
November 3, 2023 

Social Justice and Caring Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Present: Kim Roering, Ann Karner, Julie Moore, Chris Malec, Margaret Malec, Mary Weyandt, 

Anne Weyandt, Chris Igielski, Ann Madlung, Bill Dorgan, Julie Ludden, Mary Huettl 

 

PRAYER 

Led by Chris Igielski 

 

BEACON INTERFAITH HOUSING COLLABORATIVE 

Julie Moore reported that she sent out a 2023 Beacon update email with an invite to join in the 

November 1st Rent is Due zoom. Ann Karner added that in this coming year’s 2024 legislative 

session, Beacon will focus on supportive housing and continue to educate our legislators how 

important support is and why it is an essential component when building successful affordable 

and supportive housing. 

 

On February 20, 2024 there will be a Start with Home Rally for Affordable Housing at the capitol 

rotunda from 1:00-2:30. Everyone is welcome and will be attended by many Beacon teams as 

well as the numerous partnering organizations that Beacon works with. 

 

Bill Dorgan attended a Meet & Greet at 3rd Act Brewery, where area legislators attended. Bill let 

them know that our St. Pascal’s Beacon team will continue to stay engaged to work on housing 

for all. Bill has met with our legislators many times and we thank you Bill for meeting with them 

again to show our collective support for housing. 

 

There will not be a November 21 team meeting. 

 

MERRICK FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Mary Weyandt reported that we continue to run out of food by 4:15-4:30. We are currently able 

to make enough food bags for 49 families from the food that Merrick provides. Mary will talk to 

Josh at Merrick to see if we can get more food, (to feed up to 60 families) so we don’t run out of 

food each month.  

 

The November donation closet will be collecting food for our Merrick food shelf. This  will assist 

us in giving out some non-perishable food to those families that show up at St. Pascal’s after all 

the Merrick food has been given out. We will also be working with St. Pascal’s school on a 

school non-perishable food drive. 

 

We will wait for the return of Father John, in late November, to see if we want to proceed in 

making changes to receive more food. For example, contacting Second Harvest, Every Meal, 

etc. Many factors need to be discussed before we make a commitment to make more food 

available, (such as storage, cost, coordinating the help needed, etc.). 



 

 

PROGRESSIVE FISHES AND LOAVES FOOD SHELF 

Ann Karner reported that Progressive is feeding 100 plus families every week. Volunteers from 

St. Pascal’s  continue to show up to assist on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Will continue to 

publicize to meet the need of families within our community. 

 

DONATION CLOSET FOR DECEMBER-GIVING TREE AND ANGEL TREE 

Both the Giving Tree and Angel Tree will kick off the weekend of November 25-26. This year the 

Angel tree has 18 children from 8 families. The ornaments will ask parishoners to wrap the gift 

and put the ornament back on it so that we can give it to the right child. For the Giving Tree 

parishioners can pick an ornament with all the suggested items to donate. There is no need to 

wrap these gifts which can be sent directly to Catholic Charities, if you order online, or dropped 

off at church. 

 

Mary Weyandt is in charge of the Angel Tree and asked for volunteers to assist in making 

ornaments. Mary Huettl, Julie Moore, and Chris Igielski have volunteered and Mary will 

coordinate a time with them to get together to make the ornaments and put them on the tree 

before the weekend masses. 

 

Ann Karner is in charge of the Giving Tree and already has a team in place.  

 

OTHER 

Ann Karner brought up the Social Justice bulletin board at church and the need to update it with 

a fresh new look. How do we want to handle updates and what should we have on the board 

are some of the questions we need to answer. A new look should draw more attention to all the 

different social justice areas our parish is involved in. 

 

Anne Weyandt added it would be nice to add names of our social justice partners that we work 

with and their links.  Also, we should add this information to the website, because people do 

look and we should have all the resources with links listed. We should always remember that 

many people look at our website and to have resources with updated information is important. 

 

Mary Weyandt thanked everyone who helped out at Pumpkin Bingo. It was very successful! It 

was also noted that some people who receive food at our monthly Merrick food distribution 

came to the event because we included a flyer in their bag of groceries.  

 

NEXT MEETING 

December 7, 2023 at 6:30 via zoom. 

Prayer will be led by Ann Karner 

 

 


