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February 11, 2018 

 

This past week I gave a talk at a parish in Wisconsin, and before the gathering I enjoyed a light supper with the 
staff that had invited me.  We got to talking about the state of the church these days.  One of them mentioned 
that the Catholic bishop in a neighboring diocese had recently ordered the removal of a sign that had been 
planted in the front yard of a parish church because it proclaimed a message that the bishop believes to be in 
error.  The sign said, “All Are Welcome.”  Let me say that again: The sign said, “All Are Welcome.”  It begs the 
question: So who isn’t welcome, and why?  The same thing happened here in the Twin Cities about five years 
ago, when another parish received the same order from the our then-Archbishop.  So who isn’t welcome, and 
why?  Somebody needs to name this for what it is:  scandalous, and utterly contrary to the gospel.  How do we 
know that?  Let us look no further than today’s Sacred Scripture. 

If anything is clear from our first reading from the Book of Leviticus, it is that one kind of person is not welcome 
in that religious community:  The Leper.  Not only unwelcome is he or she, but the Leper has to make a public 
spectacle of the disgrace of the illness, shouting out, altering his appearance, and living alone.  All for the alleged 
purpose of keeping every else pure, as God supposedly intends.  It’s all there spelled out in the Law of Moses.  It 
is quite specific and clear. 

And in today’s Gospel of Mark we learn that Jesus didn’t care about that, because the effects of that law were 
cruel and alienating and divisive, consigning some people to go through life all alone.  That is the one thing that 
seemed, for Jesus, to be absolute: Nobody and nothing in this world may demand that another human being live 
all alone.  And it was and is all the more infuriating when God’s alleged will is invoked as the reason for believing 
something other than that. 

St. Mark’s gospel today tells us that Jesus was “moved with pity” when he stretched out his hand and actually 
touched the leper.  But the Greek work in this episode tells us that it should more nearly say in English, “Jesus 
was moved with anger…”  Anger is not the same as pity.  Pity—at least as we tend to understand it—means to 
be saddened by the way things are, but not really being able to much about it.  Anger means being convinced 
that this is not the way things should be, and that we and others have the opportunity and the obligation to 
change what is wrong and sinful here. 

A human being—a leper—is being specifically cast out from community.  That is wrong, and it can be corrected 
by human beings, and so it must be.  If a leper must be welcomed, included, reconciled, then who else is it that 
we are willing to say, for “God’s sake”, must not be welcomed?  Nobody.  Ever. 

All are welcome here—including those who hold wrong beliefs—like the pagans whom Jesus cured in this same 
Gospel of Mark.  Like the diseased whom Jesus went out of his way to attend to.  Like the sinners run afoul of 
the law in their behaviors.   

Who was it to whom Jesus ever said, “You are unwelcome in my presence?”  Even Judas was allowed a place at 
the Last Supper table to share a meal. 

This gospel is radical.  It upsets the mere keepers of religious order, which is why Jesus got into such deep 
trouble so quickly with the chief priests and scribes.  He was too welcoming for them. We here at St. Pascal’s are 
at our own unique moment in our history.  We are being invited—and challenged—to welcome people and 
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communities whom we have never before known, or perhaps even known about.  Our parish and school and 
neighborhood are all changing—quickly.  That brings many challenges and many opportunities, but what it does 
NOT bring is the occasion to say to anybody, “You are not welcome here.”  Let our prayer today be for very large 
hearts.  Hearts of welcome and hospitality.  Jesus was willing to let himself be scorned by his own people for 
being too compassionate to absolutely anybody who asked for his mercy.  That is our call too. 


