image is of closed doors, requiring some sort 
of privileged status or information to pass through.  And it speaks of the Church that way. 

And over the course of many centuries, popes have loved to invoke this gospel in defense of the privileges of the 
Church’s hierarchy in deciding who’s in and who’s out of this community—who has the right credentials and 
wisdom and who doesn’t.  These few verses, perhaps more than any others in the Bible, have been used as a 
justification for raw power to exclude, and condemn, and banish—supposedly in the name of Jesus, who never 
excluded anybody from his community.   

Clearly, then, this reading is an invitation for us to get it right.  What exactly is the meaning of the metaphorical 
Keys to the Kingdom that Peter now holds?  The meaning is not in the idea that Peter holds an office with a lot 
of political and military and legal power.  Peter never had any of that.  He died the death of a martyr because he 
didn’t have the means to defend himself against power.  Rather, what earned Peter the so-called “power of the 
keys” was the fact that his profession of faith was exactly right, in the midst of lots of people who couldn’t figure 
it out.  Peter was the one who said, “You are the Christ, the son of the living God” when all the others were 
saying he was Elijah, or John the Baptist, or Jeremiah.  Whatever power Peter had came from his recognizing 
who Jesus really was—and is.  And that’s no credit to his intelligence.  As Jesus said, it’s all a credit to God’s 
revelation. 

Again, over the course of centuries we Catholic Christians have sometimes done a good job of presenting our 
church to the world as a fortress, with closed doors and exclusionary rules, needing a key or a password to get 
in, or even to understand. 

And though it is true that our church does stand for some things and for others, and not everybody who claims 
to speak for “Jesus” actually does it accurately, our doors are open wide to any who would claim the same faith 
of Peter: “You are the Christ.”  The so-called “power of the keys” is not a weapon or a private treasure.  It’s a 
benchmark for what counts as truly Christian faith.   

The doors to the Kingdom are not locked, requiring a secret code to partake in.  The doors and the gates are 
open to any sincere seeker who would just push on the bar and walk in.  Maybe it’s a little silly to say it, but 
perhaps our community’s secret password should be, “Hi Guys.”  


